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Ouiages totaled 25,000-30,000
Detroit Edison customers fn Oak-
land County, Joy said.

Farmington Hllls flre personnel
helped treal an elderly man who
had been blown over whlile walking
on the sldewalk in the Kendallwood
Shopplng Center. They also helped
a Scott Drive resident get back into
her house after she walked out and
the door blew shut, leaving a small
child inside unattended,

Shortly after the high winds be-
gan about 1:15 p.m., traffic on
Northwestern Highway was
hampered by a failen tree, which
blocked the two northbound lanes
;cb;)ul a hal-mlle north of Middel-

t.

A tree also fell across Halsted,
north of 12 Mile, and another
across the driveway of the Samarl-
tan Counsellng Center on Farming-
ton Road, north of 11 Mlle.

IN FARMINGTON, the clty re-
ported some downed electrical
wires and at least one large tree
that fell in a Plckeit Street resi-
dent’s back yard.

Jan Dahlhofer just moved to a

hampered by this fallen tree, which blocked the t
bound lanes, about a hall mile north of Middiebelt, during

Trees worst hit by high winds

in Far

Hills was Thursday's windstorm, Cars had to use the shoulder of the road
wo north- to get around the tree,
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Neighborhood
nights planned
by Hills council -

By Josnne Maliszowski
stalf writer

Neighborhoods will regularly have
a chance {o telt their history, show
thelr best and alr their concerns to
Farmington Hills officials beginning
In February.

“We're doing this to publicize
some of the features, some of the
history and the roots the neighbor-
hoods ge back to. We basically have
Many peo-

‘Motorists didn’t wait for help. They
got right on the phone. The cellular
telephones really helped. We get as
many calls for service from our
customers as we do now from law

enforcement.’

— John Joy

road commission spokesman

house on Plckett one month ago,
and got a taste of what a Michigan
winter could be like when a tree
was toppled in her back yard. The
tree caused little damage to the
house but took down power, tele-
phone and cable television llnes.

At the Farmington Crossroads
Shapping Center at Nine Mile and
Farmington Road, merchants had
cither partial or no power through-
out much of the business day, Seme
posted closed signs and locked the
doars. Others, like Fantastlc Sam's,
clipped hair by natucal light.

Throughout Oakland County, at
least 19 traffic signals were out by

late Thursday afternoon. Three sig:
nals were in Farmlington Hllls, all
along 14 Mile — at Haggerty,
Halsted and Middlebelt.

A major power llne fell across 14
Mile, near Middiebelt, forcing the
Farmington Hllls Fire Department
to shut the theroughfare for an
heur until Detrolt Edison made re-
palrs.

“The one ({traffic slignal} at
Middlebelt was on a gencrator. But
nobody could reatly tell, We had
one of our (county) orange trucks in
the Intersectlon,” Joy sald.

One traffic signa) went out at the

F: Road and Coifax infer-
section in Farmington, Joy added.

While DPW crews and trucks
were out In Farmington Hills keep-
Ing the roads clear of debris and
branches, the fire department an-
swered 14 calls of downed wires,
including at Independence Green
Apartments, which Is at Halsted
and Grand Rlver, and along Orc-
hard Lake Road, at 13 Mile and at
Oakland Drlve, the entrance to
Oakland Community College-Orc-
hard Ridge Campus.

IN FARMINGTON Hills, the pri-
vate Hlllel Day School and three
public schools, Power Middle
School, GlII Elementary and Falr-
view Early Chlldhood Center, were
all closed for Lhe day due to power
outages, sald Pam O'Malley,
Farmingten schools’ school/com-
munlty relations director.

Though there were no storm-re-
lated traffic acctdents, Farmington
Hills police also were busy, logging
50 alarms, which were mostly false
due to the high winds.

Staff writers Bob Sklar and
Casey Hans and staff photogra-
pher Randy Borst contributed to
this report,

Homeowners pick

News briefs from the Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills city
halls will appear regularly in this
column.

@ FARMINGTON HILLS
® Offlcers elected ~ The Council

CITY HALL

newsbeat

officers

Mite. Partlclpants have up to 1§
vears to pay off the average $6,069
assessment.

