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MOVING PICTURES

‘Madhouse:* One movie
you really want to miss

One of the worst movles I have
cver seen — “Madhouse(Z:, PG-13,
85 minutes) — is coming soon o a
theater near you. Leave town before
it’s too late.

What loosely passes for a plot
finds Mark (John Larroquetic) and
Jessie Bannister (Kirstie Alley) inun-
dated wlth obnoxlous house guests,
relatives of one sort or another.
They say you can pick your friends
but you can't pick your relatives,
Well, movies' are friends, so don't
plek this one,

The [lIm suffers — as does the au-
dience — from slow-paced, heavy-
handed and jnfantite dialogue deliv-
cred In an obsessed, maniacal man-
ner as if to suggest that the
performers — to say nothing of the
production staff — have crossed the
thin line between humor and mad-
ness.

. Even worse, they seem to be sug-

] Dan
Greenberg

Grading the movies

Top marks - sure to please

A | Closo behind - excellent

>

Stlitln running tor lop hanors

Prelly good stuff, not perfoct

B |Goed

Good but notable deflclencies

Jusl a cut abeve averago

"Always” (B-) (PG) 110 minutes.

Sometimes polgnant, sometimes sappy
story of alrborne tire fighter who returns
from death as a spirit,

“Iack to the Future Part JI" (B+)
(PG) 90 minutes.

All your favorite time-travelers are in
other dimensions once again.

“Born on the Faurth of July" (A} (R)
£ ninutes.

Touching, graphically disturbing, poig-
nant, frightening autoblography of Ron
Kovie (Yom Crulse), a paraplegic Viet
Vet,

“Crimes and Misdemeanors” (A-+)
(G-13) 100 minutes.

Woody Allen at his best in this roman-
tic comedy about family life with all Its
Jjoy and sadness.

“Delvlag Miss Dajsy” (A) (PG} 100 min-

utes.

Fine acting highlights personal drama
of Jewish widow (Jessica Tandy) chauf-
feured by a black man (Morgan Free-
man) set against sauthern changes from
19481973,

“Eaerles: A Love Stary” (R).

gesting that there's ing enter-  |C | Medlocre
tainlng about the tragedy,

Comedy is based on the uncspect- |G- {Nat 5o hot and slipaing fast
¢d, on mistaken Identity ““d““’\"gg: D+ | Tho very bast of the poor stull

geration of the
house" overdocs it to such an incred-
ible extent that it is palnful te watch.
It's hard to believe that the hero and
herolne, a  hard-driving financial

D |Poor

Man lavelved with second
wife and mistress Is distressed when his
first wife — presumed dead in the {lolo-
caust — turns up.

“Everybody Wins" (*}(R)

Debra Winger/Nick Nolte private de-

It doesa't gel much worse

Y.
“Flasbback" {B-) (R) 105 mlnutcs.
L

F | Truly awlul

planncr and a news per-
sanallty, could become such wimps
as soon as they get home,

HALFWAY TIIROUGH the film
Mark has a nightmare Mited rather
abviously from “Night of the Living
Dead.” He was lucky, It was only a
dream. For the audlence, it was real-

ity.

yAnalhcr winner, “The Nightbreed"”
{*) {R), based on Clive Barker's boak
"Cabai" — starring Davld Cronen-
bert — wasn't screened this week.
Why didn’t they do us the same ser-
vice with “Madhouse?”

On a brighter note, “Courage
Mountaln® (B+, PG-13, 105 minutes)
contlnues its enchanting hold on our
cemotlons, as it has since it was first
published 110 years ago.

Mature vlewers — and cveryone
wlth aceess to a VCR - will remem-
bet Shitley Temple in the title role
In 1937. Now, 53 years later, Jullette
Caton brings a new freshness to the

part.

This time the story opens at the
beginning of World War 1 as 14-yeur-
old Held! prepares to leave the Swiss
home of her grandfather (Jan Rubes)
to travel to the northern INaflan
boarding school, Brookings, where
she will study,

She's apprehensive about leaving
her grandfather and her best friend,
Peter (Charlie Sheen), but go she
does. At the school the other glrls
are put off by Heldi's simplistlc
country mannerisms. The school’s
director, Jane Hillary (Leslie Caron),
Is another matter and Heldi does
find some solace wlth her.

“THE WAR intrudes when the Ital-
ian Army takes over the school for a
barracks. The girls are ordered to
return home, not an easy task in
wartime, but thelr travels are en-
gaging and exciting.

Fourteen-year-old Caton, whose
last role was as the swect-faced an-
gel who tempts Jesus with visions of
carthly happiness to Scorsese's “The

Last Temptation of Christ,” brings
to her role as Heidl a great deal of
cnergy and a surprising sophistica-
tien for one so young.

Z | Roserved for the colossally bad

+ |Noadvanced scteening

In her travels from Itallan board-
ing school to Swiss vlllage, she ma-
tures with all the enchantment and
joy one expects of "Heidi.” The rest
of the cast also performs well with
the exception of Charlie Sheen, He
looks and sounds like a Beverly Hills
teen in a goat herder’s outfit. Don't
let that stop you and your famlly
from enjoying this fine film. (Re-
viewed by Jason Brown)

Despite some splendld clnematog-
raphy In a visual sonnct to Mexico,
“Revenge” (D, R, 126 minutes) is a
disappolnting film. Images alone
don't justify thls poorly written ef-
fort.

