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County seeks to educate incinerator critics

By Pat Murphy
stalf weiter

Oakland County's solid waste pro-
gram wants 1o become user friendly.

The pregram has plenty of adve-
cates who enderse county plans to
spend an estimated $470 million to
handle municipal wasle over the
next 20 years or s0.

But the program’s critics were a

No help

By Pat Murphy
staif writer

County officials want to lend a lit-
tle credit to Southfield, Farmington,
Troy and uther communities strug-
gling with solid waste.

Oakland officials are looking into
the possibility of letting SOCRRA
and  RRRASOC, two authorities
formied in southern Qakland County
to manage waste, use the county’s
credit ratlng, the highest possible for
a2 municipalisy, to scl bonds to
finance their projects, sald Roger
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focal peint of at teast part of the dis-
cusslon last week at a meeting of the
Oakland County Solid Waste Task
Force.

Roger Smith, deputy director of
the Solid Waste Unlt of the county's
departiment of public works, gave an
update on county plans which in.
clude reeycling, composting leaves
and grass cllppings, using existing
landfills and bullding a $170 miltlon

waste-to-cnergy incinerator in Au-
burn Hilts,

Essentlally, Smith said plans are
progressing on schedule. The county
is walting [or permit approval from
state and federal authorities for Its
incinerator, he said,

Furthermore, officlals are prepar-
ing to nvgotlate jnter-government
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within Oakland County.

needed, thanks

Smith, director of the county’s solid
waste program,

The better credit rating would en-
able the authorities to get mare fa-
vorable interest rates, and thus save
money. Spokesmen for those com-
nwnitics, however, are prepared to
say, “Thanks, but we probably won't
necd your help.”

During a2 meeting of the Oakland
County Solid Waste Task Force last
week, Smith satd officlals want to
help communities working on their
own solid waste preblems.

Smith, who is also a deputy direc-
tor of the county’s department of
public works, said those efforts are
vital 10 the overall success of the
county's solid waste program that
will cost about $470 million over the
next two decades,

SOCRRA is the Southeast Oakland
County Resource Rtecovery Authorl-
ty. It includes Berkley, Beverly
Hills, Birmingham, Clawson, Hazel
Park, Ferndale, Huntington Woods,

Lathrep Village, Madison Helghts,
Oak Park, Pleasant Rldge, Royal
0ak, Royal Qak Township and Troy.

RRRASOC, Resource Recovery
and Reeyeling Authority of South-
west  Oakland  County, tncludes
Farmingion, Farmington Iills,
Southfield, Seuth Lyon, Walled Lake
and Wixom,

SOCRRA IS BUILDING 2 $50 mil-
lion waste-to-energy incinerator in
Madison Heights and s awaiting
permit approval from state officials,
accorditg to executive directary
‘Thomas Waffen.

OCRRA

TIIE AGREEMENTS are critlcal,
said Thomas Biasell, director of pub-
lic services in Farmingtoa Hills and
a member of the task force, as a
prerequisite to the county's getting
bonds 1o bulld the Incinerator,

While the agreements are com-
plex, they stipulate that communi-
ties pledge municipal waste {o the
inclnerator which needs a steady
tlow of waste to functien cfficlently,
sald Biasell,

Communities wi)l pay more ini-
tially, he said, But they expect to
save money over the ycars when
tipping fees are expected to skyrock-
<t as they have in other densely pop-
ulated areas,

Tipping fees here are around $20
per ton, compared with as high as
$100 in areas on the east coast,

The discusslon turned 1o critics of
the incinerater when county Com-

for the incineratar,” satd James G.
Meenahan of Union Lake, a supervi-
sor of environmental and energy sys-
tems for a General Molors subsidi-
ary and a member of the task force,

Mcenzhan said the task force
should learn mare about the meeting
— if indeed It has been scheduled —
and send infermed represcntatives
to provide accurate Information
about the incinerator.

Mecenahan said he considers citl-
zen meetings to be a healthy devel-
opment, even If they are organlzed
by opponents,

But the county shauld provide ac-
curate informatlon en which to base
their decisions,

Rewold, chalrman of the board of
commissioners and who has repeat-
edly urged citizen imput for the solid
waste program, took the idea a step
further.

Roy Rewald, R 3
inquired about a meeting — suppos-
edly organized by people concerned
about the facility to be located
southwest of the intersection of
Brown and Giddings roads in Auburn
Hills.

“¥YOU CAN bet they're not meet-
ing te form a welcoming committee

He inviting some of the
incinerator's skeptics to accompany
task force members on a planncd
visit 10 York, Pa. — where the West.
inghouse Electric Corp. has built an
Inclnerater very similar to the onc it
plans to bulld in Auburn Hills.

TASK FORCE members and other
county offictals have visited opura-

appreclate
Oakland’s offer of a credit rating,
said Waffen. "But we probably wen't
nced It. We've been operating since
the mid 1950s and we have a good
record, financlally and otherwise,"
RRRASOC Is in the mlddie stages
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ting incinerators in several com-
munlties — including Balimore,
Md., and Nashville, Tenn. — to
gather information,

Smith visited the Incinerator tn
York last month, and urged task
force members to do the sume,

Sceing a fully operational incin-
erator that is welcomed n the com.
tmunity will mitigate some fears
about the facility in Aubuen Hills,
Smith said.

Alice Tomboulian, a task force
member from Qakland Township,

“Pesple  frequently  form  their
opinions (about incinerators) on in.
complete (or outdated) informalion,”
she said,

"It they talk {as members of the
1ask force have) to people who live
aext to an dncinerator,” she said,
perhps they won't be as fearful
former state repre-
ident of the Easi-
ern Michigan Environmental Action
Countil, suid she visited a i
tor in Londen, Ont., that w
within a hospital complex. was
amazed,” she said. “But the incin-
cratar generated power for the hos.
pitals.”
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of selecting a site for Its recycling
plant, called MRF, or matetlals re-
covery facility, a $20 mllllon
project.
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