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Pariks and rec
Planned use of acreage clear

AYOR Jean Fox may Llechnically be
right that a use hasn't been dcmded for
the Jack Peltz property, southwest of
Farmington Read and I-696.

_ But we agree with councilman Terry Sever,
who insists the Farmington Hills City Council
bought the 27 acres for parks and recreation use.

Whether the spring purchase stipulated parks
and rec use became a point of disagreement at
the joint city council-parks and recreation com-
mission study session Jan. 29.

» The city is interested in buying 45 adjacent
acres, owned by the Michigan Department of
‘Transportation. The $800,000 purchase would he
shared by a state parks and recreation land trust
grant and the city.

- Sever and city manager William Costick have
long maintained that the two tracts would be
‘¢bmbined for parks and recreation use. All Ob.
“Strver stories about the Peltz land have men-
toned parks and recreation as the anticipated
use.

== The cily even applied for the land trust grant
1sing as a lever the intended parks and rec use of
,nm adjacent Peliz acreage.

- TO SUPPORT her belief that ne commitment
on use-has been made, Fox ciled the April 10 city
oouncxl minutes,

‘= Al that meeting, the council authorized the
&urchase of the land without actually specifying
parks and rec use.

-~=But . the authorization indicated the money
.Would come from speciat census funds, “hopeful-
1¢ to be paid back by the parks and recreation
Liinds, upon the recommendation of the parks and
téereation commission,”

But we agree with councilman
Terry Sever, who insists the
Farmington Hills City C
bought the 27 acres for parks and
recreation use.

We'd like Lo underscore that although the April
vote strongly implied a parks and recreation use,
the fact special census money was tapped up-
front technieally left the door open on land use,
as Fox believes.

But as we see it, the intended use was clear:
parks and recreation,

I never would have voted for it (the Peltz pur-
chase) if it had been for anything else,” said
councilman Ben Marks Jan. 29 — a feeling we
think other council members shared.

A lot of uses, of course, can reflect a parks and
recreation theme,

FOR EXAMPLE, we've long fell the cily
should consider the [easibility of selling 18 acres
of the future 72.acre Peltz-MDOT site for a new
Farmington Hills branch of the Farmington
Community Library.

Still, it bears repeating that no specific uses
for the Peltz land have been ctched in stone, John
Bailey, parks and rec board vice chair, put it
well: *I think it's a little loo early to decide
what’s going on that site. Let's leave that open.”

In our view, open space, parkland, recreational
uses, even a community activities center or a
new library, are all possibilities for the 72 acres.
None of these uses is incompatible with the oth-
ers.

Q: There Is talk that future teach.

ally certified In order to teach. This
sounds simllar to what Certified
Public Accountants and lawyers go
through to enter thelr profession. As
a teacher, I've heard talk of national
certlfication mony times aver the
years. Is thls present movement for
real? It sound good but do you think
it will become a reality?

At Yes, For several reasons,

Flrst, enough has been written re-
garding olher countrics ability to out
perform our students in many sub-
Jects areas le. sclence and math,
Whether it is the teachers’ fault, the
parents' fault, administration or an
over-all socictal problem is open to
debate. The Jack of our students
belng able to compete with other
countrics, at lcast on standardlzed
tests, is a continuing national con.
cern.

Second, the Carnegle Foundatlon
along with the Du Pont and the
Xerox corps. have funished $50 mil.
lion In “seed moncy” for the Nation-
al Teachers Certificatlon Commitiee
to develop specifle criteria, primari-
1y a comprehenslve teacher llteracy
and knowledge of thelr subject test.
Another $25 milllon for the certlflca.
tion program is working its way
through Congress. Also a plan to
charge cach teacher $35-$50 to take
the certiflcation test s bulit in to
keep the pregram alive. So the na-
tlonal teacher certification commit-
tee has moncy . . . and It takes mon-
ey to pull off any major change in
educatlon,

‘Third, American Federalion of
Teachers president Albert Shanker
was the leadlng force and lndecd
proposed the national teaher certéfi-
catlon program in 1985. Both Shank-
er and his counterpart, Keith Gelger,
president of the National Educatlon
Assoclation, have stated thelr sup
port for a National Board for Teach-
er Certification. To say the least, it

should be noted that Shanker's AFT
and the NEA have not always agreed
on Issues over the years, hut they do
on this Issue.

know your government

Loaking for information about state goverhment? The League of Women Volers has a toll-lree telephone

service (1-800-292-5823) that may be helptul,

The leagua’s Cilizen Information Cenler in Lansing offers to help peaple hnd out about such things as
pending tegisiatian, the slile cunsiiution, eigction laws, voling regulations of iax miannation.

The telephone is answered from 10:30 a.m, 10 3:30 p.m. weckdays.

The telephone service is paid for by the league’s education fund. The League of Women Voters is a non-
protit organization that works fo keep volers interested and informed about governmental issues.

