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Hills’ development to ease

By Joanno Mallszowskl
statf writor

‘The 1980s saw Farmington Hills
endure Its adolescent growing patns,
The 19903, clty offlclals predict,
will see the clty come of age as a
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in decade ahead

looking ahead at..

THE '90s

Farmington Hills

premler residential cn:
riched with a quality cnvirnnmenl
and a respect for its historle past.

“1 think by the year 2000, we will
turn the corner, We will be a lovely
place to tlve,” Farmington Hills
Mayor Jean Fox sald.

Few, Il any, would disagree with
Fox. "“Our challenge Is to preserve
the resldential character of Farm.
ington Hills. To do that, we have to
develop programs to enhance the ap-
pearance of the clty and its environ-
mental quality,” clty manager Wil-
llam Costlck said.

With optimlsm, city offlclals ex-
pect the 1990s will see the resolution
of problems that surfaced in the
1980s because of the clty’s unprece-
dented residential and office growth:

roads, traffic
and sanilary sewer and flooding
problems.

THE 19905 will:

® See the dawn of curbside recy-
cling to reduce the burgeoning prob-
lem of solld waste and accompany-
ing astronomleal disposal costs.

® Test city leaders on how they
address the need for improved roads
to accommodate more traffle with-
out destroying the eavironment and
makIng a city of concrete.

® Challenge city Jeaders to maln-
tain clty servlees — Including In-
creased recreatlon areas, cultural
facilities, an expanded library and
services for senfor adults — while
malntaining an aceeptable tax rate.

® Involve city officials, residents
and business leaders In beautifying
the clty, In subdivisions and along
major and local roads.

® See efforts to preserve the
communlty’s past with its historic
houses and malntaln the longstand-

‘Our challenge is to
preserve the
residential character of
Farmington Hills. To do
that, we have to
develop programs to
enhance the
appearance of the city
and its environmental
quality.”

— Witliam Costick

cily manager

can stop deellne. We have to upgrade
the old and adapt to change and the
new," he added.

In the 1990s, Fox sees strenger of-
forts tn beautifying the city, in mak-
ing it a pleasant place to llve. Heavy
traffic, she hopes, will be moved to
larger roads — a new M-9 and the
proposed Haggerty Road cornector

— to get congestlon off local roads,

One of Fox's goals as mayor Is to

introduce an
paper slgns on store walls and win-
dows, to further beautify the city.

Costick would like to sve strong
beautitication efforts along the city’s
major corrldors, such as 12 Mile,
Northwestern Highway and Orchard
Lake Road.

THOUGH CITY councilman Aldo
Vagnozzi believes the city's growth
will continuc in the new decade, hoth
he and Fox belleve there must be
stronger controls on density to again
provide a pleasant appearance for
the clty and quallty living conditions
for resldents.

“We'll have to look at the need for

ingr of the city.

CITY OFFICIALS wlll be chal-
lenged again as growth continues to
move west. Furmington Hills will no
longer be one of the newest, outer-
most communities on the fringe of
suburbia

“We've all seen an era of suburbs
come and go. We've seen what were
to be garden spots of suburban
growth hit by decreasing values and
increased crime,” Costick said.

“Hopefully, we are smart enough
now that we have learned from the
first wave of urbanization that we

Cash

8y Susan Buck
statf wrlter

More than a crystal ball and a
magic wand will be needed to pre-
pare Farmington Hills tu be the
most livable eity tn Mickigan in the
year 2000, a goal of a yearlong study
committee.

Year 2000 project participants
who sought 1u become visionarles
during a 1989 study were encour-
aged at the onset to drop their para-
digms — that Is, abandon all pat-
terned and close-minded thinking.

They were not requlired tu consid
er costs or financlng of prajects.

CALL THE commitiee’s summa-
tion wlsh lsts or dreams now. But in
a decade, many wlll be necesslties,
according to committee members.

“In the year 2000, 91 percent of
the jobs In this country will be relat-
ed to tnformativn and service,” futu-
rist and strategic planner Edward
Barlow Jr. of St. Joseph sald ln a vI
deo when the report was

as our housing be-
cumcs older,” Vagnozzl said.

Recent efforts to improve and
beautify older areas, such as Qlde
Town, fermerly called Sectien 36, is
an example of what will be needed,
he sald.

