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MOVING PICTURES

A b

Crystal (Chloe Webb) Is the center of attention

ey 5

leon Stone (Denzel Washington) In New Line

vS,

for both Jack Moony (Bob Hoskins) and Napo- Cinemn's “Hear! Condition."

‘Flashback:’

“Flashback” (B-, R, 105 minutes)
i3 an entertaining bit of fluff that
shifts gears too often te fulfill its
mission as the definltive statement
about the "60s.

Desplte some clever, sardonic
comments on that vaunted time in
Amerlca, the movle isn't

% the movies

¥ Dan
Greenberg

or serlous enough to play in the big
leagues. Nonetheless, it's worth your
time and money.

San Franclsco, 1989, is the polnt
from which the film trlps back on
what turns out to be comical, albelt
cynical, nostalgia.

Stralght-arrow FBI agent John

Is

Grading the movies

A+ | Top marks - sura 1o please

A | Close behind - excellent

it too much

raise everyone's blood pressure. Re-
viewed by Jason Brown

U you're in the mood for Bette
Midler or If you enjoy slow-paccd,
but well-produced soap operas, then
“Stella” (C, PG-13, 105 minutes) [s
your emoticnal detergent.

In the title role, based on Olive
Proudty’s novel, “Stella Dallas,”
Bette Midler Is a sharp-witted,
smart-talking and fast-moving bar-
mald who attracts the attention of
young Dr. Dallas (Stephen Collins),

Back in '69 when this, the third
and last “Stefla” opens,

A- | Stlitin runntag for top honors

Buckner (Klefer as-
sigaed to get a prisoner, Huey Walk-
cr (Dennis Hopper), to Spokane,
Wash,, for trial, Walker has been on
the lam for 20 years, hiding out from
a charge of maliclous mischief when
he disconnected Vice Presldent Splro
Agnew’s car from the traln as it
pulled out of the station on a whistle-
stap tour.

Pretty good stul, not perieet

B_jGood

; Good bul notable deficlencles

Justa cut above average

young doctors were qulte nalve, How
else can you explain young Dr. Dal-
las belng infatuated by a somewhat
chunky, late 30ish-looklng barmald
dancing on the bar.

It's just too hokey for words, After
the dance, Stella refuses Stephen's
entreatles for a date with a convinc-

C_|Mediccre

C- |Nolso hotand slipplng fast

Ing, “stop e attitude and
pretty soon they're hugglng and kiss-
Ing and Stella Is pregnant.

The FBI is mare how-
ever, with his status as an escaped
prisoner. Thelr pride suffers when a
prisoner escapes.

The very best of the poor stuff

D |Poor

Fllms such as “Fiashback" have 2
lot to say about the ‘60s and, as well,
about contemporary times. Unfor-
tunately, most of the message Is pet-
ty lightweight and the frivolity of
Walker's character doesn’t match
the serlousness of the message hls
2 is supposcd Lo 1est upon.

There's als0 a buddy-film hiding in
all the shenanigans as the enforced
comradeshlp of guard and prisoner
teads to the usual complleations —
the menaclng local lawman, Sherifl
Hightower {Cliff De Young) and the
evolutlon from antagonism to re-
spect and camaraderfe between
Buckner and Walker,

THERE'S ALSO a few "60s twists
— a former flower child, Maggle
{Caro) Kanc) and two aging yupples,
Barry and Hal (Rlchard Masur and
Michael McKean). The latter two ex-
hiblt great and {unny guilt for hav-
ing rejected their counter-culture
youth for middle-age comfort and

success.
While the fllm ha?’ enough laughs,

D- |1t doesn't get much worse

the difference in thelr
worlds, Stella rejects hls marriage
proposal, and hls meney and ralses
da]\;ghler Jenny (Trinl Alvarado) her-
seif,

'l:hcre's all the usual, soapy ups-

d
d:

F | Truly awdul

Z | Resaived fot the col bad

+ | Noadvanced screening

ger to nall high-profile, black Bever-
Iy Hills lawyer Leon Stone (Denzel
‘Washlngton). In additlon to his racial
prejudice and his suspiclons about
Stone’s lllegal activities, Moony is
upset when his glrl, Crystal Gerrlty
(Chloc Webb) leaves him to take up
with Stone,

Then, In a rare stroke of fate,
Moony has a heart attack, Stone Is
killed and Moony s saved by having
Stone's heart transplanted. To fur-
ther aggravate the bigoted detective,
Stone turns up as a ghost to advise
Moony on how to cateh the guys that
bumped Stone off.

