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Library reaches out to hearing-

By Joanno Maliszowski
statl writor

Claire can't hear, But a televislon
world of fairy tales and fables Is
apening for her, thanks to the Farm-
gglbon-l-‘arminglon Hills Optimists

ub.

The 60-member organizatlon,
known for helping the community's
youth, donated to the Farmingtort
*. Communlty Llbrary five tapes of
- falry tales in Amerlcan Sign Lan-
uage for children who are deaf or
hearlng impalred.

“We saw a need to have something
for preschool children to learn fables
. and falry tales,” sald Dave Clappi-
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son, Optimlsts member in charge of
the tape profect.

The slgned tape collection titled,
“Four For You," apparently is the
first avallable in southeastern Mlchi-
gan. It is not avalltable at video
stores, sald Jerry Wasen, Optimists
vice president.

\Yhen John Roberts and his wife,
Lauren, learned that 2%-year-old
Clalre was deaf, they began teaching
themselves and helplng her to sign.

“From 0-5 ycars Is the language
acquisition peried,” Roberts said,
stressing the Importeace of learning
to sign at such a young age.

“It's being over exposed to this.
That's the only Wway she'll learn, Af-
ter she watches it over and over, It
will finatty click In,"” he sald.

TilE ROBERTS are from Ann Ar-
bor but travel to Farmingten Hils
for programs, support and materials
— such as the tapes at the library —
to help their daughter. “You need to
have parents who are advocates,”
Lauren Roberts said.

In Farmington HIlls, that's exactly
what they find, The library's speclal
collectlon and services for the deafl
and hearing Impaired has been a
great help, she added,

“It's like any language. You have
to start when the chitd Is young. It's
like doing things over and over in
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The caption of a photograph pro-
vided by Farmington schools that
ran In the Feb, 12 issue of the Ob-
server misspelled the name of a stu-

an advortisemont sholl conathute fi-
nat accoplance of the advanisor's

dent. Ncm'chura Iz the student
whose story was In the

school,” sald Carole Hund, Nbrarian
in charge of the Farmlngton Com-
munity Library Extension Depart-
ment, including services for patrons
who are deaf and their familles.

The Optlmists' tapes, which may
be checked out of the Hills branch,
are part of the library's continulng
commltment to children and adults
who are deaf or hearing impaired,
thelr familles and professionals, sald
Beverly Papal, library director,

The library's commitment to the
deaf community began when a
mother of a child who [s deal came
to Hund and sald, "I want {0 make
sure my daughter has the same
lh:r&gs other chitdren do,’" Hund
said,

Offcring programs and services
for the deaf community (It right in
with the Oakland County Blind and
Physically Handlcapped Library In
the Farmington C Library,

impaired kids

Hund sald.

THE LIBRARY began its services
fn 1881 when it recelved a grant to
buy books and magazines on deal-
ness and offered a workshop for li-
brarians to promote deaf services.

Since then, the library has added a
telecommunication deviee that al
lows peaple who are deaf to call the
library as any other patron would. A
telecaption device was bought (o al-
low patrons with hearlng Impair-

Far rea O
Sowerby (left),

shows. It's available for free home
use for a month.

In 1985, the library and the Michl-
gan Soclety for Deaf Children, Oak-
land Caunty branch, jolned forces to
promote and present programs for
children who are deaf or have hear-
Ing

ments access to

President’'s Day ~ on Monday,
Feb. 19 — wlll mean some closings
next week,

Farmingten Hills Clty Hall and
47th Distrlct Court in Farmingten
will be closed Monday. Some bank-

photo.

Ing also may be closed.
Trash collection won't be affected

In either Farmington or Farmington
Hills.

The U.S. Post Office will operate
on a holiday schedule. There will be
no regular residential or business
mail delivery. Speclal delivery, ox-
press mall and post office box ser-
vice will be provided.

