Thursdpy, Fabruary 15, 1990 OLE

SANC |

Orchestra handies demanding program admirably

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal wrlter

Whlle there will always be some
differences between a community
archestra and & major orchestra, the
Orchestra s one (hat lrcqucnlly
makes us forget them,

The demanding program, culmi-
natlng with the challenging Sympho-
nie Fantastique by Berllez, proved
that this orchestra can tackle a com-
plicated masterpiecc and land on its
feet, even If the position Is wobbly at

times,
The sulte from the “The Three
Cornered Hat” by de Falla radiated

Concert

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal wrlter

Artistic excellence Is often the ba-
sis for national pride. The latest ex-
ample was with the visit of the War-
saw Philharmonic at Orchestra Hall,
The event, part of the Guest Orches-
tras from Europe series under De-
troit Symphony Orchestra Hall,
DSOH, sponsorshlp, as expected
drew many listeners from the Pollsh
community.

The {nllurc 10 draw mare llslcncrs
{from other cthnlc or

with a sense of fun together with
substantial musicianship. Thls was
the one popular selectlon tn which
the orchestra went substantlally be-
yond the task of reproducing the
notes — it retained much of the sly-
listic Zlavor, 4

AN UNUSUAL sclection on this
program was Ballade for Saxophone
and Orchestra by French compuser
Hengi Tomasi,

Tkie solalst, Lloyd Porter, a winner
in the Quest for Excellence series
here'in 1988, graduated from East

State U y. His ded-
icatlan 1o this instrument Is remark-
able in the context that It is being
used,

The saxophone In classical musie,
rather than in jazz, is extremely rare
and It takes a true pioncering spirit
to commit eneself to such venture.

While possessing such spirit, Por-
ter seems 10 have talent to go with
it. His technjcal skill on the Instru-
ment was enrlched by his ability to
moald its tone and make it match the
musical context. Porter deserves
recognitlon for such an unusual un-
dertaking.

has universal appeal

review

soloist In the second Rachmanioff
Piano Concerte was the highly re-
garded Hungarian pianist, Zoltan
Koesls.

THE SHORT Schezo-Taraatella by
Szymanowskl was the one Polish
Ingredient on this program, and was
presented here as an orchestral ar-

groups was disappolnting, however,
Those who view artistlc cvents as
strictly ethnic occasions rob them-
selves of (he opportunity to be en.
riched by the best that art has to of-
fer. People of Polish origin have
good reason to fecl proud of the War-
saw Philharmonic and 1ts conductor,
Kazimlerz Kord,

The language of musle, however,
is unlversal, Thls was reflected In
the program lisell, which featured
works by Szymanowski, Rach-
manloff and Richard Strauss. The

Cranbrook sponsors

by the Polish
and composer, Grzegorz Fitelberg.
The rest of the program consisted of
more tamtltar materlal.

The Rachmaniolf Second concer-
ta, with Its challenglng technlcal dlf-
ficulties, proved 1o be no serious ab-
stacle to Kocsis, who, at 38, Is among
the eminent planlsts of our time,

In fact, hls templ were substan-
tially faster than that of most virtuo-
si tackling tkls coneerto. While tech-
nically Impressive, this bravura be-
yond the call of duty was onc of the
drawbacks in this performance.

wildlife art awards

Cranbrook Institute of Science
will conduct its ninth biennial Michi-
gan Wildlife Art Awards competi-
tion, open to atl Michigan high school
students.

“The purpose of the art competl-
tion is to encourage students to be
more aware of our priceless wildlife
and wllderness herltage,” sajd Rob-
ert M. West, director of the Cran-
brook Institute. The unique program,
the first of its kind in the United
States, Is supparied by a grant from
Consumers Power Co,

“There are many younyg people in

Michigan whose extraordinary artis-
tic talents are sensitlve to nature,”
he said. “This competition offers
these artists a motlvational experi-
ence and an opportunity for them to
be recognlzed by the professional art
community."
the

Kocsis did have ample dynamic
varirly In his playing and he man-
aged to incorporaie most of the nu-
ances into the musie In spite of the
fast tempo. The erchestra, which
was probably not used to the acous-
tie sensitivity of Orchestra Hall, was
too toud in the first movement.

However, Kocsls managed to cut
through the orchestral barricr with
his energetic playing.

POSSIBLY, TIME was flowing
more stowly for him than for the
rest of us, as he scemed to be aware
of the richness of the musle. Howev-
er, the pace was too fast for the rest
of us to fully absorb it. There was
certainly no nced for rush In the see-
ond movement.

Few are those who could rush
through the fugue |n the final move-
ment with such relentless accuracy.
Kocsis is a planist who, judglng by
his many recordings, is capable of
showing his musle, rather than his
speed and technique, Whlle a sub.
stantlal amount of this quality was
reflected In this performance, he is
capable of more in this respect.

Strauss’ “Den Quixote™ proved the
Warsaw Orchestra to be among Eu-
rope's finest. The combination of hu-
mor and sublime philosophy, which
is depleted in thls music, was re-
fected In this performance as well.

The character of Don Quixote
came through shining wlith a sense of
beauty, which surpassed the sense of
nalvete.

THIS WAS, in part, due 1o the
principai cellist Kazimierz Koclasz,
who performed his demanding role

about

Wildlife Art Awards, including entry
forms, s being malled to high
schools throughout thejstate, A stu-
dent may cnter one work of art, with
no more than three cntries from
cach high school. Deadllne for en-
tries is May 7. Prlze wlnncrs will be
notified in June.
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The singing quality of his tonc
with such a wide rapge of nuances,
clearly established him as a cellist
of the first order. The viola soloist,
presumably principal violist Marek
Marczyk, was impresslve in his role.

The long, Impassloned applause,
clicited an encore from the opera
“Halka" by the Polish composer
Monjuszko. This was an appropriate
Polish desert to a treat of a high in-
ternational quality.

THE Symphonie Fantastique,
which Is a most challenging work
even for a major orchestra, proved
to be an extremely ambitlous under-
Laking.

In absolute terms, when compared
to a performance by a major orches-
tra such as the Detrolt Symphony,
this rendition was more impressive
in terms of the cffort than in final
resull.

The task of survival without fall-
ing apart was a major one, that
didn't leave enough room for dynam-
i¢ subtleties and meticulous phras.
ing. However, there were many posi-
tive aspects (o this performance.

THE OVERALL balance was Im-
proved compared 1o the last time I
heard this orchestra at Temple Beth
El Conductor Felix Resnick is well

aware of the pitfalls of the acoustics
at Temple Beth El and he took care
to see that the reverberating brass
wouldn't overwhelm the strings, as it
tends to da in this locatlon.

The sound of the strings was good,
with only occaslonal flaws in intona-
tion. The solo parts were performed
most capably. This was true espe-
clally of the English horn passages
In the third movmement.

1 ane Is to take Into consideration
the fact that members of this orches-
tra carn their living in other profes-
slons, the level of this archestra is
remarkable,

The prevailing attitude n this or.
chestra seems te be toward achiev-
ing as much as possible under exist-
ing limitations, rather than using
such JImitations as an excuse for
mediocrity.
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