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- ~THE fire that roared
through the Orchard R
Plaza Feb. 4 left two -

Farmington-area. service élubs
,without a meeting’ plnce.
" Both the Lions and th
Optlmlsts held club meetings at
the Roman Terrace restaurant, *
the major tenant in the seven.,.
bustness plaza northeast of 12 :

Mile and Omhard l.ake Rond

1 @ Qneof the oldest mcmbcn

By Casoy Hans
stalf writer

they say, are community pledges which wlll go
to benelit the Farmington Area Advisory Coun-

“5f the communl Edy
Sprague, 65, dled Feb, 1£ She was
.born and ralsed on'a farm neas

Furmlnmn In 1854;

Sta!
officially eelohnled untll nex
Monday, Presidcnt's Day. whl:h
vilso commemorates the Feb. 22
.hlrlhday of Georga Wnshln m

As two area glider pllots attempt to break a
world altitude record next month, their thoughts
wil) soar toward the young people they plan to

help.

12 March, ptlots Tom Drake and Blll Aber-
nethy will head for Minden, Nev,, where they
will attempt to break the 44,255-foot altltude
record set for two-seater sallplanes,

Located just south of Reno, Mlinden boasts
some of the best sajlplane fiying in the world.
The engineless sallplanes are towed into the air,
where pilols maneuver on alr and heat currents. “It'sa

But, more Important than breaking the record,

problem,”

it's a good one.

Yy

LT S

cil, an agency that helps those with substance
abuse problems throughout the arca.

They're calling it “Project Soar,”
thelr efforts will encourage young people to take
up {lylng, instead of taking drugs.

“I'M NOT saying our project will stop the
sald Drake, a Farmington resident.
“But It {fighting drugs) takes not only law cn-
forcement but educatlon, too. We're trylng to
hook them. Maybe we're dangling a carrot, but

and hope

Glider pilot Tom Drake of Farmington prepares to land during one of his many flights over the Manchester and Adrian areas.

n, up and away

Glider piloting pair shoots for world record

and Abernethy and thele back-up pllot and
ground support, retired U.S. Air Force Master
Sx\ Wliliam Oliver.

“We would like to break the world record, but
we want to help klds,” added Aberncthy, who
works on the research staff at U-M and llves In
the Ann Arbor area,

Project Soar, expected to cost about $10,000, is
being funded entirely by Paul Sakmar, a Roches.
ter resident and owner of Steel Industries of
Redford, where Drake Is employed. The money
will cover additlonal tralning, alrcraft rental,
equipment, lodging and transportation — leaving

Fifty Cents

kely
to go
public

Hills debates
status tonight

By Joanne Mallszowek}
staff writer

Tonight’s clty counci] discussion of
the ad hoc committee on flnances
won'l prompt reconslderation of the
commiittee, councllman Terry Sever
sald.

But the Farmington Hills commilt-
tee meetings are expected to be
opened to the publle.

The scheduled discussion of the
committee — charged with studying
major financial issues confronting
the city — is expected to prompt de-
bate amomg councll members and
residents who oppose the study

roup,
The dlscussion, as well as the en-
tire regular counclt meeting at 7:30
tonight, will be vldeotaped and
shown at a later date over Southwest
Oakland Cable Commission's public
access Channel 12,

Councliwoman Nancy Bates re
quested that the debate as well as
the entire council meeting be alred
1lve on the public aceess channel. Be-
cause of other scheduled program-
ming, however, videotaping is the
best that could be done, Bates said.

“I think there's a lot of citizen In-
terest [n the whole meeting,” Bates
safd, 1 really think it's important.
‘There's been such a gross misunder-
standing about this whole thing (ad
hoe committee).”

RESIDENTS ARMED wlith petl
tions opposing the ad hoc committee
are expected to speak tonight. They
are also hos:ng the city council will

o

sense of "
Helplng young people is a priority for Drake

Plense turn to Page 6

Crowded 47th court has tight fit

‘Taste . . ... ..Sec.B

‘Observer & Eccentric
- Classlfieds Workl

Sold in 2 1/2 Hours...

better use of existing space in the
courthouse are expecied from him at
the end of February. Cost estimates
are Lo be Included.

“There are 3 n:mbcf of things we

can
thelr needs,” Allen said.
needs have changed so much.”
The space study, which began in
mld-December, Includes Interviews
of the court staff, “their collective
needs and their area requirements,”

"Thelr

Allen satd.
The second phase Incledes propos-

als for reorganizing the existing
space to allow the staff to functlon
better. The study will Include recom-
mendatjons for adding a courtroom
if a third judge and statf Is added In
the future, Allen said.

THE IDEA for the maximum
$3,500 study came out of a meeting
between Farmingion city manager
Robert Deadman, Farmington Hills
city manager Willlam Costick and
47th Distrlet Court judges Margaret
Schacffer and Fred Harris, Farm-

ington and Farmingten Hills finance
the court system.

“The court was concerned about
the Jack of space in their operation,
malnly in the clerk’s operatlon, and
the need for additional space,” Dead-
man sald,

“When they come back with rec-
ommendatlons, we will know if we
are getting the best Ible use of
the space before we begin adding on
to the bullding,” Deadman added.

Piease turn to Page 4

Sever, however, believes that's un.
likely, “I believe the whole thrust of
the uprlsing is based on mlisrepresen-
tatlon and dishonesty.”

The petition circulated by a group
cailed  Citlzens Supporting Open
Meetlngs, states that the committee

“ysurps the authority of the full
council in violatlon of the clty char-
ter,”

Ploase turn to Page §

Haggerty still
needs EPA OK

By Darrell Presstey
stall wrlter

While plans to construct a muitl-
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It was the ride of a lifetime,

Al Vinlkour, a flve-year Farmington Hllls resldent,
flew a training exercise aboard a B-52 bomber. The planc
is the 30-year-old workhorse of the Strategle Alr Com-

mand.

Vintkour recelved the invitation because he is Midwest ’
regional director of Aviation/Space Writers Assoclation

and this year's program chalrman for the assoclatlon’s

annual news conference in April in Maryland.
“Each crew member must pass a stringent set of tests,
designed to determine the abllity to survive in a hlgh-

Ploaso tumn to Page d

RANDY BORST/atalf photographer

Aviation writer Al Vinikour warks not far from the model of lhn B-52G air-
plane he flew on the tralning misslon.

lane d near Haggerty Road
are stll In progress, the Federal
Highway Adminlstration has yet to
approve the profect.

““The key Is that the impact state
ment be approved. Then you can
think about construction,” sald Mi-
chael Flajole, project manager at
the Michigan Department of Trans-
portation.

When the environmental Impact
statement is finally approved, the
boulevard construction will begin,
probably in October,

LAST YEAR, MDOT recommend-
ed the construction of the boulevard,
which would relieve some of the
traffic on Haggerty Road. But the
Environmental Protectlon Agency
has not yet approved the recommen-

- datlon,

In July, the EFJA sald it would
deny recommendation and federal
money for the project unless an envi-
ronmental impact statement would
address the Issue that local commun-
itles ndopt wetlands and protection

plans,
The Federal Highway Administra-
tion sald It has no authority to re-
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