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Michael Horowitz heads Tho
Hills, a major force in resid

build housing ot Huntington Falls,

By Doug Funke
statf writer

Three heavy hitters on the subur-
ban development scene and the larg-
est life insurance company in metro
Detroit wlll team up to build what is
belicved to be the biggest single
mixed-use project ever sttempinl in
southcastern Michigan.

They call It Huntington Falls —
930 acres of what now is mostly va-
cant county Jand in the south-central
part of Northville Township.

Qver a 10-year period, the consor-
tium plans to build:

@ Upwards of 1,200 housing unlts
tncluding homes, condominiums and
apartments.

® Recreational (acllmcs Inelud-
ing a Lee Trevi igned, semle

scarch and development and light In-
dustrial usc, a smatterlng of offlces
and commercial buildings like res-
taurants, specialty stores and con-
venlence stores,

THE TEAM reads llke a who's
who in the development buslness,

R.A. DeMattia Co., headed by Rob-
ort A, DeMattla I Plymouth, will
ael as Lhe managing partner, DeMat-
tta has made a reputation developing
and bullding tcchnology/Indusicial

arks.

P The Selectlve Group, hcaded by
Michacl Horowitz In Farmington
Hills, is a major lnrcc In ruldcnlinl
construction. does

Robert A. DeMattia’s R.A. DcMul!la Co. in Plymouth will act as

Falls. DeMattia has made

the ing partner tor F

man of an automatlve supply com-
pany with husincss connectlons
around the world.

Alexander Hamllton Life Insur-
ance Co. in Farmington Hills, the
largest In the inctro aren wilh assets
of $2.7 billion n 1988, according to
Crain’s Detroit Buslness, Is a major
financing partner,

“WE BELIEVE {hls is a unique
opportunity to do a unlque project,”
BeMattla said, “A project of thls

(tude will be a 1 The

commercial work.
Heritage Development Co hendcd
by Heinz Prechter in 3

build-out cost of the project ls $1.5
billion, ’I‘hal s &hc total of everything
when

clalizes In cunslrucllun of offlces ;md
light ings.

public goll course, riding stables,
tennis courds and pools. X

® Scveral bulldings along  the
sile’s southern perimeter for re-

Prechter, an cnlreprencur. also is
a booster of economle development
in Wayne County. He is also owner of
a weekly newspaper chain and chalr-

The dcvclopmcm will extend east
of Sheldon Road 1o Hines Park south
of Brooklane Golf Club. It is basical-
1y bounded on the ather sides by Five
Mile, Beck and Six Mile.

It will take at least 2 year to final-

ize plans and obtain all nccessary
approvals and permits before work
begins, according te DeMattia.

Part of the agrcement between
the consortlum and the county exne-
utivo's office calls for the purchase
price of $31.7 milllen o be pald
within seven months after the county
cemmission rattfles the deal,

DeMattia declined to discuss fi-
nanclng speclfies.

“The golf caurse starts first, the
main entrance, some resldentlal and
some non-resldentlal. We'll go on as
the market dictates, We'll be open-
ing, as we progress, differont sec-
tions,” DeMattla said.

EACH PARTNER has a specific
responsibility In addition to an inter-
est in the project as a whole.

DeMattia will tend to most of the
developlng tasks. Horowltz will be In

GILL BRESLEN/stait photograpner

ar
parks.
charge of housing. Prechter will con-
cenirate on marketlng and (inding
tenants for the technology, industrial
and offlce buildings.

“I persasally put the team togeth.
er. Gary (Bob‘.m) and myself ‘have
spent thousands of hours putting this
fogether, putting it Inte harmony
wlith governmental unlts, nature, the
market,” DeMattla sald

Roberts is vice president for de-
velopment at DeMattia.

Houses, condos and apartments
will be built comparable to what's in
the Northvllle cemmunlty now,
Horowitz said.

Houses could cost $300,000-
$400,000, condos from $200,000-
$500,000 and apartments rent at
$800-$000 per month depending on
the existing market, he sald.

‘Cowboy funk’ gallops onto decorating

{AP) — Cowboy chic has hit home
decor.

