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Local attorney a

West Bloomtield attorney Robert
Fierce, a Farmington Hills resident,
argued a taxpayer’s position before
the U.S, Supreme Court Jan. 10,

fie represented a  Kalamazoo
woman as the high court

about hls 30-minute oral argument.
In US. vs. Dalm, Pierce argued
that his client, Frances L, Dalm,
should receive a credit against her
income tax for a glft tax she pald on

whether, under the doctrine of equi-
table recouptnent, less-than-wealthy
taxpayers can be denied access 10 a
refund of improperly paid taxes,

At issue was whether a taxpayer
cin suc for a refund of an improper-
Iy pald tax when the suit is filed af-
ter the statute of limitations govern.
ing tax refund suits has explred,

“It was exciting, challenging and
tntimidating,” Pierce said Friday

the same “She had to
unfairly pay a tax that was unfairly
assessed,” he said.

IN 1976-37, Dalm received more
than §300,000 as gifts from an cstate
for which she had served as the ad-
ministrator, She pald a gift 1ax of
$20,000 in 1976.

In 1983, the Internal Revenue Ser-
viee asserted the gifts to Dalm actu-
ally were fees for services rendered

i

rgues tax case before high court

to the eslate, according 1o the Jan.
11 issue of the Tax Analysts Daily
Tax Highlights & Documents.

After she filed a Tax Court pels
tion. the parties settled the pending
case for exactly onehalf of the
claimed shurtfall in December 1984,
Daltn paid an income tax of $80,000
plus inlerest — a total payment of
$150,000,

About 10 months later, Dalm sued
for a refund of the gift 1ax paid, as-
serting a theory of equitable recoup-
tent

The district court upheld th~ goy-
erament’s motion to dismiss the
case.

BUT THE circuit court reversed
the districl court's decision. K held
that Dalm could win by proving in
district court the gift tax paid was
not tahen into account in the Tax
Court sctilement.

“The government collected a dou-
hle tax on a single transaction, ap-
plying inconsistent theories and
rejused to give any credit for " Pi-
cree said Friday,

“You can't have a gilt tax and an
income 1ax on the same transaction
= it’s one or the other.”

The government asserted the theo-
ry of cquitable recoupment does not

imi the statute of i i

that govern tax refund suits.

Christine Desan-Fussen, assistant
to the US. solicitor general, told the
Justices the “IRS would probably ha-
ven given credit for the gift tax
paid” it Dalmn had filed for a refund
in & timely manner.

PIERCE ARGUED Dalm missed
the filing deadline because she didn't
know the tax was wrongly paid until
1983. By the time she reahzed she
had wrongly paid the gift tax, it was
oo late for her to file a timely brief.

When asked why his client didn’t
pay the tax and then file suit, Pierce
lold the justices, “She did not have

the money to pay and then file suit jn
the distriet court She had 10 go 1o
the Tax Court.™

Pierce 100k the case on a con-
tingeney  because of  his vutrage
about the double tax.

"It could happen 1o unybody,” be
id. "If we win, itll tend 10 make
Rovernment nperate tax administra-
tion on & higher plane rather than
take advantage of teehnicalities and
votluet {wo taxes
U cause the IKS to treat tax-
payers more fair!

his ent paid in 3976 is worth
$61.000 today with interest

Oat bran still recommended to lower cholesterol

Dear Jo
Do you recommend oat bran as
part of an older person’s dlet? Does
it really lower cholesterol? If sa,
how much should one cat ia a day?
Mrs. ). HL — P,
Health Conscious Senlor

Dear Mrs. H.— P.:

As a gerontolegist, I do recom-
tend oat bran as part of an older
person’s diet.

Scientists  speculate that an
ingredient contatned in the soluble
fiber of oat bran lowers blood cho-
lesterol. In order for this to occur,
the diet must alse be low In {at.

Farrelil

gerontology
A. Jolayne

Aceording 10 these experts, If you
eat two ounces (which {5 one cup of
cooked oat bran or catmeal) you ean
lower your total blood cholestero) by
as much as 9 percent. Other come
merclal oat bran and oatmeal prod-
ucts such as bread, erackers, cookies
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Free A Poor Child
Being Held Hostage.

At this very moment, hundreds of thousands of chil
dren in Third World countries are bein,

desperately need help.
Through CCF you can spansor a needv wirl
or boy. The cost i 318 a month ~only 60¢ 4 day.
Your sponsorship ensures that a poor child r
ceives foud. clothing, i
1o to xchool or whatever is needed most.
Take a bold step. Please pick up your phone now
and call this toll-free number, Your gift can mean so
much to an innocent child.

