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TURNING HIS state of the state

fhessage info a TV show, Gov. James
.- Blanchard Introduced seven families
“ of “Michigan Superstars.”

These were fine folks who had
been helped by onc state program or
another to help themscives — “to

. save for college, to get better skllls
<, for betier jobs, to buy a home, to
<bulld a business, or rebulld their
Jneighborhood,” sald Blanchard,

The governor falled to mentlon
“Michigan's superdrains” like Fred
(not his real name), who cost us big
bundles of tax money and never do

w-anythlng for soclety In return.

92 7uE DAY betore Blanchard’s
!;':Zapecch. the state Court of Appeals
asruled agalnst Fred. He had appealed
£"Wayne Probate Judge Frances Pitis’

. ~(rcal name) deelsion to terminate his
* “paternal rights 1o the daughter he

had sired.

... The glr!l was born Dec. 29, 1983, to
“13-year-old Denise (not her real
name), who won the court ruling
against Fred on last Feb, 23, 1989,

Importance of

LAST YEAR at this time, Ronald
Hairston and Carlton Colllns were
Just a couple of middle class teenag-

.. ars, recently graduated from high
‘school, never really been In any (rou-
ble of consequence, enjoying llfe as
only teenagers can.
-w.i+ Today both are [n fail,
.+-+A blow against knowledge is the
,way that Judge Alice Gilbert de-
. seribed the erime which destroyed
~the Southfleld High Schoo) llbrary.
" On Feb, 20, 1989, Halrston and Col.
.+ 1Ins broke into their alma mater and
"set several fires.
‘. The mafority of $2.5 million In
" damage was to the llbrary facility.
., Last week Glibert sentenced the
" .two to 4-10 years in Jail and flned
.. them more than $2 million,
1t's tough o figure, this one. Jour-
nalists spend a lot of time covering
crimes. Murder, drugs, robbery have
become all too common place, We
ve come to understand that often

Fred is 14 and in the cighth grade.
He provided no support for Denlse
during her pregnancy. He provided
no support for the baby. Neither did
his family.

The judge said Fred has “a file
and a record" and §s himself a tem-
porary ward of the court on a ne-
glect petition. He lives with an aunt.

(I attempled to look up the origl-
nal court flle to flesh out Fred's bi-
ography, but a clerk In Wayne Coun-
ty couldn’t find the case number on
her computer, 1 went to three other
offices before giving up.)

BECAUSE OF his age, Fred wants
the baby te be placed in custody of a
second aunt, Vianle (not her real
name).

The court opinlon sald Aunt Vinnic
has three sons (no husband Is men-
tioned) and lives on gencral asslst-
ance, 2 welfare program that few
states but Michigan dole out.

Fred wanted Judge Plits to ap-
point a lawyer (o represent him. She
refused. He appealed. The Court of

they are linked In a victous clrele of
addietion and greed. We abhor these
crimes, but in some morbid way,
they have an order, a reason, howev-
ersick.

BUT ATTACKING a library, burn-
ing books. To what end? Neither
Halrston or Calllns every really gave
much of a reason for thelr act. Thou-
sands of volumes were destroyed.
The building was closed down.

The communlty was In shock,

Before being sentenced, with tears
In their eyes, both of the perpetra-
tors apologized. But It really was too
late for apologles. The scar is just
too deep.

Under most circumstances my po-
litical leanings recoll at harsh sen.
tences for first offenders. Prisons,
after all, rarely help anyone, rarely
act as a deterrent.

But somchow there is something
different about ths crime.

And It Is questlonable whether

Fred has cost state taxpayers bundies
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Appeals upheld the fudge, citing a
Supreme Court opinlon that “the
probate court has diseretionary au-
thority to appoint counsel to assist
an indigent, nan-custodall parent
.. . but we can discern no language
which requires the probate court o
050."

BLANCHARD'S “SUPERSTARS"
needed only one program per family
to help them. But let’s count the
ways Fred has cost us tax money:

# He has been neglected (not his
fault), requiring the attention of a
$90,000-plus judge and her staff. The
Wayne County records, if anyone

boocks

Collins or Halrsten understand the
gravity of their offensc. If they had,
it is doubtful they would have set
those flres,

It Is doubtful whether elther un-
derstands the importance of books to
our socicty.

AND YOU have to ask yourself,
how many other Carltan Lee Colllns
and Ronald Halrstons are there
waiting to destroy something of
which they have no respect? It's
frightening to think about.
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Fred is 14 and in the eighth grade. He
provided no support for Denise during
her pregnancy. He provided no
support for the baby. Neither did his

family.

could Jocate them, probably would
show he's on welfare.

e He apparently has been in
serapes with the law himsclf, one
infers from the appeals court record.

