Oakland grand jury indicts 15
in county’s largest crack ring

By Pat Murphy
s1aif writer

The grand jury has indicted 15
people thus “destroying the lurgest
crack cocaine” ring in Oakland
County history, according to pro-
secutor Richard Thompson.

The 15 people were part of 4 so-
phisticated network that sold crack
cocaine three shilts a day, seven
days a week for six years, the pro-
secutor said Wednesday during a
press conference, Annual sales are
estimated at $1.5 million, he said.

“There may be bigger operations

involving powdered
TFhompson said. “Rut !
gest crack cocaine opera
encountered.”

The 15 were indicted Monday
arrested Tuesday, Thompson
They were 1o be arraigned in Oxk-
Tand Cireuit Court,
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THOMPSON SALD those arrested
had various Jobs within the drug vp-
eration. Seme were leaders, or su-
pervisors, while others were teles
phone operators or runners, he said.

Thirtecen of the 15 are being
charged with conspiring 10 deliver in
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€omic Book & Basehall Card Show

Sunday, February 4th, 1990
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

K of C Hall - 33050 Schoolcraft A
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Admissian: $1.50

Houfly door prizes which in¢lude 3 $50 shovy
spenging sprec to te drawn at 1 00 p.m

For more anformation ¢l 313 261-0505 or 313 233-6118

A VOLUNTEER TODAY

Dedicated volunteers deserve special
recognition for their community
service. You can say thank you by
nominating them for the

pre . o SR

JCPerney .

GOLDEN-RULE
AARD

given to individuals or groups for
autstanding volunteer service,

The JCPenmey Golden Ride Aweard recogmezes and
retardds the selftess work of voltenteas in comm
nities qeross America it s named for fames Cash
Pennnenrs finst store, cadled “The Gulden Rude,
which was ostablished it Kemmerer, €Wyo, i
002 Aned it is hased on M Pennrey’s oen dodi
cation 1o service--fist in busines, then in
decedes of philanthropy and pessonal service to
MANY CANSeS.

Nominate u friend. A group. Yourself.

Winners will be selected from amang your nomina-
tions by a pane of involved citizens and community
leaders. Winners will receive:

A A specially commissioned bronze sculpture that
symbolizes the spirit of volunteerism,

A A contribution of $1,000 to his or her organization.

A An opporlunity to compete for the National
Golden Rule Award, which carries an additional
contribution of $10,000 to the winning volunteers
organization,

Nomination forms are available where you volunteer
and at the catalog desks ot JCPenney stores.

Deadline for nominations Is March 20.' 1990.
Winnars will be announced Aptll 24, 1990.

JCPenney

© 10834 C Penincy Company, Inc.

excess of 650 grams of a mixture
containing cocaine, a controlled sub-
stance, Thompson said, The manda-
tary penalty upon coaviction is life
in prison.

Two of those indicted have agreed
ty cooperate  with  investigators,
Thotnpson sald. Each is charged
with a less serious offense and could
be senlenced 1o 1 10 20 years In pris-
nn upon conviction, he said,
¢ also scized nine fircarms,
chicles ~ including a 1989 van
with gold plating — and jewelry and
eleelronic  appliances valued at
$50,000, Thompson said.

Although the operation undoubled-
1y sold crack te suburban customers
its major operation was within the
city of Pontiac, the prosecutor said.
All 15 are residents of the city, he
said.

The indictments and arrests are
the result of a cooperative offert by
vice squad of the Pontlac Police De-
partment, the Special Investigations
Unit of the Michigan State Police
and the grand jury, Thompson said.

POLICE KNEW the organizatlon
existed and previously arrested
some of the Individuals inveived,
‘Thompson said, “But they were un-
able to get enough proof to seck
criminal warrants untif they went to
the grand juey,” he said.