A retlred fighter pilot, Jay Co-
chran {Kevin Kostner), vislts his ul-
tra-rich buddy, Tlburen {Anthony
Quinn), in Mexlco and falls in tove
wlth his friend's lovely wife, Miryea
{AMadelelne Stowe) ~ alf this tn five

days.

The lovers hide out-in a secluded
cabln, but Tiburon’s heavles find
them, try to kilt Cochran, burn the
cabin, slash Miryea's face and deliv-
or her to a house of ill repute where
she Is slowly poisoned. Cochran, of
course, recovers and hunts for his
lover.

Some faitly credible performane-
s, Including Sally Kirkland as a
rock star, are wasted as “Revenge”
beglns Lo fail apart a third of the
way through. There are unbelievable
plot contrivances and moments of
cmbarrassing, unintentlonal laugh-
ter at supposedly serlous moments.
The ending s particularly predicta-
ble and destroys any hope of satavg-
Ing the movie. The saddest part is
that “Revenge” is delivered upon the
unsuspecting  movle goer. (Re-
viewed by Susan Fincham.)

STILL PLAYING:

“Alt Dogs Go 1o lHeaven” (B+) (G) 90
miautes.

Well-known volces back this animated
story about Charlle the German Shepherd
and fichy the Dachshund.

VIDEO VIEWING

about 60s
radical (Dennls Hopper) on hls way to Jail
under guard of 80s yupple FBI Agent
{Klefer Sutherland).

“Glary" {A}{R) 110 minutes,

‘The glory of the first black Infantry
regiment during the Civil War Is cap-
1ured In this outstanding Him.

“Harlem Nights" (D)(R) 110 minutes.

Niee cars and nifty sults but all thas
comic talent — Eddic Murphy, Richard
Pryor, Red Foxx, Arsenio Jiall and Della
Reese — can't save Lhis slow-paced 19308
arlem gangster story.

“Heart Conditlon™ (3-) (R) 35 minutes,

Racist detective (Bob Hosklng) re-
celves heart transplant from black donor
whose spirlt turns & 10 help solve crime.

“Heary V' (unrated).

Kenneih Branagh's auperb new adapta-
tlon of Shakespeare's play. The director
stars in the title role.

“Interval Affalrs” (B:}(R) B0 minutes.

Cop show never fulfills is initia)

promise.

“The Llttle Mermald” (A) (G) 80 min-
utes,

Disney animatlon of Hans Christlan
Andersen tale of mermald In dove with
human,

“Look Who's Talklag” (C+) (PG-13) 97
minutes.

Contrived, poorly structured story of
pregnant CPA (Kirstle Afley) and her
search for a perfect father for her baby.
Bruce Willls is the baby's volce.

“Loose Cannans™ (C+) (R) 85 minutes.

Two whacko detectives, Gene Hack-
man and Dan Aykroyd, with a few screws
loose, are occastonatly funny.

“Tte Muslc Box” (C-){R) 123 minutes.

A shadow of doubi flaws this statement
about the ferror and drutality of the
Holocaust, Jessica Lange stars as attor-
ncy defending her father agalnst war.
crime charges.

“Natlana) Lampoon’s Christmas Vaca
tion" (B-) (PG-13) 90 minutes,

Christmas vacation for the Griswold
family (s okay for Natlona) Lapoon's
tans,

“Roger and Me" (A) (R) 90 minutes.
Media manlpulation on behalf of
America's growing underclass,
“Ski Patral” (*) (PG).
Two rivals square off to save a skl
odg

e.
Stanley & frls* (D) (PG-13) 105 min-
utes.
Slow and borlng as Jane Fonda teaches
Robert DeNtro to read his ABzzzzas,
“Steel Mngaotlas™ (8-} (PG) 110 min-
utcs

Talenied cast, Jed by Shirley Mac-
Lalnes performance, falls short in de-
pleting problems of six Southern women.

By Dan Groenborg
special wrltar

Desplte the Supreme Court's 1973
Rpe vs. Wade declslon, abortlon con-
tinues to be a major and oft-times
ddvisive issue on the American
scene.

#Pro-choice” and “pro-life” seem
like simple opposites — efther wom-
en have the right to determine the
fate of their bodies or soclety has an
obllgation to protect every life. Slm-
ple, right? Make your cholce.

Well, [t's not that easy but a 1989,
Enmy-winning, made-for-TV film,
"Rbe vs, Wade” (colar, not rated, 95
minutes), puts the Issues in perspec-

- tlve. I's a well-produced, entertain-

. Ing; 1f not gripping film. No matter
what your opinion on abortion, *Roe
vs, Wade" is a cogent discussion of
the issues,

The film was nominated for six
Emmy Awards and won two — out.
standing drama special and Holly
Hunter as outstanding lead actress
In a speclal,

Elten Campbell (Holly Hunter) s a
“wgman-on-the-road” in the older,
Depressfon sense of the term — &
lost person, someone with nothing in
1ife but @ rucksack and the will to
livé, Even that Is marginal,

She is a carnival barker/barien-
der/waltress character In early '70s
Texas. Her young daughter, Cheryl,
1s belng raised by Ellen’s mather in
New Mexico. Ellen's relationshlp
with her mother is at best antagonis-
tic and, In fact, in one touching scene

she says to her mother: "You treat

mother responds, “She's a better
child than you ever were."

