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Mobile homes in licensed mobile
ihome parks would be {axed just
ilike houses under three legislative
{bills that are getting increasing lo-
«cal government support.

{ Slnce 1959, moblle homes in
parks have been taxed $36 & year,
\ﬂltlmngh local ofilclals say some
\are worth as much as $60,000.

+. The Southcast Mlchigan Council
+of Governments last week jolned
sthe Michigan Municipal League
.and Mlchlgan Townshlps Assocla-
‘UUH in supporting three biils in the
‘House of Representatives to tax
mobile homes the same as site
,housu.

'
i “THE CURRENT form of taxa-
tlon of moblle homes within ii-

mobile home parks is dis-
crimluntory and antiquated,” said
the SEMCOG resolution, offered by
Romulus Mayer Beverly McAnally.

“Taxpayers In the community
are paylng higher taxes to offset
cost of schoals, police and fire pro-
tegtfon and recreatfon services
provided to resldents of mobile
home parks.”

Bills to reassess
mobile homes

Tt passed without opposition,

Mobite homes on private proper-
ty — as distinet from those tn mo-
bile home parks — pay property
taxes just llke slte houses.

MOBILE HOME owners do pay
the state 4 percent sales tax when
they buy their units. Thelr rent also
covers the park owner's share of
property tax and single business
tax, along with speclal assessments
for water and sewer.

And mobile park owners say
they provide many munlclpal ser-
vlces at no cost to the city or towne
shlp — internal street malnte.
nance, lighting, sldewalks, trash
collectlon and snow removal.

But local government officials
say mobile home parks fail to pay
{or their share of schools and other
costly services.

SEMCOG's exceutive commitlee
endarsed the concept of House Bills
4943-45. They would repeal the
current $3 a month tax, provide for
the taxatlon of moblle homes In
parks as personat praperty and ex-
empt used mobile homes from the

4 percent use tax.

‘Expensive,

nefficient’

Official’s critical of county government

By Pat Musphy
staft wrltor

As residents in the county north of
Grand Raplds prepare to vole on
adopting a county-cxccutive form of
government — like the one tn Oak-
land County — Oakland board of
commlsloners chairman Roy Rewold
has some advice: “Don't."

It's expensive, inefficient and
opens he door o cronism, according
o newspaper accounts of Rewold's
trip to Ottawa County which is north
of Kent County on Lake Michlgan.

Next weck Ottawa County will
hold a referendum on swltching
from an appolnted adminisirator
and going to an independently elect-
cd county executive who oversees all
county government cxcept that en-
trusted to ether clected officials.

Oakland County traveled a similar
governmental road In 1974, when it
became the first of Michigan's 83
counties to adopt the county execu-
tlve form of government, Since then,
Wayne County has also adopted the

county executive form of govern-
ment,

REWOLD, R-ROCHESTER, has
been a commissioner for cight years
under an exccutive and is currently
chairman of the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners,

He went to Ottawa County —
north of Kent County on Lake Michl-
gan -- on Feb, 15, at the Invitation of
a group calling [tself the Citlzens for

Rapids area. “And that’s just the fat.

“Il 1 ran my business like I've scen
some of these things done by the
county exccutive, I wouldn't be in
business,” the story quoted Rewold
as saylng,

AbKI:n ABOUT the stories and
reports of his comments, Rewold
Wednesday said they were basieally
accurate, with one exception,

They did not make clear that his

County Gove

Acmnllng to newspaper stories
about his trip, Reweld volced his
opinions In Holland and Grand Ha-
ven advising agalnst Ottawa's opting
{or a county cxccutlve.

For one thing, having a county ex-
ceutive unnecessarily costs more
than $1 million, according to news-
paper accounts of Rewold's speech-
s,

“1 could take a million doliars
right off the top of this system so
fast it would make your head spin,”
Rewold was quoted as saying in the
Ottawa (County) Advance, one of 10
newspapers clreulating In the Grand

were directed at the sys-
tem, rather than the man occupying
the executlve's post — Daniel T.
Murphy.

“My remarks were critical of the
system, not of Dan Murphy,” sald
Rewold,

Stories also quoted Rewold as say-
Ing commissioners sometimes have
to "work around” the executive to
gut things done.

In a Feb. 18 story in The Grand
Raplds Press, Rewold was quoted as
saylng, "We (Oakland commissions
crs) den't know what is golng on until
It happens.