The grand jury is empowered to

~ WINTER SALE

grant immunity 1o witnesses in or-
der to compe) them to testify,
‘Thompson said, That enabled inves.
tigatars to compel runners, or others
arrested, o testify against their sup-
pliers, he sald,

At least one of those arrested is
wanted in connection with a 1988
murder In Miamli, Fla, Thampson
sald.

The Pontiac defendants were be-
licved to have been getting their co-
calne from Florida until that time,
Thompson said. “But after that
shooting, they switched sources and
started getting It from Detroit.”

1 the defendant wanted in connee-
tion with the shooting is extradited
as expected, Thompson said investi-
gators in Florida hope his prosecu-
tion will lead to
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The February schedule for the
Smith Theatre on the Orchard
Ridge campus of Oakland Commu-
nity College focuses on music and
art.

@ 8 pm. Friday, Feb. 2 — The
Detrait Chamnber comprised
of professivnal musicians frem the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra and
the Michigan Opera Theatre Or-
chestra, perform i concert,

The concert feaf
“Serenade  No.
“Ri

Tickets are $10 in advance or
$12 at the door. An optional dinner
theater package is available fur
$22.

® 7 pm. Thursday, Feb. 8 —
The Womencenter Art Show opens
with a reception in the theater gal

Music, art, dance
on stage at OCC

Jery. The show contlnues through
Feb. 23 and s open to the public.

& B p.an. Wednesday, Feb. 14 —
The Eust Street Touring Conpany
presents a “Cole Porter Review.”
Tickets for the cabaret-style show
are $8 in advance or $10 at the
door. An optional dinner package is
available at $20. Paid reservations
must be made a week ahead.

® 8 pm. Friday, Feb. 22 - A
dance concert to conclude the
Womencenter Art Show featuring
Alana Barter, a Walled Lake resi-
dunt, in “Transformations Face to
Fuve” Tickets are $8, §5 for stu-
dents and senior citizens.

For more information, call 47)-
7700,

The Orchard Ridge campus is st
27065 Orchard Lake Road, pear the
;?Iﬁnuc\lnn of I-696 in Farmington

1S,

arrests.
“This investigation s definitely
ad over,” he sald.

THE ARRESTS brings the total
number of people prosecuted under
the grand jury to 30 since it was
formed in September (o investigate
narcotlcs operatlons and unsolved
murders,

“If the drug kingpins in Qakland
County have not yet understood my
message, let me make [t clear,”
‘Thompson sald. “Our mission is to
destroy every major drug dealing
operatlon in this county.”

Residents advise on seniors

Area residents are among the 11
people appuinted to the Senior Citi-
zens Serviee Providers Forum that
advises County Executive Uaniel T,
Murphy.

‘The appointees include:

® Carai L. Marsh of Birmingham,
to the Birmingham Area Seniors
Coardinating Council and Center.

e Victoria L. Yost. Southficld. to
the City of Southfield Senior Adult
Center.

P

ALEGACY OF STYLE

Shop Englanders, for 60 yeafs the |pader in style, value and service.

Visit our Birmingham and Ann Arbor showrooms today.

e Miriam Sandweiss, Birming-
ham, to the Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Metre Detroit,

# Elaine McDermott, Southficld,
to Marian. Oakland-West.

# Marye Miller, Rochester, to the
Older fersons' Commisslon,

® Ann McCarter, Waterford, te
Muture Minglers-West Bloomfield.

® Deboruh L. Bower, Union Lzke.
to Highland Township Senior Center.

Inviting. Elegant furniture fills a room with warm ambiance At Englander's, youll find distinctive furnishings
for every room in your home, all at extraordinary 20-50% Winter Sale savings.

Only at Englanders do museum-quality 181h Century reproductions rub shoulders wilh sleck, ltatian
contemporary design. Save on every collection during our Winter Sale.

Englander's In Birmingham and Ann Arbar « Mon. Thur. Fri. until 9 » Tues. Wed., Sa\, until 5:30 .
Englander's OTHER PLACE in Royal Oak * Roche-Babwis in Birmingham » Worrells in Florida . .