Fox belicves city officials should
have been more vigilant 10 or 15
years ago in curbing density. But she
also believes “thinking bas changed.
We are beglnning to turn the corner
on density. Most people now want
open space.”

In the 19905, Costick would like ta
see a slowdown or the building of

2000

4,‘

FARMINGTON HILLS

The legecy of excellence continues

The commiltee’s report, printed at
a cost of $32,000, represented the
work of six task forces — Beautifi-
cation and Envir 1 Preserva.

Mayor Pro Tem Alde Vagnozzi deposits plastic containers at the Farmington Hilis Recycling Center.

office centers. Of great concern are
those built for lease, with no major
carporation as a tenant when the fa-
cillty is built.

“The vacancy rates are high, The
same i5 happening In nelghboring
communltles, How will that affect
us?" Costlck said. "We're secing a lot
of transfer growth, not new growth.
It won't be cconomically healthy to
sce new speculative growth,”

WITHOUT A downtown of its awn,
Farmington Hills must rely on the
“connectedness” of its residents and
the 100-plus subdivisions in the eity
to pull together as a

MANDY HORS T/40alt Shaloarag e

Mayor: City needs ‘moral fiber’

By Josnno Mallszoweki
stait writar

Road improvements, beautifica-
tien and historical preservatlon have
their definite place In the 1990s.

But Farmington Hills Mayer Jean
Fox would like to see a move toward
a "mare civil environment™ and a
strengthened “moral fiber,

“I rcally would like to see us do

Costick sald.

And without a downtown, he con-
tinued, Farmington and its down-
town will continue to serve as a fo-
cal point. The 19905, Vagnozzi and
Costick predict, will see Inereased
cooperation between the sister cit-
fes,

“Consolidation? Probably not. The
characters are too different. And the
histary in Michigan of ncarby com-
munitics conselidating is generally
ao,” "’ Costick said.

committee vice chalr Paul Jacakes,

"This is that plan. It represents
the hopes and dreams of our family
and co-workers who we talked to, lis-
tened to and heard what they
thought. The success of this docu-
ment depends on the ability to im-
plement it.”

JACK McDONALD, who chaired
the steering committee for the
project, wants the clty council ta
create a new committee encompass-
ing the Year 2000 project's steering

Tha Is com-

tlon, Financial and Economle Vitalls
ty, Human Services, Lejsure and
Cultural, Publie Facillties and Ser-
vices and Public Sofety.

Partlclpants came from a mix of
professional ficlds. Kuch task force
had lts own resource people.

THE CITY council discussed Year
2000 plan recommendations at its
annual goal and study session Satut

ny

ta the city councll Jan. 186,

“Only 9 percent will be related to
manufacturing and others, In 1950,
50 percent of the jobs In this country
were related to  manufacturing,
Each of us has to take on a zealous-
ness about learning."”

!ouch upon coopuaunn with the city
of Farmington, Ozkiand County,
Botsford General Hospital and pri-
vate enterprise.

“We were asked to develop a plan
to give decision makers a dircetion
to strive for,” sald profect sicering

poscd ol chalrpeople and viee chair-
people from cach task ferce.

The new commlittee would help
Implement the goals, objectives and
strategies over a two-year period,
McDonald said.

“It will give us the opportunity to
prioritize the recommendatlons,
which has not been done, ta draw up
a strateglc plan, both short-term and
long term, and to give us the chance
to create dialogue,” he sald.

McDonald pralsed the caliber of
the volunieers.

“When we first started, we had a
personality test to determine
whether people were dockle, subject
to manlpulation or assertlve,” he
sald in Jest. “Thls whole group was
assertlve. It took three months for us

A peek at an ideal city —

By Susan Buck
stalt writor

An attractlve community 1 vom-
posed of equally dynamie residents.

Follawing are the goals suggested
by 150 persons who served on six
task forces during the year-long
Year 2000 project.

Thelr ebjective: to make Farming-
ton Hills “the most livable ¢ity [n the
state of Michigan in the year 2000,

Among the varled suggestions
were: establlshing a clty bird, tree
and flower; lengthening the schoa)
day and year, attracting global de-
velopment, adding an artificial in-
door [ce rink; and providing a new
court facllity and adding a third
Jjudge.

ing love to a gorilla. You can't stop
until the gorllla stops.”

