it's a matter of survival.

Alaskans
visit area
to curb
drilling

Two Alaskan residents will visit
the Detroit area next week to ralse
support for two wilderness bills now
in Congress that would prevent oll
drilling on the northeast shore of
Alaska.

The visit is sponsared by the Sier-
ra Club of Southcast Michigan,
which Is based In Southfield.

Glendon Brunk, a wildlife mana-
ger In Alaska for 21 years, will show
a multi-projector slide prescntation
he has produced, “The Last Great
Wilderness.”

Before the slide show, Susan
Stoltz, a slnger and songwriter, will
sing folk songs pertalning to wilder-
ness and environmental issues.

The slide show and song fest takes
place twice: at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 31, In the Sterling Heights Pub.
lie Library, 40255 Dodge Park Road;
and at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, in the
Henry Ford Centennial Library,
16301 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn,

The Sterling eights show Is free;
admisslon to the Dearborn show is
$2 to cover the cost of the auditori-
um rental.

THE SLIDE show alone wlll be
shown at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 30, in
{be Smith Auditorlum of the Orchard
Ridge Campus of Oakland Communi-
1y College. The show Is free,

An expanded version of the song
{est will take place 4-8 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 4, in the Old Shillelagh, 349
Monroe [n Detroit’s Greektown,

Stoltz, Larry Larson, Mick Gavin
and Carl Caballero will perform folk
songs, Irish songs and songs of the
north, with proceeds going to the
Sierra Club. Admission [s $3.

BOTH Brunk and Stoltz are tour-
ing the United States to ralse sup-
port for two bills now in Congress,
said Sierra Club spokesman Ed
MeArdle. The bills are HB39 and
SB39,

"We would like Michlgan’s con-
pressmen to co-sponsor these bills,”
MeArdle said.

Both bills would glve wildcrness
status to the northeast Alaska coast-
line and prevent the land from belng
drilted for oll.

Other bills are pending In Con:

gress that would allow oll drilling on’

the northeast slope, in the Arctic Na-
tjonal Wildlife Refuge.

THE MULTI-PROJECTOR slide
show combines the work of 12 phato-
graphers and glves a close-up look at
the refuge, often called the “Seren-
geti of the North.”

The refuge Is home to grizzly and
polar bears, more than 165,000 cari-
Dbou, snowy owls and tundra swans.

The northeast coast Is the last 125
miles of Alaskan coastline not yet
opened to oil development.

Brunk produced the show to in-
spire Amerlcans to ask questions
about their own future as well as the
future of the planet, he said.

56 auction
needs help

Volunteers are needed by Channel
56 to glve a few hours of their time
for its annual fund-raising auction.

The Channel $6 Auctlon has been a
Michigan tradition for 22 years, tak-
Ing one million people on a 10-day
shopping spree!

Do you like to write? Do you Jike
to talk on the phone? Do you like to
organize events? We have many op-
portunlties for you to be creative!
1elp us write artleles for premotion-
al packets, make phone calls to pro-
spective donors, of organlze a group
of volunteers,

Joln us one or two days or cven-
ings a week, Be part of the 4,000 vol-
unteers who already devote thelr
time to scutheast Michlgan's only
public teievision statlon. Call today
at 876-8351!
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Birds modify behavior as circumstances change =

Through time, animals have
adapted to particular places or habi-
tats. Thelr physical features and be-
havlor have been modified 50 they
can sustain llfe withln the limlta-
tlons set forth by the habitat. Bill
length or song frequency, for exam-
{xlle. are best suited for where they

ve.

By traveling trails and watching
wildlife over (he years, one becomes
familiar with (he habits of animals.
Eventually one can predict how they
willl behave and where they can be
found. So when an anlmal bebaves in
an unpredicatable manner, it at-
tracts one’s attention.

Tree sparrows that come south In
the winter from their northeen Cana-
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da nesting grounds are one of the
most predictable ground feeders I
know. If they are not feeding on the
ground, they are only a few feet
above the ground on a platform feed-
er, or 5o | thought.

surprise 1 saw a tree sparrow
perched on a tube feeder pecking at
sunflower seeds. Not enly was it unu-
sual to see it perched on such a feed-
er, but they do not frequently eat
sunflower sceds, either,

Just the other day T was '3
1he feeders here at the Independence
Oaks Nature Center, and to my

Downy s that come to
the feeders cat suet, but they also
eat sunflower seeds from the tube

feeders. In order to extract the ker-
nel from the husk, they wedge the
seed in a cracked log and break the
shell with their bill, They are using
the log just Jike we use a vice,

Both these birds are exhiblting be-
havior that I consider atypleal, and
it makes me wonder, Maybe my con-
ceptlons of their behavior Is incom-
plete, or maybe their behavlor is
changing,

Birds are very visual anlmals and
watch other birds feeding at bied
fecders. It scems very plausable to
me ihat tree sparrows and downy
woodpeckers would investigate to
see what other birds are cating.
They would even try to eat what
other birds find acceptable.

‘They are using the log .3
just like we use a vice." - -
—Timothy Nowicki
on Downy woodpeckers

Sunflower sceds are a good source
of cnergy in winter and are com-
monly used at many feeding sta-
tions. Because they are eaten by so ©
many different birds, any bird at a .
feeding station could not help but be
attracted to them. Though these
birds have eonly recently been ex-
posed to this rich source of food,
their behavior Is adaptable enough
for exploitation,
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Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

For more information and registcation STOP in or
CALL any Church's Lumber Yards location!
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