Bob Kapaun, a Sante Fe dealer in
Amecrican Indlan {rade blankets, de-
seribes “Lonesome Dove™ as the
mini-series that made the bolo tie re-
spectable and the cowboy look col
fectihle,

+ What Is the look?

- Picture Western “stick furnlture”
on display in a furniture showrooms.
Pleture Pendleton blankets as cur-
talns. Plcture antler wall sconces.

- Fasclnatlon for the West ranges
from real cowboy gear Lo “cowboy
funk," artifacis a 1a Hopalong Cassi-
dy and Roy Rogers.

2 Cry Baby Ranch In Denver, one
purveyor of cowboy kitsch, stocks
chenllle bedspreads with bucking
broncos, covered wagon tamps and

piilows made from cowboy curtalns.

“They're pleces people haven't
seen since childhood and they've for-
gotten about it," said Roxanne Thur-
man, co-owner of the store (hat
opened a year ago.

Bates Indian print cotton blankets
that sold for $2 to $3 new, and cost
around $40 several years ago, Thur-
man says, sell for between $125 and
$550 at the store.

At Old West Antiques and Cowboy
Collectibles In Cody, Wyo., Brian and
Dianc Lebel have devoted a nook In
the shop to cowbay funk. In the cor-
ner, ceramic cowwhoy boots suppert a
lamp. A shiny horse clock sits on the
shelf, Nearby stands a whip-stitched
lampshade with a color photo of Roy
Roxer 's palomino Trigger.

RS AGO, the shop's

Naugahyde chair with wagon wheel
arms and a saddle stiiched on the
back would have looked Jike a white
clephant. Today, there's a market
forit.

‘The stuif makes Lebel eringe, but
some customers love it, she says. She
manages the siore while her hushand
travels to shows searching for both
authentic and funky gear.

1 sell an awful lot of peaple one
palr of spurs or one palr of chaps to
hang on a wall,” she sald.

Al the glit shop of the Gene Autry
Western Herltage Museum in Los
Angeles, the publle Is "crazy” for the
cowbay look, accerding to Susan De-
Land, merchandising director for the

muscum.
“It’'s the big new hot (rend.
Southwestern |Is really on its way

out,” she sajd. “Pastel colors have
sort of saturated the market and
people are bored with it."

‘The museum carries inexpensive
spurs for coffec table displays, Old
West furnlture, lamps, Pendleton
and hide pillows and reproductions
of Santa Fe Rallroad china with a
Western deslgn,

“We've tested the waters and
there's o tremendous Interest in
home decor with the Old West mot-
if,” DeLand says. Items range from
authentle-looklng to campler, tren-
dier pleces.

At the Buffalo BIit Historleal Cen-
ter in Cody, Wyo., visitors are buylng
souvenlrs In record quantities. “Our
gift shops have doubled in sales in
the last three years," says Everett
Dieh!, the museum's markellng dl-

Sometimes best deal is no deal

I was Interested in boylng a con.
doralnfum uait up north and prescat-
ed an offer to purchese, The seller
agreed upon the price but was con-
cerned aboot the fact that I bad an
inspection clanse lo the purchase
ngreement, There was also a con-
tingency clause rcunrdlng obtalning
tinanclng. The seller's Realtor sald
that the seller wauld not go ahend
with the deal If there were any con-
tingencles, I feel badly because I
wanled the unit, Do you have any ad-
vice?

1 would be wary of purchasing any

ently had sumethlng to hide and you
are best advised to go where you can
have a fair and complete oppartunl-
ty to inspeet the premises before the
agreement becomes binding.

I am thinking about buylng an
apartment and converting ft to a
condomlinlum project, There are ap-
proximately 125 units, Do you have
any suggestions that I should look to
In considerlog the purchase of the
apariment complex?

