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A bride in white,
lace, tulle, and
glitters, often the
tinale at fashion
shows has come
to be a tradition,
Not every show
has a bride, but
those that do
draw more than a
few sighs from
the audience. At
the Radisson
Plaza fashion
show for the
forthcoming Adat
Shalom show,
Zina Gault,
resident ot
Birmingham
modeled the
bridal gown.

Staff photos
by Jerry
Zolynsky

Shows put producer in gear

By Shirloo Roso tdon
staff writer

It may take Leah Marks (wo
months or more to produce one of
her fashlon extravaganzas, but no
matter how great the effort, it's ali
over In 45 mlnutes.
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Marks, who commands a group of
models llke the ex-army sergeant
she is, knows how (o put together all
the parts that make up a darzling
show.

What's more, she Is expert at deal-
kng with the dozens of local mer-
chants who like belng part of the

Marka watches and adds her diroctions.

splendor when a Leah Marks Pro-
duction Is onstage.

With a show In the offing, Marks
goes Into high gear, making contacts,
{writing contracts), hiring models,
technlelans, lighting people, a chore-
ographer and so on. Rehearsals are a
vital part of the effort, tylng togeth-

lor Lnah Marks Frodnc!lonl, directs the models as

er the creatlve ideas precisely
worked out, and charging the models
with the electricity that Marks Pro-
duction models are noted for.

COMING UP on Wednesday, May
9 is a show for the Slslcrhood of Adat

“When
arrived in
America, I
could
speak six
lan-
guages,
English
wasn’t
one of
them."
— Leah
Marks
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Producer’s shows
put the frosting
on fashion’s cake

By Loraine McClish
staif writer

it takes 10 get the right combination.

"I am the producer and director
and work with a crew of between 30-
40, the best models, chereographer,

EAH MARKS wore lhe clmhcs
of the world’s top di
when working as a top

model 1 [sracl, Lendon,
Rome and Paris.

After comlng to thls area, when
she viewed the shows paraded down
the Detrolt runways she felt there
was a little something to be deslred.

In a few short years, Marks has
given siew meaning to the term
fashlon show' for residents of
Southeastern Michigan,

Billed as Leah Marks Productlons
or Leah Marks Fashion Extravagan-
zas, her models keep time with fast-
paced chorcography to fast-paced
background musle in a fast-paced
show.

Marks has used dry ice machlines
and snow machines, chlldren and
their pets, mimes and clowns, back-
grounds of slides or kaletdoscapes of
changing celor, special lighting ef-
fects, to best show off the fashions at

hand.

She'll be uslng lasers on the run-
way for the first time when Albert
Nipon comes to show his colleclion
in an extravaganza she’s producing
for Juvenile Diabetes in

stage mana-
gers there are. [ oversee everything
but sclllng the tickets. That's the
agency’s job.

“I have gotten door prizes or raf-
{le prizes for the organization, and
have cven gotten a celebrity or two
to enhance their fund-raiser.

"l don’t promise anybody that
they are going to make money, but
they always do.

“The merchants all come back
and even call me asking to be in my
next show. Most of the merchants
are from the northwest suburbs -
Farmington, Southfield, Birming-
ham, West Bloomficld and more, 2
lot of them along the Northwestern
Highway strip.

“'As for the organizatlons, I must
be doing something right, because I
get a lat of repeat buslness.

“I'm going to be back at Adat
Shalom for a show May 9 (sponsared
by the congregation's sisterhood).
The United Negro College Fund has
asked for a second show that’s sched-
uled for May 13 and I'm doing anoth-
er show for \uchlgan Lung Associa-
tion in

Fairlane June 24.

The West Bloomtleld resldent has
Joked that she has sometimes had to
use whatever background was han-

dy.
Last year Marks teamed up with
0

Shalom
Hills. The calendar is markl.‘d for a
rehearsal at the Radisson Plaza Ho-
tel tn Southficld.

General Manager Bitl Kirkhuff is
contacted to make a large rehearsal
hall and other space avallable.

The rehearsal brings together all
those who comblne their talents lo
make the show work, {rom child
maodels to producer Leah.

in another enterprise, Cocktails
and a stralling dinner will start up
the gala for the June 24 Juvenile Di-
abetes Foundation event at the Falr-
lane Town Center.

This one's a speclal with elegant
Albert Nlpon, deslgner attending,
showing hls own fall collection.

“For this show, we are golng lo
usc lasers for the first time,” Marks
sald.
Llve mannequlns showing the ni-
cetles of the ninctles above the foun-
taln at Fairlane Town Center are
scheduted for March 23, 30, and 30
and April 8, 20, and 27.

The productions highlight the lat-
est In fashilons from every corner of
Oakland country and cven further,

Harry Kosln's of Southtleld regu-
larly shows up scale men's fashlon In
Mark's shows,

Valentina's of Applegate Is o re-
peat particlpant as arc Begidim and
Sally's Deslgns of West Bloomfleld.

SHOWCASING HIS fine jewelry
creations in Marks' productions,
John Darakfian Jewelers of South-
fleld brings on (he dozzle and glitz.
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pera to raise money for
AIDS rescarch, The company was
playing at the Flsher at the time so
Marks wrapped her enlire produc-
tlon around the “Pirates of Pene
zance” set that just happened to be
there.

On another occasslion, a benefit for
Children's Hospital sponsored by a
litness club was staged on a tennls
court.

A MARKS PRODUCTION Is al-
ways staged for a charity, and gen-
erally includes the fashions from a

hal{-dozen bouliques or speclalty -

shops,

“1 try to match up the merchants
and thelr fashions with the audicnce
hat the charlty will bring in," she
sald.

“This might be the high ticket
Items or the modest-priced, or the
specialists in chitdren's clothes or
petite sizes, large slzes — whatever

MARKS IS A native of Israc) who
began her modeling carcer at age 15,
a carcer that was interrupted for a
mandatory 18-month stint (n the Is.
raeli Army,

Some of her show buslness savvy
may come from the influence of her
maother, a noted singer and cantor in
Isracl.

Of her carcer In the Israel Defense
Forces, Marks sajd: “It was no pic-
nic, but I'll say this. [ think every 18-
year-old would benefit by serving in
the reserves, They would learn what
work and responsibillty and protect-
ing thelr country is all about — and
just Jearn to appreciate life more,”
she said.

Modellng jobs were easy to come
by for the tall, dark slim woman
wlith the dramatic and exotic good
looks.

“It was a fascinating life of exclte-
ment, adventure, fashion, travel,”
she said.

“When I arrived in America, |
could speak six languages. English
was not one of them, bul Ylddish
was, Yiddish always scrved me best

“I am the producer and
director and work with
a crew of between 30
and 40 of the best
models, the best
choreographer, the
best musicians,
technicians and stage
managers there are. |
oversee everything but
selling the tickets.”

— Leah Marks

herever 1 went and it was my Yld-
dlsh that got me accepted by the gar-
ment indust:

All of her pas( cxperlences as a
model and in the garment industry,
cven belng a tough soldier when she
had (o, goes Into the shows she pro-
duces here.

“I was the onc who knocked the
narration out of fashion shows here.
1 am very happy to say thal any
fashlon show without narration,
which only slows things down, has
been coplied from me,

“So much has been copled from
me that I have to continually keep
creating something new. All of my
shows — ali of them — are dlfferent
{rom one anather,” she sald,




