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By Corinna Abatt
stall writer

The Elizabeth Stone Gallery, 580
N. Woodward, Birminghgam, the lat-
est member of the “gallery gulch
group.” has a unique slant. The focus
here {s original art by illustrators,
particularly children’s book iHustra-
tors.

Stone, who opened her gallery last
Septeember, had ceticed just
month previously as il
Brookside Schoot/Cranbrook,
ry wonderful exten
s I had at Brookside,” s!

said.

It was as a children’s librarian
that she became enchanted with the
illustrations in the books, met the

i s when they visited Brookside
Schoo) and discovered that many
wanted to sell their art, but had no
outlet. The school had bought several
fine paintings by children’s Book
ilustrators and Stone had been col-
lecting such works hersell — buying
through the Bush Gallery in Boston.

‘This is her Lirst foray inte the busi-
ness world and the many things she
had to learn quickly leave her un-
daunted.

“I've always been a person who
likes challenge. I'm In awe of what
I've done. 1 love It so much. I haven't
a business or marketing background,
but I'm learning and my husband Is
very supportative,” she said with a
smile adding that his work as a man-
ufacturer’s rep tn the electrical fietd
doesn’t exactly dovetalt with her
skills, but he does have a great ap-

preciation for art.

Leonard Lubin, native of Dearborn, now living in Baltimore,
inustrated the book “Elegant Beasts,” This walercoler and
gounche painting (done for the book) of the cocker spaniel
and Afghan house in clegant garb shows his great tolent for
costume design.

HER ENERGY, KNOWLEDGE of
children’s literature, enthuslasm for
her new business and ideas for the
future, will certainly carry her a
tong way Eler stable of outstanding
artists is expanding daily. She has
more than 30 and a surprising num-
ber are Jocal or have local rools —

Elizabelh Stone has found a wide open field for

8, She

her gallery in

doesn't know of another between Boston and

November.

Calilornia. She’s just been invited to do a spe-

Leonard Lubin, formerly of Dear-
born, now of Baltimore, Md.; Gerald
McDermott, another Dearbornite,
now living in California; David
McCall Johnston of Franklin; Chuck
Glllies, Berkley: Kat Thacker, Fern-
dale; and Sharon Drinkwine, Troy-
based illusirator, who also warks at
the gallery. Johnston’s highly prized

Hogrogian. A silk screen of an §llus-
tration by Rosemary Wells is in pro-
cess and Stone plans to publish oth-
ers by Hans Withem and Susan
Jeffers (either Cinderella or
Hiawathia) very soon.

McDermott will be back In this
arca to be the guest speaker for the
April 3 luncheon sponsorcd by the

original are
with her gattery.

Stone is alrcady publishing litho-
graphs. The first is from McDer-
ard winning bouk, “Arrow
. The second s a delight-
ful scene of animals in a forest,
“Tessic and Friends” by Nonny

Bir Chlldren's
Book and Author Society at Temple
Beth El of Bloomficld Township, ~

STONE ISN'T QUITE sure what
brings people into her gallery — nos-
talgia, curiosity or just plain inter-
est. She just knows they come in a

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/s1al photographor

cial exhibit for the national meeting of the As-
iation for Young Writers in Grand Rapids in

steady stream, sometimes in class-
room groups, sometimes one at a
time. She stocks a variety of things
related to the children's book field in
addition to the original art, so that
she has a broad price range — art
books for children, autographed
books for collectors, signed posters
and poster/story guide kits for
teachers. Coming soon wil) be birth-
day cards by children's book illustra-
1ors and videos, Whatever the reason
they smile a lot while they're there.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day-Saturday, 580 N. Woodward,
Birmingham.

Amsterdam to host Van Gogh retrospective

Many other museums
plan related shows

Resident talks
about relative

By Carinno Abatt
staff writer

One of the most ardent supporters of ihe the
Van Gogh retrospective in Amsterdam, The
Netherlands, March 29 to July 29 is Betty Black-
ford of Blrmingham.

Not only does she have an abiding admiration
for the great artlst and his work and a substantial
colleetlon of books and materlal about him, she
has a personal interest. She’s famlly — a direct
descendent of the Van Gogh famlly which, she
sald, is still going strong in The Netherlands. She
noted that there are lots of Vincents on the Van
Gogh famlly trec.

Her great, great grandfather, Johannes Van
Gogh (1817-1885), an admiral, was dircctor of the
Navy Yard In Amsterdam. He was the uncle of
Vincent, the palnter. And the young man, 24, lived
with hls Uncle Johannes and family for 18 manths
while he was studying for (he exams to enter col-
tege and major tn theology.

Johannes Van Gogh also had a son, Vincent,
who was a career military man and it Is that Vin-
cent who Is Blackford's great geandfather.

lackford of a spokesp for
Van Gogh, the person. Cerlainly Van Gogh, the

Belty Blackford, relative of Vincent Van

JEARY ZOL

A major retrospective of the
works of Vincent Van Gogh, marking
the 100th anniversary of the artist’s
death, will be held March 29 (date of
his birth, 1853) 1o July 25( date of his
death, 1890) in his patlve country,
The Netherlands.

Because of the skyrocking value of
his palntings, it is a strong possibtli-
ty that this may be (he last time it
will be possible to assemble such a
representative body of his work. (His

. palnting, Irlses, was sold in 1987 for

$53.9 million.) Insurance costs,
alone, may prohibit any future shows
of thls scope.