The stery alse quated Rewold as

saying that Oakland County's reputa-
tion as a presperous, well-managed
county Is the result of good ecenomle
times, not a result of its form of gav-
ernment.

The stery also quoted Rewold as
saying there is a movement for an
election, possibly in 1991, on chang-
ing Oakland's form of government,

OTHER COMPLAINTS attributed
to Rewold In the storles Include:
Beeause he is elected to a four-

term while commissioners
rye two-year terms, the executive
can lobby or support his preferred
commissioner candidates,

e Consultants and  coniracters
who donate to the exceutive's cam-
paign “can casily be included In
county business,”

® Although the executlve’s job re-
quires tratning and experience, it in.
evitably becomes politicized because
1he person hielding it must run for re-
eleetlon.

rd can not do anything
and consultants the

exceutive hires.

County park highlights nature programs

Maple syrup production, water
conservatlon, and how animals
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adapt to thelr surroundings will be
discussed at three nature programs
during March at the Tndependence
Oaks Nature Center,

At “Maple Magie" on Saturday,
Mareh 3, a naturalist will demon-
strate the Early American technique
of tapping maple trees for syrup.

Participants will view the process
from start to finish, sample the
syrup, and make somie “maple miag-
ic" 10 take home.

The program will be from 1-2:30
p.m. The fee |s $1 a person,
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life. Nature lovers can learn how to
preserve this precious resource at
“Earth Day Primer: Groundwater™
on Saturday, March 17,

sources of wa-
strearms, ponds
and its uses
ssed.

rth Day Primer: Groundwa-
the third and final program
commemorating ihe 20th Annlver.
sary of RBarth Day. The program
costs $1 a person.

THE SUBJECT of animat adap-
tion will be explored during the
“Eco-Explorers Investigate Animal
Faces and Feet” mini-class on Satur-
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day. March 31, from 10 a.m. to 2
pam.

Children ages 6B will learn how
animals’ physical features adapted
1o their environment.

A variety of outdoor activities will
tike pl weather permitting. Par-
ticipants should provide a sack lunch
and dress for the weather. The cost
is $6 a person.

Pre-registration is required for all
nature cenier programs.

Activities at the Independence
Oaks Nature Center are made possi-
ble through millage funds supported
by Oakland county residents.

Independence Oaks, an Oakland
County Park, is on Sashabaw Road,
2's miles north of 1-75, near Clarks-
ton.

For more information, call 625-
6473.
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Gelling a
thorough, professional
eye exam is a good
idea. And getting one
right now is an even
better idea. Because
now is the time to
bring your prescrip-
tion to Pearle for our
great "Buy One Pair,
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YOUR EYES
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PEARLE IS
OFFERING

FREE GLASSES.

Get One Free" offer.
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great deal, you really should
eyes examined.,
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W

Pearle loca- ©

tion. If you don't think this looks like a

have your

FREE GLASSES

I Buy a complete pair of glasses at regular price I
and get a second pa[r (same prescription) A

I free, from our specially tagged . I N
- Ofter includes most singlo vision and bifocal pvescnpllons Some
lens restrictions upply Valid through March 11, 1890 at all par-
I ticipating Poarle locations. Minimum first paie purchuso $75, I
Progressives, tints and coatings avaitable at additional charge

on second pair. Complete glasses include zames and lenses.
Coupon must bo presented at time of order. No olher discounts I

sk ,«1 apply. Got your free glasses at:
Enee— 3 PEARLE VISION CENTER JINA
L — e A G R i — —

ROSEVILLE LIVONIA x MADISON HTS, BIAMINGHAM
28240 Gratio! 34901 Plymouth Rd, 28411 Dequindre 879 Hunter
779-2190 425-2400 545.8727 §44-4440
ROCHESTER STERLING HTS. ALLEN PARK SOUTHFIELD GARDEN CITY
1240 Rochester Rd. 37684 Van Dyke 14595 Southfield 29629 Southfield 29316 Ford Rd,
£52-0600 9792550 ! §59-8520 2616868
CANTON W. BLOOMFIELD BELLEVILLE WARREN DEAABORN
44750 Ford Road 6510 Orchard Lake Rd. 2085 Rawsonville 29148 Van Dyke 23050 Michigan Ave.
455-3180 8514404 4853580 7514430 274-8815