THE GOALS, according to euach
task force, are:

® Beautification and
environmental preservation

® Create a unifled visual impact
that provides a positive tmpression
of the communlty to visitors and res-
Idents allke by establishing and im.
plementing a visual master plan,

® Create a clean, healthy and at-

tractive environment, minimizing
pollution.
@ Develop and beautl.

® Promote development consist-
ent with objectives of the master
plan to balance land uses to physle
cally, cconomically, environmental-
ly and soclally benefit resldents.

® Rehabllitate and redevelup
cammercia), Industrial and residen-
tial areas of the city fn a systematic
manner,

® Deliver cost-effective clty ser-
vices.

® Maintaln an equitable batance
between revenue sources to ensure
an appropriate cily tax rate,
® Human services

® Have a world-class system of

fication and preservation standards
to foster community desirability.

® Educate people of all ages to
bccome mare environmentally and

“We as a city have an to
plan to prevent deterioration of
properties [n the future,” sald Jerry

promate vo-
lunteerlsm,
# Promote naleral resource and

Ellls of the steering and
chalrman of the Financlal and Eco-
nomic Vitality Task Force. “Re-
sponding to and fighting the deterio-
ratlon of the city Is likened to mak-

preservation,
® Financial and
nconumlc vitality

® Malntain a uaund financlal po-
sitlon,

in F: /Farming.
ton Hills,
® Be a 100-percent drug-aware
and substance-abuse-free communi-
t;

Y.
- @ Enhance the health care ser-
vices and improve thelr availabllity
for all people, at all levels of health:
dlscase prevention and detection,

health maintenance and promotion.
@ Provide an affordable trans.

porlnllon network (or all resldents,
® Provide sulllclent and afford-

about our
moral fiber,” Fox sald. "1 guess it’s
something that a city council can't
necessarily do. But T feel it's some-
thing we can focus attention on.”

Our cra of drug use and violence
at home, 1n the strects and in the
schools Is “samecthing we can turn
the corner on,” she said.

“Though a city council would be
hard-pressed to make changes in so-
ciety, Fox sald gevernment can re-
fleet the aced for change, for return-

is the key to Hills’ Year

to determine the definition of a goal
and a slrnlegy and what the differ-
ence was.’

APPROXIMATELY 150 peaple,
who met at least ence a month, de-
voted 10,000 man-hours 10 create the

* 60-page, {ull-color document

I would like to express uur great
gratitlude for the more than 10,000
hours that have gone into it,” Mayor
Jean Fox sald.

“I'm sure that this Is a minimum
that is far exceeded by the devetion
of the people who have given their
dreams to the city. T would like 1o be
able to be the falry gedmother who
says, ‘There, [ anoint you and those
dreams will come true and your sta-
gecoach wlll be out there and the
herses will not tern Into mice."

“I WOULD only llke to say that
now that we have this decument
printed and we sit here tonight, It
looks a hell of a lot easler than It

Ing to values. The mayor said that
one way in turning youths away
from drugs and alcohol is to invelve
them in the community in which
they live.

“When we were younger, we were
taught to be committed to giving
something back, That you are in-
volved in your community,” she said.
“Nlnety percent of the kids would
like to be involved, if they knew how
and what to get involved In.”

Ta that end, Fox is suggesting that
government, bath the city ang
schools, should allow youths to be-
come jnvolved in various projects.
such as beautification.

“IT ISN'T a question of money.
It's a question of letting the kids go
ont and give back to the community,
This would get kids involved in this
is my country and ! want to get in-
valved in it ™

Youths also could be better’in-

volved in the annual Rouge Rescuc
cleanup and the cleanup of ather
streams and environmentally sensi-
tive arcas in the community, Fox
said.

They could be equally invalved in
helping 10 beautify the city by heip-
ing 1o plant flowers and bushes in
areas sorely in need of color and
vegetation, Fox added. .

The mayor also would like the
1990s to be a decade where genvra-
uons agaln become involved with an-

in Farmingten Hills to hulp
more cvil eavironment.

