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Court
seeks
‘way out
‘of crunch

+ Continued from Page 1
! As the population has continued to
- Increase, the court’s caseload has
followed sult. Even il more court
- staff could be added to wrestle with
- Increased caseload, the blg question
. l:lghere to put them, Judge Harris
. sa

“All the arcas of the courthouse
are crowded. The halls are com-
" pletely crowded. Our clerks are just
cramped, There's no place left for
- more desks,” Judge Schaeffer said.
- “We need more clerleal help.
T We've tried to do It with computers,
: We have a large group of unhappy
people. It's become a stressful sltua-
tlon for our stafl. And the alr elrcu-
latlon is bad.”

Including Schaeffer and Harris,
the court has 24 full-time employees
and 6-8 part-time employees, Two
magistrates also work on the week-
ends and one day a week to help with
the cascload. A court reparter also
works with them, Schaeffer said.

THOUGH THE most ohvious
crowding is in the halls and in the
clerks’ areas, Harrls said that the
probation department [s just as bad,
with little space for a prebation offi-
cer and cllent to speak confidential-

RANDY

State opening door for
3rd 47th court judge

By Joanne Mallsxoweki
statt writor

State legislators are cxpected to
authorize a third judgeshlp for the
47th District Court. But the post
won't be added to the two-judge
court unless Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills officials agree to foot
1he bill.

“We'll let It go through (the Legls-
1ature) and become a publlc act (cre-
atlng the Judgeship). The local com-
munities will be notified. If they do
not pass resolutions {approving the
posltion and agreelng to finance It),
it Just sits there, nothing wlil hap-
pen,” said state Rep. Jan Dolan, R-
Farmington Hills,

“The ecity counclls don’t have to
discuss it at all, But the publle act
will be In place allowing it (a third

Probalte assistant Mary Combes searches for a file in the 47th
District Court's storage room. In addition to storing the papee- .
work of the court, it houses the copier, postal meter, computer

prints and storage boxes.

“We have such a crisls, It's unbe-
HNevable. We need two more proba-
tion officers, but there's no place to
put them, We have no place where
they can work,” Harris sald.

The Issue of adding a third judge
goes hand-in-hand with the issuc of
where to put a new judge and staff In
an already crowded building.

“Il we were ever to have a third
Judge,, we would have to get a new

bullding or add to the old one seme-
how," Costlck sald.

Until a new bullding could be ob-
tained or the exlsting one expanded,
a new judge and staff would have to
work somcwhere In the building.
“We could use the magistrate’s
space for a new courtroom. But It
wouldn'l work for a permanent solu-
tlon,” Schaeffer said.

They (clty ils) can
come back tater If they declde they
can afford it," Dolan added.

Judge Margaret Schaeffer, chlef
Farmington district judge, sald the
caurt's caseload — more than 30,000
cases last year — is heavier than {n
many district courts in suburban De-
{roit that already have three judges.

“We've struggled to get by wlith
magisirates. But more and more,
Pve come to the conclusion that we
need a third judge,” Schaelfer sald,
adding that the court's cascload In-
creases an average 6 percent annu-
ally.

NEWS THAT legislatlon creatlng

a third Judgeship is expected to be
introduced in the state House Tucs-
day look Farmington and Farming-
ten Hills clty managers by surlpl:is&

alyst in the Supreme Court Office of
the Chief Justice.

1 Farmington and Farmington
Hills are willing to finance a new
j hij fuding part of the sa).

“There’s been no dis-
cussion about o third judge,” Fartn-
inglon Hilla city manager Willlam
Costick safd, “We don't have the fa-
cllitles for a third judge nor have we
cver discussed it. The question of
{unding has never been broached.”

Both city managers learned of the
recommendatlon for a third judge
when Dolan called them Wednesday
after she was notifled that certain
distrlets were to be glven the oppor-
tunity to add a judgeshlp.

“No one likes surprises. It's not
been broached In front of elther city
councll, who wlll have to pay the
blll," Farmlngton city manager Reb-
ert Deadman said.

Deadman estimated that it would
cost the citics perhaps $500,000 for
the additlonal staff and facilitles re-
quired for a third judgeshlp.

Effectlve Jan, 1, 1990, district
judge salarles arc §93,817, with
Farmington and Farmington Hills
paylng a $41,047 share.

ADDING A judgeshlp to a distrlet
court sysiem is o Lwo-part process,
The state Leglslature must enact a
publle act creattng the judgeship.

Aciual ereation of the positlon de-
pends on whether the local govern-
mental units are willing to foot the
bill, sald Janet Welch, exccutlve an-

érads to need 20 credits for ceremony

By Marie Chostney
staff writor

Starting with the Class of 1991,
Clarenceville scnlors won't get to
participate in graduation ceremo~
nies unless they have earncd 20 cred-
its, the number of credits needed to
graduate,

The potley change made by the
Cl Board of

Clarenceville

The district includes parts of Livonia, Redford and Farming-

ton Hills,

of an

soht
!