COMPLICATIONS also include a
U.S. Senator dead from a drug over-
dose — but since the senator was on

some poj and an
wltty soclo-palltieal comment, \it's
awlully slow getting started, has too
many rapid mood shifts and too
many unllkely coincldents. But, it's
St fun.

In “Heart Condition” (B-, R, 95
minutes), racist Los Angeles Detec-
tive Jack Moony {(Bob Hoskins) I3 ea-

a to pass anti-drug legls-
lation, his death is hushed up.
There's a conncctlon, frlends, so stay
with It — fllm at eleven.

There's enough plot, a clever idea
and exceellent performances by Den-
zel Washington and Bob Hoskins so
is a worthwhile evenlng even
though “Heart Condltion” won't

VIDEO VIEWING

and ther ura-
bility of Stella and Stephen. After 20
years she still looks like a chunky,
late 30ish-looking barmald and he Is
still young Dr. Dallas. He just dress-
s better,

Good performances, music and
phatography can't save this one.
STILL PLAYING:

“All Dogs Go To Heaven" (B} (Gse)
90 minutes,

Well-known volces back this antmated
atory about Charlle the German Shepherd
and lichy the Dachshund,

“Always" (B-}{PG) 110 minutes.

Somctimes polgnant, sometlmes sappy
story of airborne {lre fighter who returns
from death as a spirit.

“Back to the Future Part 11" (B+)
{PG) 30 mlnules.

All your favorite time-travelers are in
other dimenslons once again,

“Blaze™ (A}(R) 110 minutes.

Superb Paw) Newman porteayal of
Loulsiana Governor Ear) K. Long with
Lotita Davidovich excellent as stripper/
glrliriend, Blaze Starr.

“Bara on the Fourth of July™ (A} (Rt}
144 minutes,

Touching, graphlcally disturblng, poig-
nant, {rightening autobiography of Ron
5nvlc {Tom Crulse), a paraplegic Viet

el

“Crimes sad Mlsdemeanors™ (A+)
(PG-13) 100 minutes.

Woody Allen at his best in thls roman.
tic comedy about family Jife with alt Its
Joy and sadness,

By Dan Groonberg
spaclal wrlter

“The Adventures of Milo & Otis"
{1989, color, G, 76 minates) will be
avallable on cassette Jan. 31, The
tilm is a llve-action animal fantasy
that received very little play at the
Jocal theaters last year., Its rapid ap-
pearance on video allows your chil-
dren to view a “G" fllm - take ad-

Ray Walston appears as wealthy
Grandpa Charles MacLeod. The fa-
ther/son triangle with Marie shapes
up as “Donovan’s Braln” with sex,
but there wasn't enough of anything
to keep me from dozing off. You
know, I don't really care what hap-
pened and you shouldn't elther.
Available Jan. 25.

FRANK ZAPPA fans wlli apprecl-
ate the master's Jan. 1 release of a
halt.d

tage of this rare

Mllo the kitten and his frlend, a
puppy named Otis, spend thefr day
cxploring the barnyard where they
were born., Gradually, they branch
out in the countryside and Milo is
swept away by a rapld river current.

tries to rescue hls friend and
they have marvelous adventures, It
should dellght the young-at-heart as
well as the little children.

At the other end of the scale is
“Blood Relatlons” from Nelson En-
tertainment. This fllm is 50 slow and
pretentlous that. they ought to
change the company's name {0 Nel-
son Snooze.

Dr, Andreas Wells (Jan Ruebes) is
@ neurcsurgeon with toe many quirks
in his personality for my taste. I cer-
tainly wouldn't let him operate on
my braln. Hls estranged son, Thomas
(Kevin Ricks), blames dad for the
death of mom. Thonas finatly re-
turns home with a beautiful fiancee,
Marie Desette (Lydle Denler).

S ) e

tapes although — wilh
the exeeption of “The Amazing Mr.
Blekford” — I can't magine who
else mlight, if there are any clues in
the portions 1 walched of “Uncle
Meat — The Motbers of lnvention
Movle” 1t's 120 minutes of color
footage shot over a 20-year perlod,
starting In 1967,

This counter-culture hodgepodge
purportedly presents an alternative
view of our time — diffcrent, that ls,
{rom the plasticized caricatures secn
on TV, While I hold no brief for tete-
vision sit-coms, “Uncle Meat” Is
even less amusing. It represents
home moves at their worst, a terrif-
ic lack of discipline and the unmitl-
gated gall to belleve that anyone
would care to watch two hours of
borlng nonsense and personal jokes.

“The Trae Story of Frank Zappa’s
200 Motels,” “Videa Frem Hell,”
“Daby Snakes" and “Frank Zappa
Live; Does Humor Belong In Music?"
are four of the remalning flve tapes.

