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Faces long
termsin
2 states

By Holon Niomloe
stalf writer

“Oakland County rapist” Steven
Szeman will live out the rest of his
days in prison, though he may be in
his 80s before he beglns a Michigan
jall term,

Szeman, 26, would have to serve a
minimum of 48 years at Jackson

ist to %@@m@ !

prison before he would be eligible
for parole for convictions on charges
that included rape, armed robbery,
breaking and entering from attacks
during 1987-88.

ife pieaded guilty o alt 49 charges
before Qakland County Circuit Judge
Robhert Templin Friday.

Szeman won't begln to serve his
Michigan prison term until he com-
pletes a $8- to 140-year prison scn-
tence in Ohio. The former West
Bloomficld resident pleaded guilty
10 a rape charge in Ohio in Novem-
ber 1988,

Oakland Coeunty will transport
Szeman to Columbus, Ohlo, 1his
weck, where local officials will hand
him over 1o the Ohio Corrections De-
partment.
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SZEMAN WAS sentenced to con-
current jail terms for the nine sepa-
rate incidents he was convicted on,
which Included 10 victims and 49
specific criminal charges.

The penaities were 60 (o 90 years
in prison for armed robbery, life sen-
tences for cach first degree criminal
sexual canduct {rape) charge, 10 to
15 years for second degree criminal
sexual conduct, 10 to 15 years for
breaking and entering, and varlous
terms for assaults with the intent to
commit either robbertes or rape.

Just before the sentence was de-
livered, Szeman told the court in a
barely audible volce that he was sor-
ry. Szeman had prevlausly remalned
silent during court p d and

=2 !:
in jail

“The attorneys covered pretty
much everything, but I'd like to say
I'm sorry," Szeman sald.

Before a filled courtroom, which
included several of Szeman's vic-
tims, Templin said the severe sen-
tence was justified because of the
“monsirous crimes.”

"THERE 1S NO onc word that can
cover what happened, He terrorized
the communities,” Templin said.
"“He will be in prison for the rest of
his Jife"

‘The hour-long hearing included
the judge reading the charges,
Szeman detailing what he did and
then entering pleas of guilty. Plead-

refused to speak (o reporters.
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stali writer

Farmington Hills firefighters worked into the afternoon Sun-
day to extinguish a fire ot the Roman Terrace building on 12

Landmark burns
Sunday morning fire guts Hills building

“I really feel bad for the
t owner. He

One of the of the
Roman Terrace bullding said he
plans to rebulld the Farmington
Hills landmark, after an early
mornlng fire Sunday gutied most
of the muitl-level bultding.

No Injurles were reported from
1he fire, which had an unknown ori-
gin and caused what fire officials
cstimated could be milllons of dol-
lars in damage at the 12 Mile and
Orchard Lake Road intersectlon.

But owner Lou Bosce cauldn't be
speclflc about damages Sunday
mogning as he watched the nearly
18-year-old bullding go up in
flames at one of the cily's buslest
Intersections. Bosco also had his
bw offices in the bullding.

;usl refurbished it. It
was just really starting
to cook.”

— Lou Bosco
building co-owner

"1 don’t know what you can say
about it," satd Bosco, at the scene
with famlly members and another
co-owner, brother Don Bosco. “Yes,
we'll rebuild, I really feel bad for
the restaurant owner, He just re-
furbished i. It was just really
starting to cook.”

B "’/”;?‘ )

Mile just east of Orchard Lake Road. All four stations were
called oul to fight the multi-siory building blaze.

TIE FORMER McFrock's Tay-
ernon the lower leve) had just been
refurbished, renamed McJoe's, and
owners were planning to begln
serving food there today. The
Roman Terrace was also vndergo-
ing extensive renovatlons. Onc of
the owners, Bob McDonald, said he
wanted to re-open the restaurants
but couldn’t be sure Sunday,

“I would like to. It's really pre-
mature,” McDonald said. “I've got
to check wlth my partners and as-
sess our future.”