Finally, the Natlonal Teacher Cer-
tiflcatlon Board is composed prima-
rlly of teachers with some adminls-
trators, university professors, citi-
zens and business leaders included,
So we have money, AFT and NEA
suppart and a working commitige
dominated by teachers setting the
new standards.

Hewever, nothing is simple, There

ers will bave to be tested and notion-
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will be fur flylng belore the program
Is put In place by lts target datc of
1993,

What are the problems?

A future teacher would not have to
graduate from a college of education
under this plan. A liberal arts col-
tege graduate with a major in math
would be cligible to teach without
going through the college of educa-
tion. After three years of successful
teaching the new leacher would be
eliglble for certification,

‘This is a slap In the face to every
college of educatlon in the United
States that belleves there is more to
teachlng chlldren than having a ma-
Jor in a partlcular subject. For In-
stance, the American Assoclatlon of
Colleges for Teacher Educatlon met
Jast fa)l and lts board of directors
voted unanlmously to reject the plan
for natlonal certification. Qbvlously,
the professors are concernied about
new teachers not learning proper
teaching strategles but must also be
concerned that thelr classroom en-
rollments could drop and result in
many professor plnk-slips. Fewer
students equates (o fewer professors.

In my vlew, knawledge of the con-
tent of one's major subject area is
essentlal but teaching conslsis of
more than slmple regurgitating

Fur flying to precede -
teachers’ certification

course information to students,

There are clearly identlfled and |

rescarched teaching sirategics thal
any ncw natlonally certificd teacher
best master befare facing those sea-

soned adolescences who are looking -

for the weakness In a teachers’ a
mor — especlally new teachel
How many tlmes have | heard, “Mr .
XYZ really knows his subject . , .

too bad he can’t teach. Gbvlously, the, .

best case scenario Is the teacher who
has an indepth knowledge of his sub

ject area and also knows how w .

teach.

Basically, the new certificatlon, -

criteria Is the same as what teachers
currently go through to carn tenure
— a commitment to students and
learning, propier classroom manage-

ment techniques, elassroom eantrol '
ele. The major and only difference I'

see In the new cerlification plan Is
the passing of a standardized multi-
ple chalee test in the teachers' major

subject areas and genera) Mteracy

test. This criteria wouldnt worry
most teachers with whom I've been
associated.

This movement, however, s a
clear Indication that sufficient evi-
dence i5 available that shows some
teachers from some college in some
states are graduating without basle
literacy skllls and without an in-
depth knowledge of their subject,

Dr. James Dople is the ﬁmuur
assistant superintendent in the
Troy School District. Que.

Sor this column should
Dac Doyle ¢/0 the Observer
centric Newspuapeors,
Schoateraft, Livonia 48150,

from our readers

Sever actions
are appalling

‘To the edltor:

I am appalled by the actions of
Farmington HiMs city councilman
Terry Sever.

He is not our mayar. Jean Fox is.
Whilte Aldo Vagnozzt plctures him-
self as mayor in 1991, let us not und-
ermine Terry Sever and his power
base. In truth, Vagnozzl may get
cheated,

© Local news vou can

use @ Local news v

We have seen what power can do
for a person. Mayor Coleman Young
of Detroit is a prime example. 1t’s a
“'me first” type of scenario. .

When members of the city council *
take the oath of ofiice, they pledge -
to do what’s best for the city of =
Farmington Hills, not try to do
what's best for themselves, They are
supposed to uphold the city charter.

Mr. Sever, during your private
meetings, think about the oath you
took and obligations you have to all
of the residents.

Vernon Kiclploskl,

Farmingsan Hills

- EATER'S

- exereise regularly,

- leamn to manage stress,
and

- Join St, Mary Hospltal's

with

You've just been (o your phystcian or a health screening and found
out your cholesterol level s too high,
know how Lo lower your cholesterol level and stay healthy.

Some ways to help lower your cholesterol level Include:
- cut down on choleslerol-rich foods.
- monitor the fats in your diet,

Eater's Cholce Cholesterol Program.

Eater's Cholce Is a structured program that will help you with all of
the above -- and more. You will learn from a regisiered dictitian what
foods lo cat and why, what those cholesterol numbers mean and, most
importantly, how to lower your choleslerol,

For more Information, class fe¢ and to register for Eater's Choice,
Just call 464-4800, ext. 2469, Take your health to heart. We dq.

CHOICE

You're concerned, and want to

St. Mary Hospital

36473 W, AVEMILERD.

LIVONIA, MICHICAN 43134 N
8t. Mary uu-pu.l 8t. Mary Health BL. Mary Health

Famlily Medlcat Ca Care Center - Livonla Care Cester - Northyilla
19333 Merriman l‘. 0001 Middlebalt R4 42000 W, Bix Mile
Uvents, Mishigun 48182 Liveais, Michigen 48130 Merthville, Mishigun 48107
474-2010 421-1102 7-1070
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Your Place la Shop, Dine, Entertain and Enjoy
1-275 Expressway at West Six Mile and
Newburgh Roads — Livonia
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