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“They’re Playing Qur Song’
is a dinner theater delight

Performances  of
Phagg Our Song,”
Theatre Arty
e lhlm:(lh Suturduy, Feb, 24,
Southfield Per-

s Center. For ticket
infurmation coll §57-4800,

"They're

Gelting in touch with your feellngs
al mode very 1ypl-
citing in control of
s nore the meaning of
“They're Playlng Our

‘Theatre Arls Productlons presents
s 1974 love stery in a shimple but
peavtrating style at the pew Days
in Southfield. Unlike today's
ant Ilro.adwny hits,
' Playing Our Song™ reduces
er theater — to the com-
atmosphere of refresh-
erstuffed chairs,
makes this production so
ng is not the four-course
al served with the ticket. It is the
ting of the two leads,
quis is Vernon, a
songweiter with two Grammies and
an Acaderny Awiard, who broke up

with his Jast fiance by Jeaving a mes-
sage on her machine. Jane Shaff-
master is Sonla, a lyricist who wears
theater costumes every day, talks
with angels and turns every
sengwrlting sesion into a psychoana-
Iytic sessien,

Unlike most songwrlters, Marquis
has a pleasing hallad-type barltone
voice shown off ta its best advantage
in the first number “Falling.” The
song sels the imood for 1he rest of the
stary, sumtned up by simply chang-
Ing the pronoun “my* in ihe show’s
leading tune to “our,”

HOW THESE two well-suited per-
sonallties get together, learning to
live with each other's eccentricities,
maokes an appealing “When Harey
Met Sally™ story, with lover’s quar-
rel, break-up, maturatlon and 2 hap-
py ending.

Shaffmaster's volce has color and
emotion. It would be nice if she
topped the quintet throughout the
show as she does in the finale. What
she does with “1 Still Belleve in
Love" is heartfelt.

Michael Kller's stage direction s

table talk

effective. Although the show is too
long (iwo and one-half hours), Mar-
quis and Shaffmaster are so involved
with vach other they manage to car-
ry the action with the delightfut help
of the all-purpose Mutown singers
Larry Johnson, Earl Vinson and
Rick Ingeam. This tightly choreo-
graphed trio adds dimension every
time they come on stage, either as
the angels, the stagehands or the
make-believe English sports car.

Naney Tatum’s black and white
sets are decisively upbeat. Shaff-
master’s and the triv’s angel cos-
tumes are smashing Pianist Rebec.
ca Khier keeps strong  Molown
rhythms.

Although singular in its appeal,
"They're Playing Our Song" [s a col-
laboration of Nelt Simon and Marvin
Hamlisch, and It Is Stmon’s double-
meaning lines which make it worth
seelng several times.

Mary June Doerr of Troy is o
Sulltinee teacher and freelance
writer who spreiatizes 1 vpery
and nesical theater,
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EVERY COMPACT DISC, CASSETTE,
LP & MOVIE IS NOW ON SALE!

2 NEW LOCATIONS!

Westland

38128 warten sla
et 721 4400

STOREW/IDE
SALE AT

2 REW
LOCATIONS
FEATURED

LOCATIONS.

HAPWY ANNIVERSARY,
CHANLIE BROWN!

compact disc

¥6.99

cassette
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>
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Anniversary wines

Restaurateur Chuck Mucr gath-
ered with wine experts Monday afl-
ternoon at Charley's Crab in Troy to
sample @ selectlon of Californla
chardonnays and cabernet sauvig-
nons

Fullwwmg the tasting, Chef Jeff
ved food dishes 1o comple-
ut the wines The group chose one
uf vith wine to be featured at
Mues s e rants I celebration of
his 26 years in the restaurant busi-
fness.

The wines will be bottled in the
spring. bearing Muer's own private
label, designed by artist Richard Ko-
Zow of Birmingham, Selceted were
a Raytmond 1988 chardennay and a

Olive Garden

Exotic foods and festivitics of the
Veneto, a romantic reglon in north-
ern ltaly, are being offered through
Sunday, April 4, at the Olive Garden
Restaurant in Livania,

Four traditional Venetian favor-
ftes and a special dessert have been
added to the meny for the event.
Veal Spezzatine {(a hearty classic
casserole), Tortellint Do Forni (sig-
nature pasta dish of a famous res.
taurant in Venice), Chlcken Vencto
(a cheesy, saucy favorite) and
Seafood Torcello (a traditional sea-
side dish) are the new entrees.
Tlramlsu is a rich, layered dessert.

Vencte region wines and a classic
Venetian specialty drink are being

wines include Boliinj Reserva Pinot
Grigio, Sartorl Valpelicelta and Sar-
tori Brut Chardonnay and an aperi-
1if, the Bellini, made famous at Har-
ry's Bar.

The festival alse features cos-
tumed “gondolier™ hosts and hostess-
es, calorful banners and decoratlons.
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" Monticello Cellars 1986 cabernet. offered by the Ollve Garden, The
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CLARION WOODWIND TRIO

Theresa Jenknis, Boane Pantuly
Gary Capetion
2:00 PM to 4:.00 PM
Open to the public
at no charge
SOMERSET MALL
B Beavet Road at Coorsge Froy
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5 GOOD REASONS.
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Serving this aroa for 25 years. We are now serving the
chitdren and of our earliast

2. Knowledgoable peopla who know Mexican food eat hore.

3. We ware 1ho first with our own styla Necho - and copled
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Troy Marriont p N
(313) 680-9797 1
Near the Palace of Autwimn 1ills and i
Monthac ditwrkome
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by many. Winois
4. lndopendem and famlly owned. R
5. Wo hava recontly remodeled and expanded and added 5987»1-' )
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