N .

The fifth Is one worth your time
and atientlon. Bruce Blekford, aptly
billed as “Master of Clay Anlma-
tion" offers some truly amazing vis-
tas in the lttle world of clay.

Animatlon is frame by Irame pho-
tography and In the case of clay, a
frame Is shot, the clay Is modeled
slightly, another frame s exposed
and 50 on. Thus the 55-minute tape
contalns 79,200 scparate sequential
photographs, cach onc requlring
planaing, record-keeplng and modcl-
ing o!f clay.

THE “BICKFORD" musical score
was by Frank Zappa, with perfor-
mances by Ensemble Intercontem-
porian conducted by Pierre Boulez
and The London Symphony conduct-
ed by Kent Nagano,

Despite stunnlng claymation, the
Images and characters in Bickford's
work are always complex and gencr-
ally hostile, Excretion and violent
anlmal-monsters are major motifs
as is the loner versus authoritarian
flgures.

But the truly amazing animation
makes It all worth while, partlcutar-
1y the ways in which forms continu-
ally evolve from one another, IU's
hard to Imagine the time, patience
and arlistlc vislon required to com-
plete such a project. Nonetheless it
;vlill be available for $29.98 on Jan.

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

DFT celebrates animation .

By John Monaghan
special wrltor

The new installment of “The In-
Tournes of
used to highlight the Detrait Flim
‘Theatre winter schedule, Lines typl-
cally stretch out the door for the
sold-out night of contemporary ani-
mation from around the world.

This weekend's three-night run of
“The Anlmation Celebration” offers
a somewhat more commerclal look
at 24 animated shorts from a half
dozen countrles. These were the
most popular {llms at the Sccond
and Third Los Angeles Internatlonal
Animatlon Celebrations,

‘Though often radically different in
terms of concept and exceutlon, each
anlmated fltm brings home the same
point — carloons aren't just for kids
anymore,

Take BIIt Plymptom's brutally
funny “25 Ways to Qult Smoking” for
example. In a companion plece (o his
carller “My Face,” a smoker demon.
sirates fool-proof ways to kick the
hablt. In a section of self-disclpline,
the smoker follows each puff with a
punch Into his impossibly malteable
face.

THERE ARE some familiar lm-
ages to ground a commerclal audi-
cnce. Matt Groelng’s “The Slmp-
sons" (whoe currently have their own
half-hour televislon show) are in-
{erspersed throughout the program,
as are award-winning TV spots for
Yoplait and MTV.

Some cartoons even reflect the
splrit of Internatlonal relations. In
the Americanmade “Propogan-
dance,” stereotypleal Russian and
American dancers come together in
the performance of tradltional cos-
sack and '80s break dancing moves.
Unfortunately, It's better In concept
1han In exceution,

More interesting is *The
Marathon,” a touching Soviet tribute
to Mickey Mouse in celebratton of
hls 60th anniversary. Moscow stu-
dent animators show Mlckey cavort.
Ing on one half of the screen while
generations grow up and die on the
other, all the while entertained by
the cartoon mouse.

The Pixar Studio’s “Tin Toy,"
shown In other festivals, displays
Just how far computer animatlon has
come in the past decade, Pixar’s lat-
est effort, “Knlcknack,” about a
snowman’s efforts to break free

SCREEN SCENE

DETROIT FILM SOCIETY, 5201
Woodward Ave., Detroil. Call 833
4048 for Information ($25 or $20
membership)

Stage to Screen — “Witness for
the Prosccution” (USA — 1957), 7
p.m. Feb. 9-10. Billy Wilder's
suspenseful adaptatlon of Agatha
Christle's courtroom drama. Ailing
attorney Charles Laughton Is con-
vinced of Tyrone Pawer's innocence
but doesn’t know what Marlenc
Dietrich has up her sleeve. Followed
by “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” (USA —
1958), a falthful verslon of Tennessee
Williams’ steamy mielodrama, star-
ring Paul Newman and Elizabeth
Taylor.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De-
troit Institute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward Avenue, Detrolt. Call 833-2323
for tnformatlon. (§4)

“Animation Celcbration” Feb. 9-
11 (eall for show times). Ar excellent
collection of animated shoris {rom

Bill

from his glass prison, makes its due.*
but here.