T
Thursday does away with the long-
standIng rule that seniors with only
19 eredlts can attend the ceremonles
(but nat get a diploma} If they agree
1o attend summer school to carn the
exira credit.
The old policy allowed a student
one-credit short to “graduate” with
his or her elassmatcs, instead of the
followlng year. Clarenceville In-
- cludes northwest Redford Township,
northeast Livonla, and southeast
Farmington Hills,

THE NEW policy adopted Is the

formed this year to study
dolng away with the old policy set [n
1974,

“They shouldn't get the honor of
walklng across the stage If they
don’t get thelr diploma,” satd com-
mittce member Gloria Vanderglut,

While unanlmously adopted, the
polley change sparked a ot of de-
bate amang the trustecs, especlally
as 1o how students and thelr parents
would be notifled If the student's
graduatlon is at risk,

“I have mixed cmotions about

. this,” sald trustee Linda Ahnert. “If
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Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Po.t Office.

It’s quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

Need a

Inltlal exam, consultation, any
needed x-rays and an
explanation of your dental
insurance plan. Good for new
patlent appointments made
before February 28th, 1390
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they are willing to work, they should
be able to walk across the stage, I
don’t want them to fall through the
cracks. And I don't want to lose a kld
because of home problems."

Howcever, the general bellef
among committec members and
school officlals was that students
would rise to meet expectatlons set
for them.

“Kids will push to the limit,” sald
Fay Belanger, a member of the com-
mittec. “If they know they can get
away with 18, they'll do that. Tf we
promole excellence in education,
1his should be a given. When this fact

was presented to parents, they were
shocked to discover we let them
walk if they don't have the credits.”

PAT VICKERY, administratlve
assistant for instruction, sald the old
rule applicd to only a smail number
of students.

"Most students get more than the
20 credits,” Vickery said,

Livonia Public Schoals allows sen-
iors to attend graduatlon ceremonics
If they have one credit less than the
22 credits needed to participate, satd
Kenneth Watson, director of the dls-
trict’s depariment of community ed-
ucation.

Seniors In the Redford Union
School Dislrict need 22 credits to
graduate and must carn all 22 to at-
tend graduatlon ceremonies, sajd su-
perintendent Kenneth Erickson.

The same holds true for senlors in
South Redford. Students must have
all 22% credits to particlpate in the

$1.00 per garment

TIRED OF IRONING

Will Iron Any Type of Clothing

FREE Delivery & Pick-up
Call......853-2162

q%

$5.00 Minimum

graduatlon ceremony, sald superin-
tendent Jan Jacobs.

With the new policy, Clarenceville
will now notify students and their
parents at the end of thelr Junlor
year if they are at risk.

Students then will have the sum-
mer of thelr Junlor year and thelr en-
tire senlor year to earn the ¢redit or
credits needed,

“This new policy forces us to
clesely monltor the progress of our
students,” sald David  Slmowski,
principal of Clarenceville High

hool,

‘Trustee Dale Welghlll sald the pol-
ey change Is just another example
of demands made an persons by socl-

ety

“There’s all kinds of requirements
In soclety that have to be met,” he
sald. “You have to pass a test to get
a driver’s license. There are grade
requirements to get into the Natlon.
al Honor Saclety. One point less and
you don’t make it.”

ar as well as faclitles and staff,
théey must respond by resolution by
May 8, The deadline allows candi.
dates for the new post to file for
clection by the May 15 filing dead.
line.

Officials in both cities are working
on proposed 1999-91 budgets. But it’s
uncertain whether there is over.
whelming  support — or moncy
avatlable — [for financing an addi.
tional judgeship in the immediale fu-
ure.

“You can never afford an expan.
sfon. It’s at what point can we? It
would mean a budget change. We
have so many facility nceds being
discussed in the community now,
That would mean somcthing clse
coul¢n’t be done. And I'm not sure
that's the facility to add on 10,” Cos-
tick sald.

THNE MOVE for an additiona)
Judgeshlp coincldes with a current
space study of the already cramped,
13,883-square-footl courthouse on 10
Mile, between Farmington and Pow-
er roads. The study Is expected 1o be
completed at the end of February,

Recommendations are expected to
include proposals for adding a court-
room should a third judgeship be
created, sald Farmington architect
Rob Alien of John Allen architect.
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Happy Valentine's Day from Bellissima Too.
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WE’RE MOVING

Fireplace & Spa Center In Westhwd has o
commodations.

We have accumulated thou
would be tao costly to mov
will be sold at unbelievable prices that will never

Come in today to save on spas, chemicals, spa
accessories, wood stoves, :
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forever, Qur loss Is your gain,

See us now for your best selection.
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