While on patrel carly Sunday,
Farmington Hills pollce officer
Tom Shivak smelled smoke in the
12 Mile and Orchard Lake roads
area, He found light smoke coming
through shingles at the north end of
the bullding in the 27000 block of
Orchard_Lake Road. Flreflghters

SHARON LoMIEUX/slatt pholographer

from all four statlons were
dispatched at 7:38 a.m.,, and were
still tighting flames into the after-

noon.

Farmington HIlIs police closed
off 12 Mile Road at Orchard Lake
Road to just cast of the flre slte for
much of the day. The billowlng
smoke could be seen for a distance
and drew many people who pulled
into nearby parking lots to watch
the action.

Although a fire Investlgatlon will
likely not be completed for several
days, Farmington Hills flre offi-
clals believe the fire started in an
office on the north side of the build-
Ing. It appcars to have swept
through a false ceiling which ran
the length of the bullding, burning
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Rivalry spirited and peaceful

{) game coverage, 1C

about a tattered image.

By Noraon Flack
stall writer

All scemed forglven between Farmingion High
and North Farmington High students at Friday
night’s basketball game when the rival teams
met for the first time since a post-game fight

three weeks before,

Both schools have been mending relations
since the Jan. 12 incldent at North Farmington,

which left students and administrators concerned

8

But for Mark Mitchell and Greg Endres, vic-
tims of the post-game violence Jan. 12, all is not
forgotten. The Farmington High senlors were
treated at Pravidence Hospltal in Novl for cuts
and bruises recelved in the fight.

Friday's rematch was at Farmington High
North won the spirited, well-attended game, 65-

57,

Mitchell and Endres admiited they still harbor
bad [eellngs aboutl the Incldent bul sald they
would never consjder revenge,

“That was the scarfest thing that I've ever

fight”

shauld have accepled more
ight, Mitchell sald,

IN TIIE Jan. 12 incident at North, several stu-
dents became upset when a visilor from Farm-
ington High used an alr horn durlng the game,
according to spectators and school officials.
North won this game, 64-61.

been through," Mitchell sald, “We (old them we
dldn't want to start anything. We didn't want to

The violence should not be a reflectlon of all
North Farmington students, but the perpetrators

still an
enigma

By Helen Nlomioc
statf writer

Steven Szeman remalns an ealg-
ma to his attorney, the prosecutor
and police who investigated the man.

Described as someone who epito-
mizes the “All-Amcrican  boy,"
Szeman was convicted and sen-
tenced Friday on 49 separate counts
that occurred during a 1987-88 ram:-
page that saw 10 women between
the ages of 12 and 61 victimized.

During that period, women in the
county regularly werc warned by
media that “the Oakland County ra-
pist™ was on the Joose.

Friday's sentencing brought to a
close nearly three years of investiga-
tion and prosecution of the former
West Bloomfield man. Szeman'’s con-
viction is the first of such magnitude
— both in number of charges and ul-
timate sentence ~ in Oakland Coun-
ty, according to assistant prosecutor
Jahn Slevin.

Slevin is satisfled that Szeman
plcaded guilty rather than going
through a trial.

“I'M MORE relieved for the vic-
tims," Slevin said. “It’s going to be a
long time — If ever ~ before he is
on the streets again.”

Lt. Jeffrey Werner of the Bloom-
tield Township police Investigated
the scries of rapes, which began
there. He was relleved that the en-
tire ordeal Is over.
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Schools say
cover ads
not theirs

By Cascy Hans
stalf writer

A company selling adveriising for
school book covers Is not afflilated
with the Farmington school distrlet.

“We just wouldn't sell ads for a
book cover,” sald Longacre Elemen-
tary principal Bl Smith. Several
buslnesses called him last week lo
ask about a sollcitation that linked
itself to Longacre,

“They're using the Longacre name
— showling a piece of paper that hls
the name on it.”

He has been busy handling 1nq|l|r-
fes rogarding the book covers being
sold by Parrish & Assoclales, a com
pany owned by Farmington resident
Charles Heady. Several Farmington.
arca bmlnmcs plus one in lennlu,
had d him, Smith sald,

for the

’
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Heady, upset because former prin-
clpal Milic Bennett had ordered
6,000 covers, sald the company bad
:toppcd u-ll!ng advertising for the
Longacre covers because of the
problems, Smith sald he had spoken. *
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