The retrospective, to be held in
A is bel from

Among the paintings
that will be seen
together for the first
time are The Weaver,
The Potato Eaters, The
Sower, Sunflowers,
The Night Cafe.

hibltion of hls letters with drawings,
In the late summer al the
Rijkesmuseum Van Gogh; a survey

ng comal

1he collections of the Rijksmuscum
Vincent Van Gogh and the
Rijksmuscum Kroller-Mlller. About
120 palntings and 250 drawings will
be in the exhibition, about one third

Gogh, the uncle whom Van Gogh lived

artist doesn't need her help, not with his paintings
selling in the high elght-flgure range.

She sald she became keenly Interested in know-
ing more about her famous relatlve when, shortly
after she finlshed college in the carly 1950, she
went to the Van Gogh exhibltion In Chlcago. There
she met Vincent Van Gogh, an cnglncer, nephew
of the famous artlst and sen of Theo, the art deal-
er, who was so influcntial in hls brother's life and
career,

“THAT MADE a real impresston on me — once
1 got going, [ got nterested in him {the artist) as a

rson — and I khow him.” She was seated in the
library of her home In front of several shelves of
boaks on Van Gogh, “Oh, he would be obnoxlous to
live with. He would argue you to death, yet he
would be a fascinating person. People arc always
saylng “poor Vincenl.” He was poor by choice,
One of the things In life that makes you happy s
to do what you like and do it well.”

She sald that one of his uncles owned one of the
largest art gallerfes in Europe. Blackford said she
digs and scrounges for information about Van
Gogh, She has studled his letters and his life, trav.
cled to Holland many times, talked with people
there, visited the places where he lived and taken
slides of the Important landmarks in hls short life.

“He believed In himself,” she sald, “He knew he
was a palnter — he certalnly left o legacy. He
was an absolutely beautiful writer. He was very

Gogh, calls the aren of her home library
that has the books about him, “my fun
place.” Pictured al right is Johannes Van

cxpressive, He wrote in Duteh and French,” she
said, pulling « heavy book from her library shelf,
“Everything known Is in here — juvenalia, draw-
ings and paintings.” The book was “Vincent Van
Gogh,” by J.B. de la Fallle, published by Reynal
and Company, 1970. She has a collection of cata-
logs from his shows, her earllest, but not his, 1927
Basel, Switzerland,

"People think he never showed his paintings be-
fore he died — he was actually represented In
four cxhlibitlons, And there was an article about
him in one major magazine by a well-known crit-
ic, So he was on his way . . . “People think he
went mad, but he didn't go mad, right up until the
day he dled, he was excentlng those palntings with
precision,” Blackford satd.

AS SHE SPOKE about his carly years she said,
“He was a toncly child. He kept to himself, He
loved nature, Vincent was very lonely as a child.”

She, like some of his biographers, thinks this
was due In part to a strange set of circumstances.
When he was born, hls parems were still in
mournlng for u stillborn chitd, Vincent-Willem,
born a year to the day before he was and regls-
tered with the very same number.

with for 18 menths, He is Blackford's
great, great grandfather.

ke
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of the and about half of the
drawings coming from
Dutch national muscums.

Other muscums that will be Ioan-
ing works Include Musce d'Orsay,
Parts; National Gallery and Tate
Gallery, London; Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art, New York; Muscum of
Fine Arts, Boston; Yale Unlversity,
New Haven; Pushkin Museum, Mos-
cow; and the Kunsthaus, Zurich,
Switzerland.

Among (he palntings that will be
seen together for the flrst time are
The Weaver, The Potato Eaters, The
Sower, Sunflowers, The Night Cale,
The Ycllow House, The Bedroom,
The Arleslennc and The Berecuse,

1t Is stated in the advance catalog
of the exhiblt, “The retrospective ex-
hibition will focus on the works that
he himself regarded as the core of
his ocuvre. . . In his ocuve, we find
a serles of landscapes, urban views,
portraits and groups of drawings af-
ter carller paintings. For Instance,
for The Ycllow House In Arles, he
designed a decanllo.n l,hn (nctuded

the two

of Vun Gogh's influence
on modern arl at the Rijkesmuseum
Van Gogh; and an exhibit, “Van
Gogh at the Loom,” at the Nether-
lands Textlle Museum, THburg.
There will be at least four other ma-
jor related exhibits (n other muse-
ums In The Netherlands such as:
“Japanese Prints {rom the Collee-
tion of Vincent and Theo Van Gogh,"
Leiden; “Around Van Gogh,” Stede-
lijk Museum, Amsierdam; and a
Frans Hals exhibitlon, Frans Hals
Museum, Haarlem. In letters to hls
brother, Van Gogh expressed admi.
ration for Japanese prinis and for
the paintings of Hals.

This also promises to be a banner
year for publications relating te Van
Gogh. A Hlm festlval and spectal TV
programs are belng planned.

A special easy-to-carry handbook
is being prepared in several lan-
guages for the beneflt of tourists. It
will list all the cxhibitions and
cvents on Van Gogh for this year and
tell which Duteh museums have
works by Van Gogh In thelr collec-
tions. It will be Hlustrated with
palntings, drawings and letters by
Van Gogh and show where he lived

.and worked in The Netherlands,

Several outstanding artists have
affered to design a poster for the re- -
ree of charge and the

several

There are many speclal cvents
belng planned in conjunction with
the retrospective such as an Interna-
tional Van Gogh Symposium; an ex-

Dutch minlstry of cultural alfairs |
has provided a grant for the develop- *
ment of ideas {or souvenlrs from de-
aigners.