QObvlously, you should be totally
aware of the condition of the apart-
ment premises before maklng your

plece of real estate without a full

and of the
prcmlsu I the seller Is not willing
to allow you to Inspect the premises,
it may be the best deal that you ever
made by not gettlng into the deal. It
1s not unreasonable nor uncustomary
for p to demand

Grt a history of the maln-
tenance actlvities performed at the
apartment complex and hire an ar-
chilect or an engineer to Inspect the
premises to tell you what the useful
IMfe of the lnnjor component parts of
the will be. Also, consider

not nnly of the unlt that Lhey are
buying In the condominlum, but per-
haps the entire condominlum com-
plex, at least to the extent of the
~ommon elements. The sclier appar-

how the nparlmenl can be divided
for purposes of condominiumizing
the project, including how you will
asalgn responsiblilty between the as-
soclatlon and the co-owners for

condo
queries

Robert M.
Melsner

that county, Obviously, discretion
being the better part of valor, you
should have a thorough environmen-
tal analysis made of the preml
before you construct the condomini-
um. Developers have an addltional
expaosure to llnbllity because of lh;i
50}

malntenance and repalr responsibili-
tles. Determine such things as
whether there is a commonly
meicred clectrical or gas facility,
whether there is adequate parking to
meet the antlclpated needs of a con-
dominium project, among other
things. Also, be aware of the obliga-
tlons which you will assume as a de-
veloper who ls converting a condom-
Inlum project.

I am thinking about

contaminatlon. Gzl youmll a prop-
er consultant and expert and do your
homework belore you construct the
condaminlum. Hopefully, you will
have done your homeweork even be-
fore you buy the property so that you
do not end up with a pofluted red
herring.

Robert M. Meisner is a Bir-

rector. In the last year and a half,
the museum has added 20 different
posters from the Wild West show

era.

THE MARKET FOR scrious west-
ern art is also rebounding. A Rem-
ington oil painting sold for nearly $5
million at a Manhattan art auction In
December. A Russell brought $i.l1
million,

“There's a hew market out there
that are buylng. There are new play-
crs,” sald Blllings, Mont.,, gallery
owner Thomas Minckler. The last
boom in the carly 1980s was fucled
by oil money, says Minckler, who de-
seribes his own huslnm as “quictly
and discreetly booming.”

ping and buildi toeh

gy/industrial

“We hope to have a fairly broad
price range. AW (unlts) will be ups-
cale for their type. Remember,
we're a couple of years out. We have
to he fexible subject ta market eon-
dltfons at the time,” Horowltz sald.

THE CONSORTIUM wants ta re-
furbish some of the dilapidated
bulldings that have architectural
character east of Sheldon Into con-
dos or town houscs, Roberts sald,
‘Those buildings had been part of the
Wayne County Chitd Development
Center.

Prechter has contacts In Japan,
South Koreca, Australla and West
Germany through his auto supply
buslness, sald David Treadwell,
managlng dlrector of Heritage De-
velopment.

scene

Cottage industrles have popped up
to cater to Old West decorating
tastes,

One such business is Antler Crea-
tions, an Ennls company that designs
antler wall sconces, coffee tables
and chandelicrs, using shed antlers
of deer, clk and moase.

Lee Poole, owner of Hole In the
Wall Gatleries (n Ennis and Blg Sky,
says he and his partner Don Pilotte
realized there was a market for the
pleces and started the company
within the last month or so.

Thelr first major profect was an
clk antler chandeller designed for
the Huntley Lodge at Blg Sky, which
contalns 12 sets of ¢lk antlers.

+ 3 Floor Plans
« Privato Entrances
+ GE Appliances

condominlum o Macomb Connly.
but am concerned abaut polential
hazardous waste problems, Do you
have any mggeﬂlnn'x'l

You should be concerned about the
probabllity of mercury or other pol-
lutants in the soll in certaln arcas of

5

_attorney * Ci i Collings
i e real enﬁcﬂgnd - Carport
carporme aw. You are invited to
submit topics for this column by From
writing Robert M. Meisner, 30200 377,400

Telegraph Road, Suite 467, Bir-
mingham 48010, This column pro-
vides general {nformation and
should not be construed as legal
opin(an.

OPEN 12-5 Daily
981-6550 rimsen

PRIME CANTON LOCATION
With Large Natural Park
« 1 Floor, 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Modals
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