ELLEN SPENDS quite a blt of
time with her father. There the rela-
tionshlp Is simple, stralghtforward
and even tender at times.

llen — whose character repre-
sents the real-life Jane Roe, Norma
- McCorvey — finds herself pregnant
agatn and no way to support a child,
Nor does she wish to bear a chitd and
glve 1t up for adoption or face the
Hllth and terrer of back-alley abor.
tionists,

Since Texas law forbade abortion
at that time, Ellen's doctor suggests
she see two altorneys, Sarah Wedd.
ington and Linda Colfee, women who
are Interested In challenging the re-
strictive Texas antl-abortion laws.

One of these women, Sarah Wedd-
ington (Amy Madlgan), becomes a
key player in the drama which took
several years until its conclusion In
the Supreme Court’s landmark 1973
declslon, It was a decislon which up-
held Ellen Campbell's contentlon
that “a woman should be able to
make up her own mind.”

Of course, it dldn't help her or
Norma McCorvey who had long
since glven birth and been forced to
place the baby for adoption. But her
strength of character In taking a
stand did help countless other wom-
en control thelr own desiinies,

Norma McCorvey spent time on
the sct of “Roe va. Wade" and noted

“I want people to know that ‘Jane
Roe’ is not Just an alias, but a real
persan who cares and fecls things
very deeply.”

MADIGAN AND Hunter are excel-
lent in thelr characterlzations of two
very dlifferent Southern women, a
drifter and a young married attor-
ney just beglnning her practice. One
of the problems here, of course, is
that of maintalning dlalects through-
out a feature-tength film. Both Madi-
gan and Hunier do an excellent job
with dialects as well as with charac-
terizafon in gencral.

Their performance do, however,
overwhelm everyone else and the
production clearly Is a feminist, pro-
cholee vehicle that makes no bones
about its political and philosaphical
paositton,

As wcll, the fllm s eplsodic In
structure (o a fault as it cross-cuts
from Sarah to Ellen to the defend-
ant, Texas Assistant Attorney Gener-
al, Jay Floyd,

But In that fault also lles a major
strength, the humanlzation of ab-
stract lcgal and governmental polley
Issues vin the personal Jives of those
struggling with these questlons,

Although not rated, “Roc vs.
Wade" is rather mild as things go
these days and probably would be
PG-13 if It had been submitted to the
MPAA Rating Council. It’s an excel-
lent presentatlon of a major tople,
abortion, one which to per-

Heidi (Juliette Caton) and her best friend Peter
{Charlie Sheen) enjoy a moment of fun before
she must leave her Swiss Alps home for o

boarding school in Italy in “Courage Moun-
toin,”
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BEST PICTURE

{3 Born on tha Faurth of July
(J Doad Poots Society

C Diiving Miss Daisy

O Fiold of Droams

[J My Lot Foot

BEST ACTRESS

O 1saballe Adjanl (Camille Claudet)
O Pautina Collins (Shirtay Vatontine}
O Jozsica Lango (Music Box)

O Micholte Ploltter (Tha Fabulous Bakar Boys)

O Josaka Tandy (Driving Miss Dalsy)

BEST ACTOR
3 Konnath Branagh (Heney V)

[ Tom Cruisa (Bom on tha Fourth of July)

3 Daniol Day-Lowis {My Loft Foot)

[ Margan Froeman {Driving Miss Dalsy)
O Robin Willama (Doad Paots Secioty)

e,

.
4. Entry doadling is midnight Friday, Masch 23, 1
5. Limit ona entry pof porson.

6. Na purchaso nocossary to ontot.

7. Judgos dociskns oare final.

8.Winnors wil bo announcod Monday, April, in Tho Ot arves

& Eccontric STREET SCENE soction
8, You must bo 18 or oider to entor,

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR

[J Danny Alalio (Do the Right Thing)

0 Dan Ackroyd (Driving Miss Dassy)

3 Marlon Brando (A Dry Whito Saason)

O Martin Landau {Grimes and Misdomaanors)

[J Denzot Washingion (Glory}

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS
[ Bronda Frickor (My Latt Fool)

990,

L Anjelica Huston (Enemios, A Love Stary)

[ Lana Olin (Enomios, A Lova Story)
[ Jutin Robents {Steat Magnolias)
£ ianne Wieat {Paronthood)

BEST DIRECTOR

O Olver Stone (Born on tho Fourlh of July)
(3 Woody Allen (Grimes and Misdomoanars)

O Pator Wolr (Doad Poots Soclaty)
O Kaanoth Branagh {(Honry v)
01 .Jim Shoridan {My Lott Foot)

plex and pester our soclety,
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