# He has had sex with a girt of 12
or13.

® He has helped bring into the
world an out-of-wedleck child who
starts life with 2.9 strikes against
her,

® He has never glvea the mother
or his child a dime of support, leav-
ing that to others.

® He took up court time (money)

fighting Denise’s effort to terminate
his parental rights.

® He wants custody to go 10 a
woman on welfare who no doubt
would be able to use the bahy 10 col-
lect more welfare,

e He failed to get a court-ap-
pointed lawyer at the probate court
level but apparently succeeded in
getting one to go to the Court of
Appeals.

® The Court of Appeals panel
consists of three learned judges who
collect nearly $100,000 annually

apicee. They have offlces, law bopks,
computers, clerks, telephones and
rescarch staff. They produce a six-
page opinion, which Is considerably
longer and more researched than the
typical 1% pages,

(Source: Appeals Court ease No.
115869, cntitled In the Matter of
Aprit Archer, Minor, decided Jan. 9.)

No, Blanchard won't talk about
the Superdrains like Fred who are
costing the state far more than the
Superstars,

FOOTNOTE: The Court of
Appeals caseload [n 1989 was 2B per-
cent higher than the year before, The
Supreme Court s recommending
that nine fudges be added to the 24+
Jjudge Appeals Court.

That’s where our tax money really
is going.

Tim Richard heads the news
service of Suburban Cernmunica-
tions Corp., parent company of
the Observer & Eccentric Netws-
papers,

is lost on our youth

These young men weren't hood-
lums. In many ways, they had a pret-
ty good life,

This act of wanton destruction is
an indication that the “normal” chil-
dren in our society ofter aren’t get-
ting the message. But than agaln,
maybe they aren’t being sent the
message, either.

While the sentence certainly
seems Just, Gilbert's fine of more
than $2.3 million scems a waste.
They obviously never wil be able to
pay. Perhaps a better fine would be
to make them become Intimately in-
volved with the care and nuriuring
of books for many years 1o come.

And for those other regular kids
out there who really don't have an
appreciation of books and their rela-
tonship 10 a free soclety, it's up to
us, you and 1, parents and teachers,
to see te it 1hat they gain the respect
that books and ideas deserve in thls

society.
It's the only way we will preserve
this democracy.

Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

know your government

Lacking for mformatan about state government? The League of

Women Voiers has a toil-free telepnone service

hal may be hefpful.

(1-800-292-5823)

Tne league’s Cibzen Information Center in Lansing offers 10 hz)f!p
people find out about such things as pending legislation, the state
conslitution. £1eC1on 1aws, volng regulations of tax information.

days.

The telephone 15 answer2g from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. week-

The telephons? service s paid for by the league’s egucation fund.
The League of Women Voters is a non-profit organization that works
*~ brep voters nterested and informed about governmental (ssues.

During our Final Clearance Sale, save 50% off the
original price of selected fall and winter merchandise.
This is your last chance to find extraordinary values
in every department, including men's and women's

. tailored clothing, sportswear and furnishings.

Nominal charge for alterations.
Not all sizes or colors in every style ane available.

T GRAHAM&GUNN

Somerset Mall, 643-6700
2849 West Big Beaver Roud, Troy -
Featutlng Hickey-Freeman and Southwick elathing
Graham & Gunn Ltd Charge, The American Express Cand,
Dinens Cluh Cand, Discover Cand, MasterCand, Visa

Yourll firxl yourself surrounded in
A cockpit of sheet enzonomic perdection
Lean back and its adjustable sea
ith support. Reach forwand
and youll find its conteod pane] is right
atyour fingertips. As casy to find with
ased as it would be driving
night,
d, s a well known
Amcrican antomative editor has stated,
after you've chsed the dov you'll know instantly that its a BARY In

exhilartion of simplr take;
ing it out for a spin.You'll see.
ind close your cyes. Tact, another editor went so far as THE Uﬂlﬂl‘lpm
T ISP Nk Ay s e The POV o emerh snd hige a1 n griend .

VISIT YOUR AUTHORIZED DETROIT AREA BMW DEALER
OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1-800-334-4BMW;

l

write, "1 | could sing like the

the BMW’ 325ix, Id pack Caniegie Hall|

for weeks™(Car and Driver) ! H
Tor an cye-opening performarice

of your own, 8op by your nearcst !

authorized BMW dealer for a test dive.
Because when it comes to separat

ing a BMW from its hoards of Imitatars]

moare insightful than - |

lunl-ﬁxﬁ
cr not offering  grip you w
BAR

These days, youtd be

o fincd an tmpon car deal
models that ane "just

Flattering as this may be, there are

peite 3 number of different ways o 1¢lt

ne of which, we think you

eather simple.” '

a BMW 3. Sories.