“Senior adults have a contribution
to make. They can show youths
there's a lot more 10 life than the
newest pair of pants on the market. |
think we've got older people in thls
community that have lived a life.
They can show youths huw they
}l;nd what's really important n
life, d, .

2000 dreams

call these people who worked so
hard, my neighbors. I respect them, [
love them and thank Ged for Farm-
ington Hills."

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzi looks
forward to being able to spend more
time discussing each task force's
proposal.

'm impressed by the fact that
we have a dynamile, creatlve teader-
ship in this community. 1 pledge my
support. It would be a tragedy for
1his to be on the shelf,” councilwom-
an Nancy Bates sald.

FULL APPRECIATION of the
project participants will increase as
the year 2000 approaches, council-
man Jon Grant sald,

Information changes every two
years, said Barlow, who was present
at the meeting in the city hall,

“For us, it scemed that it changed
cevery two weeks,” said Wendy Strip
d Fi D

really was,” sald lerry
Sever, mayor during 1989,

*“To be a volunteer In this commu-
nity is worthwhile and this is the
paycheck for it. I hope we can imple-
ment it.”

It is hard 10 comment on excel-
fence, councilman Ben Marks sald.

“It makes me feel very proud to

10 years

able Independemt and  supportive
housing for all residents of Farming:
1on Hills,

© Leisure and cultural

® Increase aviulability and ac-
cessikility to all artlstic, coltural
and recreational endeavors

® Develop new facillties, pro-
grams and activitles te Increase
avallability and accessibility for all
artistle, cultural and recreatlonal
endeavors,

® Develop and improve various
modes of transportatien — including
recreational — to local, metropoli-
tan and outlylng leisure and cultural
actlvities, programs, events and fa-
cllitles.

# Provide  clearlnghouse of pub-
lic Informatlon of all lelsure and cul-
tural activities, programs, evenis
and u retrieval system of hat Infor-
mation current, readlly available
and user frlendly.

# Increase and expand the under-
standing, use and appreelation of lel-
sure and culture.

@ Promote and avpport lelsure

D i
rector, who worked on the Public
Facllities and Services Task Force.

in addition to McDonald, Strip
Sittsamer, Jacokes and City Mana-
ger Willlam Costick, the Year 2000
project’s steering committee con-
slsts of Peggy DuPont, Edwina Eg-

Jack McDonuld

gleston, Jerry Elis, Wiltiam Hatton,
Martin Krotner, Leslie Kusck, Bar-
bara McCann. Richard 1'vehlman,
Karen Ross, Mary Stahl and alter-
nates Sidney Alexander, Betsy Gana-
tra, Gall Haynes, Marla Darker,
Steve Ruif han, Stuart Selis and
Charlotte Yaverski. Resource people
were David Call. Edward Lampi and
Shirtey Shottraff

down the road

and cultural organizations,
grams and {acilities.
® Public facllities
and services

® The city should provide a
means af mobllity to include pedes-
trian, non-motorlzed and a moator-
ized transportation network that will
ensure an acsthetleally pleasing and
pragmatic result,

® The city should develop scrvice
facilities to meet the nceds of a
growlng community, including facll-
fttes to serve cultural and recre-
atlonal needs.

® For air quality and nolsc levels,
provide a balance between progress,
continued growth, new technology
and tranquility.

® Assure accessibility to rellable,
cost-effective publle utilities.

® Provide an Integrated system
to cnhance communlication between
Iocal government, cdltlxcn:. the bnsl-

an

pro-

® Encourage safe uand cfficlent
energy sources, managemient and us-
age.

® Encourage the ufficiedt distri-
butlen and management of water
lines, sanltary sewer lines pnd sur-
face drainage.

© Public safety .
& Expand court facillties and

staff based on projected lncruasod

cascload due to area growth.

# The Farmington Hills Potice
Department must maintain adequate
staliing to cope with projected popu-
latton growth and incrensed density,
along with business development,
traffic congestion and higher erlme
rates,

® The police department musl
continue to develop support services
and advanced technology to cope
with an lncreasingly sophisllcnlcd
and moblile crlminal element.* It
must repln:;.\ obsolete systems and

nuwuom

® Control the generatlon, man-
agement, disposal and reuse of solid
waste.

and
weaponry,
® The police department must

Ploasa turn to Paga 7
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