Christian Children’s Fund, Inc.
1-800-228-3393

i breer

‘i!i] eld hostage
nd ignorance. These children

tance. a chance

The HIGHEST Mon

Metropuli

Magor Financial Tnstitutions in the Detrone

309 Consecutive Weeks
N

INTEREST RATES AS OF 2-14-90

ey Market Rate Amuong

tan Area for

HNANCIAL INSTIUTIONS MONEY MAARKET RA S
Franklin Savings 665
Notiono! Bank of Detront 640
Monufocturers 025
Cometica 590
Frst Fedoral Savings Bank & Trust 600
Mrrigon Nationo of Detioit 580
Standord Federal 5%

Fust Fodoral of Michigan 500
Fust of Amenco 540

*llaed 00 $ 14T depuant. erne muniomum de
Iher rates may be avsilable foe darpre depvnns.

TVt equicrments sy be kemer.

8.00%

sl Percentagr Hare

Ty

e

A

Fathy @ nhdeamsl swbjest s peralty.

| MECD!
8.30%

ings Atsumnt
we. Limised ime otler,

AS 3

AN

42

T

S AV

Franklin

I NGS

Bank

GROSSE POINTE
SQUTHFIELD WOODS BIRMINGHAM
26336 Towelve Mike Road 20247 Mack Avenue 479 South Wankwand
{313) 358.5170 (312) 881.5200 {313) 647-0000
Call Tl Free
mewei 18005274407 [2)

and ready-to-cat cereals generally
contain muck ess solubfe fiber than
plain oat bran cereal or oatmeal

Two things to remember when in-
cluding oat bran and any other bran
preducts in your diet:

First, you must drink six to eight
glasses of water dally (not just lig-
uids such as coflee or tea — hut
straight witery o help propel the
bran through the intestine. And sec-
ond, do not overdo your consumption
of bran. Eating too much of the fiber
can eause gas, abdominal cramps
and bloating and in some cases diar-

There st eom al the Top 1or everybeody THAt's why lday:
more and mote professionals ate pulling therr expenence
5

rhea. In one extreme case, published
in the “New England Journa) of
Mcdicine,” an  elderly man  une
derwent surgery for intestinal block-
age caused by a solid 2-foot-long col-
umn of vat bran.

It is great to be living in a time
when mure and more people of all
ages are becoming health conscious.
Thank you for your letter.

Dear Jo:

What advice would you glve to a
man who Is retirlng after worklng
{or thirty years in a Job ke absolute-
1y hated?

Mr.F.D,
Michigan Senlor

Dear Mr. D22
Well. my congratulations to the
fellow anyway for at least “making

Lo wark at @ nlech Senvaces
By working for Enlech, youil be assigned o top pojects

b 15 compay
naze Yould

S wilhout
over few and exating challenges amd gain

tng caught i the corporale

exposute o ugh- profite companies. And youli also have
the enibriuy to move Bom one job opportunity ta another,
without lasing the benefits of long- term esmployment

ENTECH

We put experience to work.
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it to retirement. He has my sympa-
thy for not quitting his job 30 years
“go.

The best advice I can give to any
retiree is to “smell the roses™ every
day — particularly for those who
have not done so for a Jong time. By
this 1 mean that one has to make a
vonscious effort to enjoy Mfe.

This does not come naturally to
nost, but nevertheless it is essential
for a successful retirement.

Since retirement is as individua)

as the retiree, and ioterests vary.
one has to start by tmuking a st o
all the things he of she enjoys duing,
Then, use the list as a guide in plan.
ning each day. ‘

With a daily plan and i wnitten re.
minder of the enjoyablc things in life
~ the years of retirement can b su.
perb.

Readers can write 1o Joluyne
Farrell at 11 Cynthia Crescent,
Rickmond Hill, Ontario L4E 2%

Diabetes classes scheduled

A series of six diabetes classes for
adult diabetics and their {family
inembers will meet 7-9 p.m. starting
Thursday, Feb. 22, at the Southfield
office of the Oakland County Heulth
Diviston. 27725 Greenfield Road.

They are taught by a public health

AL Enlech, ywu devide where you want 1o sk and
for haw fong — whethet 11°s six’months or si ve
whenat's time 1o move on, well find you 3n exciting

Bew assigment

Nowe anywne tiom engineers andudraftsmen, (o designers
and wurd processing specialists can make their own caseer
decistons and rediscover Ihe excilement of the workplace

Find out more. Call Entech at 588-6557, and et the

laddet of success be your awn.

nurse and registered dietician. Top-
1es will include the pature of the dis-

ease, dietary management, medica-
tions and suggestions for coping with

s Al

st