— For sanitary sewer improve-
ments for Ninc Mile, west of Whitt.
ington to Averhill. Participants have
up to 15 years Lo pay off the average

of o
Farmington Hills has elected 1990
officers.

The new offlcers are: Marty
Krohner, presldent; first vice presi-
dent, Gail Haynes; second vice presi-
dent, Steven Reifman; secretary,
Jim Atklnson; treasurer, Jim Van-
denberg; trustee; Jack Rajkovich,
former presldent.

@ Rezonlngs OK'd — In 7-0 votes,
the council enacted two rezoning re-
quests Jan, 22:

— One acre on the west slde of
Halsted, south of 13 Mile, from SP-1,
special purpose district, to RP-1,
planned resldentlal distrlet. The
change Is requested by the planning
commisslon because the SP-1 dis-
trlet no longer allows day care cen-

Continuad from Page 1

re-glected him, Instead of Fox, as
1990 mayor.

FOX, WHOSE mayoral role tradi-
tionally would allow her to make
board and commission appolnt-
ments, considered the study group
unnecessary and refused, as mayor,
ta appoint the commitice.

Other council b all of

ters, ane of which, Chlldren's World
of Michlgan, s now on the acreage.
The residential district allows day
care use. The change brings the zon-
ing [nto conformance with the actual
land use.

— Nine acres on the southwest
corner of 13 Mile and Halsted roads,
from RC-2, multiple family residen-
tial, to RCE, clderly houslng. The
change brings the zoning Into confor
mance withthe city’s master plan for
future fand use.

® Assessment rells OK'd — In 7-0
votes Jan. 22, the councll approved
two assessment rolls;

- For sanitary sewer improve-
ments for Rollerest, north of 12

Teorry Sever Aldo Vagnozzi

whom supported Sever in a 5-2 vote,
were unmoved by Fox's and Vagnoz-
2's comments and -approved the
study committec.

They also appointed Sever and
councllmen Lawrence Lichtman and
Jonathan Grant as members.

Sever's committee will study city
Issues that he believes could paten-
tially compete for tax dollars, The
agenda Includes a new library, more
parks and recreatlon land, a commau-
nity activities center, renewal of the
.05-mill parks and recreation tax
and the Year 2000 report recommen-
dations.

“The basic thrust and purpose is to
marriage some of Lhese Ideas, We
have 4-5 interest groups working In-
dependently, We are golng to find a
common graund,” Sever sald. "We
will not make decistons.”

THE MAJOR projects could cost
the city about $30 mlition, The price
-tag Is enough to warrant the com-
miltee, Sever added.

But his arguments dldn't bold
much welght with Fox and Vagnozzl.

Fox said indlvidual council members
are free to study whatever they
want. But she believes a three-mem-
ber commitice should not do the
councll’s work.

“If they wish to do that as individ-
uals, they have my btessings,” Fox
sald, "“The council shouldn't be frac-
tured into individual parts.”

‘The mayor sald, for example, she
would expect the Year 2000 steering

1o pre;
tions for 1980 and present them to
the councl] for consideration, “Ev-
cryone has had Input into this (Year
2000) except your governing body,”
Fox added,

Fox and Vagnozzl argued (hat not
only ls the committee inappropriate
but the toples to be studled are too
major a concern to In
private breakfast and luncheon
meetings by three council members
and city manager Willlam Costick.
They also sald that some items, such
a3 the library, were outside the city
council's jurisdletion.

“As a group, we haven't made

$7.340

® Bid awarded —~ A bld of
$108,530 was awarded to the Wixom-
based S.B.G. Construction Inc. for
the Rollcrest and Nine Mlile/Whitt-
Ington sanitary sewer Improve-
ments.

® Date set — A publie hearing Is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 21, to consider Orchard Lake
Road improvements from 1.696 to 10
Mite.

® Bld awarded — A bid of
$67,600 was awarded to the Wixom-
based Ultimate Construction Inc. for
the renovation and addition to the
white house on Hull Street, adfacent
1o the elty hall complex at 11 Mlle
and Orchard Lake roads, for use as
speclal services department offices.

nder fire

much progress as a council in pulling
these things together,” Lichtman ar-
gued, disagreeing with Fox and Vag-
nozzi.

