By Casoy Hans
stalf writer

“Let the best team win!” was the
cry, as the Math Pentathalon
Games were under way.

‘Teams of teachers, calling them-
selves “mathletes,” competing
agalnst each other, used geometry,
thinking skllls and other mathe-
matical ideas as they were Intro-
duced to educational board games
they are consldering for their
classrooms. Some 22 (cachers at a
Wood Creck Elementary in-service
Thursday learned about the hands-
on Math Pentathalon program de-
signed 1o let students have fun
while they learn. The program also
teaches students how to make deci-
sions while working in teams.

into math,” explatned Joette
Kunse, a glfted coordinater for
Farmington schools, who was one
of the presenters at the fn-servlce,
done at the request of Wood Creek
teachers. The games were devel-
oped by John del Regato, who does
summer workshops for teachers to

“It’s a way to put thinklng skills.

Fourth and tifth grade leachers learn some hands-on malhe- teacher Annic Cr
matics games during a workshop last Thursday al Wood Creck ard Strauss, Eagle learning center teacher Patricia Foster and
Elementary. Pictured, from left, are Wood Creck lilth grade Wood Creek tourth grade teacher Darlene Egbert.

Making math fun

Teacher ‘mathletes’ try out games for kids
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‘It's a way to put thinking skills into
math,” explained Joette Kunse, a
gifted coordinator for Farmington
schools. . . The games were
developed by John del Regato, who
does summer workshops for teachers
to encourage the hands-on approach.

encourage the hands-on approach.
Runse, the district’s math/com-
puter coordinator Richard Strauss,
and Wooddale Elementary teacher
Retta London presented the 15
board games, for which Wood
Creek has been given a budget of
$900 to purchase sets for school-
wide use. London said teachers at
Wooddale have already gone
through training and are using the
Pentathalon Games program, not
only In the classroom, but as a

treat during the lunch hour as well.

“How refreshing to witness the
same value and respect bestowed
upon Intellectual endeavor, as is
usually awarded to participation In
sports,” London said in her presen-
1ation 1o teachers. She suggested to
Wood Creek teachers that they pur-
chase the games as a schoolwide
activity and share them from a
central arca of the school, so akl
the games can be tried in many
rooms.

Games are rated in three cate-
gorfes: Kindergarten and first
grade; second and third grade; and
fourth and fifth grade. But London
and Kunse suggested that the lev-
els could be interchanged, depend-
ing on what students enjoyed.

One of the games for the younger
set is "Hex,” which has six differ-
ent shapes for students to use. It
encourages shape recognltion,
fractions, counting and additlon,
how shapes relate to cach other
and other thinking and observation
skills,

Students in grades two or three
can play a game called “Par 55,
which deals with shape recognitlon
at a higher level.

Fourth and fifth grade teachers
became engrossed with a game
called “FAB" or Fractlon Adding
Bars, which tested thelr knowledge
of {ractlons, used reasoning skills
and encouraged team competition.

London said she Is encouraglng
the introduction of the Pentathaton
Games into all Farmington Public
Schoals, so there can eventually be
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with Bennett and that she had not or-
dered them. He refused to take de-
livery.

"You tell Longacre Elementary I
have a legal contract with them,”
Heady said. But he said he would not
try 1o enforce it

“"Whatever they want, they get.
We do whatever it takes to keep
them happy.

"We struggle to make a living. We
do have pride.”

A COMPANY in Kentucky filed 2
complaint against Parrish & Associ-
ates of Livonia on Jan. 24 with the
Kentucky Attorney General's Con-
sumer Protectlon Division for what
company offlclals believe was a mis-
representation in Parrish’s sales ap-
proach,

Farmington police say they will
seek criminal charges against the
company if they affiliate themselves
with Longacre In thelr sales pitch
again,

“We assume as of yesterday, there
would be no soliciting,” commander
Chuck Lee said Thursday after
speaking to Heady. “But if they (Lon-
gacre ofticials) contlnue to get com-
plaints, we'll go after somebody.” By
representing themselves on behalf of
Longacre, the company was commit-
ting fraud, Lee sald,

Heady said he had 50 independent
contraciors worklng for him around
the country, and they sell book cov-
crs, coloring books and anti-drug
pamphlets to 3,000 school districts
cach year, He said each office Is in-
dependent.

Comemporary Awards and Tro-
phy was a Farmington company ap-
proached twice by different Parrish
representatives, once last fall and
again in the past two weeks. Manaé

know who to believe,” he said,

Roujoulian sajd he had offered 10
give a 10-percent downpayment on
the advertisement, with the balance
10 be paid when the covers were
received. That was not acceptable,
he was teld.

The Kentueky company, Logan
Alumnimum  of Russellville, has
filed to get its $259 back from Parr.
ish through the state attorney gener-
al. Spokeswoman Nancye Boggs said

it's not the money but the principal

of the matter,

“It's not the money, it's a very
small amwunt. I think it makes it re-

ally hard when a legitimate business'.

cames in.”

She sald Parrish sold the bouk cov-
crs by saying they would have a
drug-iree message, would be given

to their local Logan County High .

Scheol, and that they would be deliv-

cred at the beginaing of the 1989-90 -

school ycar. Alter reallzing they
weren't delivered last fall, she said
the company requested their money
back, and left numerous messages
for Heady, which he did not return,

An assistant principal at the Lo-
gan County High School said Friday
the covers were recently received. A
capy of the book cover shows no

drug-free message, only advertise- .

ments and the hlgh school name.

Heady sald he could not find a
company file on the Logan County
school but did catl and confirm that
the product was recelved. He also
said he responds to all complaints
filed agalnst the company and that if
he finds sales representatives lying.
they are terminated.