MY FAVORITE selection is “Un.
babarauma,” a five-minute ¢
whirtwind of color and rhythm set (o
the music of Jorge Ben, Talking >
Heads Yeader David Byrae commis. !
sioned the flim 10 promate a compi- “«
Iation of Brazilian music he released
last year.

irecled by Susan Yo
Mike Smith, “Unib:
nusnber of technique:
on paper, ink brush s ise "
tels, drawing and cut-outs on filpg -
and also conventtonal cel animation,
H goes far beyond the average music
video. ‘

Not all of the choces ase ths -
good. "Karg," which starts with an
engaging concept of ot that
exists solely in a man’s di and, -
will soon be destroyed when he
awakes, dotsn't live up 10 its 23-mmn-
ute running time.

You certainly pget ¥our mwoney's
worth from “The Animation Cele-
bration.” But at 105 minutes, even o
party this good goes on a bit too "
lony,

by D.W. Griifith stars Walter Huston
as the famous U.S. president,

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 29415
Seven Mile, Livonia, Cabl 476-1166
for informutlon, (Free)

“Exedus" (USA — 1960), 10 a.m,
Feb. 6. The Jewlsh fight for a home-
land turned into a sprawling eple ad-
venture by director Otto Preminger.
Paul Newman Is oddly cast as an Is-
racll leader who falls for army nurse
Eva Marle Saint. As part of the
mall's month-long tribute to Paul
Newman.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E.
Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call 668-8397
for nformation. ($4 general, $3.25
students and seniors)

Films dirccted by Stanley Kubrick
dominate the selections this week.

“The Shining” (USA — 1980), 4
and 9:30 p.m, Feb. 6. Jack Nicholson,
in one of his best crazy roles, terror
izes his family in & spooky old hotel,

t al but like

around the world, I
Plympton’s 25 Ways to Quit Smok-
fng,” the David Byrne-produced
“Umbabarauma” and TV's “The
Simpsons.”

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Avenue,
Bearborn. Call 043-2330 for informa-
tion, (Free)

“Abraham Lincoln" (USA — 1930),
7 p.m. Feb. 5. The last film directed

and the

present . . .

1990
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Kids!

&

Laurel Park Place

Detroit Science Center

SUPER
HEROQES*

all Kubrlek filrus, hauntingly beauti-
ful.

“Dr. Strangelove" (Britaln —
1964), 7 p.m. Feb. 6 and 9 p.m. Feb,
8. In the anti-war black comedy, a
paranold American general (Sterling
Hayden) sets World War IIf in
motion, Bomber pilot Slim Pickens
is determined 1o sce that his war-
heads mak= It 10 Russia, while Peter
Sellers plays cveryone from the U.S,

A High-Tech Adventure
featuring hands-on exhibits
February 1 thru 12

Smdot-Man 1s a Tradomark of Marvel Etertaiament Group, Inc.
Supor Hotoes i o Rademark of DC Comics, tnc. and Marvel Enfontainmant Group, tne. AN fughts Rosersea

Lol T2l Trace .

A Masterpiece in the Making”

I-275 Expressway at W. Six Mile & Newburgh Road e Livonia ;2

R A T T grrewrery e

Enter our SUPER HERO*
Puzzle Contest February 1-12

Laurel Park Place and the Observer & Eccentri
children to connect the dots and color the hidd
available in the stores at Laure! Park Place. Co
on display until February 16, Prizes will be awai
courtesy of Laurel Park Place, Detroit Science

c Newspapers invite

en Super Hero", Entries
mpleted pictures will be
rded in four age catagories,
Center and The Toy Store.

ident to the title ch, .
“2001: A $pace Oddy: “{USA -
1968). 7 p.m. Feb. 8 and 1), Ku-
il i masterpicee still has
viewers guessing. When i emyste
ous monulith is discovered on the Ju-.
nar surface, strange things happen
to a group of astronauts, Climaxed. .+
by a trip through tise and dinen. .
sions, which should luvk extra fabu.
lous when run through the Michi

£an's new 70mm projector.

REDFORD  THEATRE, 17360 7%
Lahser, Detroit. Cal} 537-2560 for
formation. ($2}

“The Greatest Show on Eurth” |
{USA — 1952), 8 pan. Feb. 9-10. Big '~
tap excitement from Cecil B. DeM-*
ille, full of then-famnous circus pe
formers and hokey melodrama, Jim-
my Stewart fares best as a circus
clown with a shady past.

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woadward .
Ave, Detroit. Call 9633913 for w-
formation. (§3.50, $2.50 students and

pr

"A Virus Knows No Morals,” 7.3
p.m. Feb. 5. A darkly v satire
about AIDS misinformation, Among
the filin's bizarre cha :
awner of a g

najor detriment to s
d a government official
s that all AIDS vieums |

‘Nt o concentration
1y not for alb tastes