“It would just be unwicldy to act
on (study) them (issues) as a seven-
member council.”

VAGNOZZ1 CRITICIZED having
only three members on the commit-
tee. That's one less than Lhe quorum
required for a public meeting.

“The privacy was meant for con-
venlence, not to hide anything from
the public,” Sever sald, “We are, In
fact, going to get public input by
bringing In board and commisslon
members and homeowner groups.”

Councilwoman Nancy Bates
agreed with limiting the committee
to three members, “It makes sense
to me, Four of us can't go, It would
be a quorum.”

When other councll membera
threw thelr support behind Sever,
Vagnozzi made last-dlich efforts to
change some of Sever's plans, He
was unsuccessful, however, In de-
manding that Fox make commilttee
appolntments.

He also was unsuccessful In bav-
ing Fox made an ex-officio commit-
tee member, allowing the committee
meetings to be public. That sugges-
tion didn't prompt any dlscussion
among council mem!

“My popularity is at an all-time
low. ] staried (as mayor) Jan. 1 and
1t’s only Jan. 23," Fox said, felgning
hurt' feellngs while laying her head
on the council table, )

a 3
ple don't realize we have a rich
background,” sald Alda

other hand, I think city government
is sometlmes unaware of what hap-
pens in their own city with the nelgh-
borhoods,” Rajkavich said.

NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICERS
are expected to follow a fermat Iin

thelr presentations to clty offlcials. . .

Presentations will begln with a five-
minute discussion on the subdivi-

sion's history and work of its home- . .

owners assoclation.
Officers will be asked to spend an-
other 5-10 minutes en the subdivision
i 's acti and current

Vagnozzi, who suggesied the pro-
gram lasi year.

Beglnntng Monday, Feb. 26, one
nelghborhood will be tnvited to a
specia) 6:30 p.m. meeting before the
regular clty council meeting every
other month.

The new nelghborhood recognition
program will  debut with
Mecadowbrook Farms and Woods,
north of Eight Mile, east of [-275.
Olde Town, in southeast Farmington
Hills, will follow In March.

“1 think it's a great Idea. Giving
assoctations the opportenity to re-
spond 10 the city council Is very
good,” sald Jack Rajkovich, former
chalrman of the Councll of Home-
owners Assoctations of Farmington
Hills.

“A lot of associations are In the
dark about city government. On the

events. That will be followed by a
presentation on the subdivision’s ma-
Jor concerns for their neighborhood
or the city.

Vagnozzi said the idea of starting
such a program came to him whlle
walking through neighborhoods on

his first city council campaign In v.
1982, )

“The neighborhoods In Farming-

ton Hills have distinctive features,

You wouldn't know many of the
neighborhoods were even there un-
Jess you veere walking,” he sald.

One nelghborhood, for example,
has a game preserve. Others have
ponds, lakes and lots of history.
Many neighborhoods have one street,
which with a lttle studying. wil re-
veal that it’s named after the builder
or the builder's hometown, Vagnozzi
said.

Hills man awaits drug charges

Continued from Page 1

ON TUESDAY, a federal drug en-
farcement task force arrested Wake-
tield at Detroit Metropolitan Afr-
port. Wakefleld had a half ounce of
suspected heroln and $125,000 in
cash in his possession, Monti said.

Armed with a tip from an inform-
ant and a search warrant signed by
District Judge Fred Harrls of Farm-
ington, Farmington Hills police rald-
cd Wakefield’s home, near Orchard
Lake Road and 10 Mile, on Dec, 22.

They seized 1 ounce of pure he-
roln, a half ounce of cut heroln and a

quarter pound of marijuana. The he-
roin had a street value of more than
$80,000. The marijuana had a street
value of about $250, Monti s2id,

Palice also setzed $20,000 worthof

Jewelry they hope to keep under a
state law that lets them keep proper-
ty they believe had been bought with
drug transaction proceeds. Seized

property is converted to cash for use T

in drug enforcement and drug educa-
tion.

Shortly after the Dec. 22 raid,
Wakeficld was released pending fur-
ther investigation.
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