Although Heady would not con- =

firm that Llvonia was the headquar-
ters of the company, he said all ac-
counting functions are done out of
that office. A Parrish & Associates

ger and owner Ray sal ina Tenn., off-
his company regularly participate In  lce sald he did not know where the
hool-related but was company’s main office was, but that

a districtwide

State DNR nixes funding
request for Pioneer Park

News briefs from the Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills city
halls will appear regularly in this
column,

@ FARMINGTON HILLS

® Application denied — The state
Departmment of Natural Resources
has denied Farmington Hills® appli-
cation for financing a comfort sta-
tion-concession stand in _Ploncer
Park, an athletle park on Farming-
ton Road, north of 13 Mile.

Speclal scrvices director Dan
Potter sald no reason has been given
yet for the denlal,

Picnic tables, however, have been
baught for the park. And the parks
and recreation commisslon Is ex-
ploring the Idea of bullding an lee
rink in Pioncer Park’s parking lot
{or use in the winter.

o Offlcers elected — The Cauncll

CITY HALL

newsheat

kinson; treasurer, Jim Vandenberg:
trustees, Jack Rajkovich (former
president} and Barry Stulberg.

@ Oplnion shared — Farmington
Community Library Director Bever-
Iy Papai sald she belicves library
trustees would be receptive to ideas
developed by a three-member Farm-
Ington Hills city counctl ad hoc com-
mittee charged with studying major
financial issues, such as a new, larg-
er main library.

] think the library board certaln-
ly would be receptive to Ideas re-
gardIng the resolution of our spatlal

of o
Farmington Rills has clected 1990
officers. .

‘The new offlcers are: president,
Marty Krohner; flIrst vice president,
Gall Haynes; second vice president,
Steven Relfman; secretary, Jim At-

p " Papal said. "The board
must examine tdeas {from the ad hoc
committee) In terms of what it
wants to do.”

 Clarities position — Farming-
ton 1Hills ¢ity councilman Jonathan
Grant said he has no Intentlon of

“conducting city business behind
closed doors” as a member of the
city council’s three-member ad hoe
committee that witl study major (i~
nancial Issues facing the city.

Grant said he has every Intention
of bringing a report back to the
council on any findings the ad hoc
group has on major needs, such as a
communlty activities center, larger
library and the need for more parks
and reereation Jand. “I am account-
able to the public for the next four
years,” he sald.

As a three-member committee,
members Grant, Terry Sever and
Lawrence Lichtman, are not re-
quired to have meetlngs open to the
public. Four council membets, a
quorum, requires a public meeting.

Grant said he supported a three-
member task force because with
cven one more councll member, the
study group would come back to the
seven-member counch! with a report
that “is basically a mandate. The
task force shouldn't be a quorum be-
cause its power when it comes back
to the clty council is toa strong.”

Flying in B-52 was Hills
man’s ride of a lifetime

Continued from Page 1

At high altitudes, during pressurlzation loss, filllngs and
crowns have been known lo liberate themselves from the
mouths of unwary victims."

The 5,000-mile round trip, which lasted 11 hours, began
at Wurtsmith AFB in Oscoda and went as far south as
New Mexico.

“It's an uncomfortable, big, tight beast, but you fall for
this alrplane very rapidly, When you're over a target
there Is no alr conditioning because everything is directed
toward the radar.

“You've got your parachute on, your helmet flight sult,
combat boots, Jong underwear, gloves at certaln times.

“That’s part of the reason why the Alr Force Is losing
these guys, because they sit there for five, six, seven
hours and get batlcred around. At the end of that time,
these guys are really wrung out. These are kids dolng a
man's job, and they are doing It well.”

On Vinlkour's flight, the navigator, the oldest crew
member, was 30,

Vinikour sat in the Inspector pilot’s scat behind the pi-
1ot and co-pllot, He got sick three times white aboard.

THE B-52 dropped bombs over a range in Utah. “You
can't {eel the vibration. We were one mile and one minute
behlind and 500 feet above our leader.”

Ironically, for as much defense writing work as Vinl-
kour does now, he was never in the military. During the
Victnam War, he was classified 1A for seven years, took

people

two physlcals but never got called,

He had applled in Miami, and many Cuban refugees
there enlisted become instant citizens, he said,

Vinlkour belleves there 13 a misconception that if a per-
son can't make it In the outslde world, he goes into the
military.

“Some of the most professienal people I have ever seen
are In the military.”

VINIKOUR IS a former president of Derus Media Ser-
vlce Inc in Chicago, one of the oldest filler companles in
the country, B

Currently, Vinlkour delivers news [eatures to suburban
and rural newspapers across the United States. He !s af.
fillated with North American Precis Syndlcate In New
York. He deals with
defense Industries. : 3

Vinlkour grew up in Valparaiso, Ind., where his family
owned junkyards. He became interested In aviation by
living across the atreet from a amall afrport.

For the April conference, Vinikour Ls arranging four
separate panels, He has lined up U.S. Secretary of De-
fense Dick Cheney and Tom Clancy, author of the *The
Hunt for Red October.”

and,

skeptlcal of this one. “It's hard to

“most of the checks go inta Livonia.”

Two Valentine ideas for a ginll

‘Way cool collections of stationery
items including die-cut sheets,
coordinating solid sheets, envelopes,
stickers, cotored paper clips,

pencil and eraser. Reclosable vinyl
pouch. Assorted styles, 6.50

Fun socks to treat her feeti
Assorted styles in cotton/acrylic
spandex. Sizes S-M-L, pair/4.50

Children's Shop

Jacobsons
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Wo walcome Jacabson's Charge. MasterCard? VISA? and Ameticen Expresst . .
Shap untit 9 pm. on Thursday and Frigay. Until 8 p.m. en Monday, Tuesday, Wedneeday and Saturday,
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