Club
Bob McDonald, Jerry Wasen
and Dave Clappison (near TV) gather around
the video screen with Carole Hund?, director of
the Oakland County Library for the Blind and

s Paul  Physi

Since then, 11 family story hours
In American Sign Language have
been presented. A 12th presentation
will be expanded 10 a chamber
threater presentation with mime and
slgn langauge scheduled for 10 a.m.
Saturday, May 5,

And less than a month ago, the li-

Limited caller service will be
available only for customers who
regularly pick up their mail at both
local post offices from 810 a.m.

Matl will be picked up from alt
residential collection boxes as late in
the day as possible to meet first-
class matl service standards,

On her left are Optim.

y
ists Tom Booth and Neal WoMsen, who is hold-
ing Claire Lauren of Ann Arbor. Seated are Pe-
ter Dale and his 2.ycar-old son, Martin Dale-
Hench of Livonia.

classes in American
e, “We do have an out-
‘e the entire community,”
ding that there js a lot
on and cooperation in
programs, with as
v as 125 atending some pro.
grams.

brary begt
Sign Lany

President’s Day means some office closings

All business colleetion boxes, with
the large 5:00 decal, will be picked
up after  p.m

Farmingtan City Hall, the Farm.
ington-Farimingian Hills Chamber of
Commerce. the Farmlngton Commu-
nity Library and the Farmington Ob-
server will be open as usual Monday,

+PBE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS.
(FARMINGTGH ONLY)
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«Brop-in Chig Cate

+ Expenenced Supenison

PLACE

FRRNINGTON HLLS BRYHORAM
32875 Hoahwettarn 610 W Mapie
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737.54237 540-5702

Folimia Seiesnas $e itz

Six Year Anniversary...250,000 Kids later & WE'RE HERE TO STAY!
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VICTOR
COSTA

B Designer Bridat
Collection Show
February 23,
1t 8pm
Formal, 7 p.m.
February 24,
10 a.m, to 5 p.m.
Birmingham
You are invited
to see a collection
of bridal gowns
and bridesmaid
dresses created by
famous American
fashion designer
Victor Costa.
For seservations
for the format
shawy, please
call 6§44.6900,

extension 554,

Jacobson’s

Wo wolcomo Jacobsen's Charge, MostorCardd VISAT
Shop until 8 pm. on Thursday and Friday, Untit 6 pm. on Monda

i
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and Amorican Expross®
v, Tuosday, Wadneosday ond Soturday.

ALL OF THESE LOVELY,
LUXURIOUS CARPETS ARE
PROTECTED BY A 5 YEAR
LIMITED STAIN WARRANTY
AND A 10 YEAR WEAR
WARRANTY.

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY
SAVINGS, NOW AT
CARPETVILLE, USA

SAVE

350010 § 7°°YD.1

The carpet that feels right at home.

At a price that's down in the basement.
The comfortable, inviting feeling of American
Showcase carper makes it feel right at home in any
home, And now every style, pattern, cofor and

texture is un sale at basement-level prices,

STATELY OCCASION, a fuxusious saxony plushin 36 glamorous
colors. Why Pay 822,99 yd? Special Introductory Price. . .............
NEW GENERATION, a Zeitron nylon textuted saxony that's equally $19 99

-

beantlful and durable. Why Pay $26.99 yd? Introductory Price .........

PRESIDENT'S CHOICE, a sophlsticated, subtly toned pindot
textuse. 38 colors. Why Pay $26.99 yd.? Introductory Price . .

Prices
- elfectlve
through
Wednesday,
February I1at.

AMERICAN BEAUTY, a full bodied nylon saxony {n 32 beautiful $ 1 5 99
colors. Why Pay $20.99 yd.? Special Introductory Price... ... . . N
PATRIOT'S PRIDE, A textured saxony for today's active fam
Zeltron nylon. Why Pay $22.99 yd.? Introductory Price .

50
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30263 PLYMOUTH RD.AJUST WEST OF MIDDLEBELTLIVONIA, MV (313) 422-2600

West of Wond'erkand Center

... Next door to K-Mart

STORE HOURS:
Mondey-Friday 0:30am to0.00pm
aturday ta8.00pm
Bundsy Noan to 8:00pm

!



