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Bright March skles S|gnal the start of spring

The month of March features a
close conjunctlon between Venus and
Mars, and the offlclal start of spring.

Three plancts wlll be visible in the
predawn sky this month. Britllant
Venus, Mars and Saturn al) whi be in
the southeast before sunrise.

Jupiter will be a bright beacon
nearly overhead after sunset. Mercu-
ry Is too close to the sun Lo be scen.

The amount of sunlight we recelve
will Increase by one hour and 26
minutes In March,

Folk art at
county center

County art aflcionados can view a
varlety of erafts at the Country Folk
Art Show March 2-4 at the Spring-
tleld Oaks Actlvities Center.

Handmade crafts by more than
100 artisans witl be on display.
Among the ltems for sale will be Ap-
palachlan style baskets, Shaker fur-
niture, quilts, weathervancs, decoys,
country clocks and chlldren’s furni-
ture.

“The Country Folk Art Show is
recognized as the leading folk art
show in the natlon, Only the best ar-
tisans tn the country appear at our
show," said Betty Long, co-organiz-

er.

Show hours arc 59 p.m. Friday
and 10 a.m. to & p.m. Saturday and
Sunday.

Admisston fees are 36 on Frlday
and $4 on Saturday and Sunday. Chil-
dren ages 10 and under pay $2 and
children under age § are free.

Food concessions will be aval)-

able,

The Springficld Oaks Activities
Cenler is on Andersonvllle Road,
near Hall Road, In Davisburg.

For more informatlon, call Betty
Long or Rhonda Blakely at 634-4151
or the Springficld Oaks Actlvitics
Center at 625-8133.

Expecting?
Classes set

The Oakland County Health Divi-
slon wIl sponsor six expectant par-
ont classes at Its Southfield office,
27725 Greenfleld Road.

Classes will be 7-9 p.m. on consec-
utive Wednesdays beginning March
7. The cost is $10 and preregistratlon
is required by 5 p.m. Friday, March
2. Informatlon ts available at 424-
1042,

Toplcs to be discussed fnclude
preparation for labor and delivery,
good nutritlon, growth and develop-
ment of the rcws and the baby, in-
fant care and parenting.

Please

I Third World countries. hun-
dreds of thousands of children
are in desperate need of food.
clothing, me care ~the
basics of lite, These pirls ard
boys are even denied the
opportunity (o attend schuool.

hey are our neighbors in
aworld that grows smaller
every day

Through CCF you can
Sponsor ; )mn.hhnr“hlld The
cntis 318 s month — just 60¢
aday —to help a poor child in
Asia, Africa or Latin Amenea
—achild whao has virtually
nothing.

Please pick up your phone
now and dial the tol-free num-
e below: Be a goad neighbor
by helping an innocent child.

Christian Children’s
und, Inc.

1- 800-228-3393

(Toll Free)

Suntlse on Mareh 1 is at 7:08 am.
and sunset |s at 6:22 p.m., allowing
for a possible 11 hours and 14 min-
utes of suntight. On March 31, the
sun rises at 6:17 a.m. and sets at 8:57
p.m. for 12 hours and 40 minutes af
sunlight.

Mars passcs one degree south of
({below) Satura on the morning of
March 1. Look southcast about 45
minutes before sunrlse. The brilliant
“star" about nine degrees to the cast
(left) of Mars and Saturn is Venus.

The last grouping botween Mars
and Saturn was In February 1988;
the next will be in March 1992,

THE MOON is in the constcllation
of Taurus the bull on the evening of
March 2. The Plelades (PLEE a
dees) star cluster, the "shoulder” of
Taurus, Is immedlately to the leit of
the moon.

Fifteen degrees to the left of the

skywatch

RaymondE.
Bullock

moon is the star Aldcbaran (al DEB
a ran}, the bull's “eye."

Aldcbaran is a rcd glant star, {t Is
40 times larger than the sun and 125
times brighter, but doesn't look it be-
cause it's 68 light years away, The
light we sce tonight left Aldcbaran
68 years ago In 1922,

The very bright star to the left of
Aldebaran is the planet Jupiter.

The moon is at First Quarter
phasc at 9:05 p.m. March 3. It Is one-
quarter of its way around the Earth,

‘The moon will form a large trlan-
gle with the Plelades and Aldebaran.

On the next night, the moon will he
ahout five degrees to the teft of Jupi-
ter,

The moon wlil be aligned with the
twin stars, Castor and Pollux, on the
evening of March 6.

Look high in the east southeast to
find the moon. The star above and to
the fcft of the moon is Pollux; above
and to the left of Pollux is Castor,
These stars cach mark a "head” of
the Gemini twins.

LOOK AT these two stars closely.
Castor is also known as Alpha Gemi-

norum (gem in OR um); Pollux is
Betu Geminorum.

5 5, not only have *proper
nimes,” they also are distinguished
by catalog numbers and letters of
the Greek alphabet.

By custom, the brightest star In a
constellation s given the first letter
of the Greek alphabet. The second
brightest star gets the scond letter,
and so on. The Greek letters were
assigned In a star atlas published by
4 Bavarian astronomer named
Bayer in 1603,

Modern measurements of steltar
brightaess have delermined that
Pollux (beta) is nearly balf a magni-
tude brighter than Caster (alpha).

While that is not a major notice-
able difference, i does mean that
white Pollux is the 17th brightest
star in the sky, Castor ls farther
down the list at 23rd brightest,

In addition, I’ollux, lying at a dis-

: 5

tance of 15 light years (the hyhl we
see tonight teft Pollux In 1955), is 10
Sight years closer to us than Castar.

TIE MOON is in the constellation
of Leo the Lion on the evening of
March 9, about 10 degrees above the
star Regulus (REG u Jus), the lion's
“heart.”

Regulus, also known as Alpha
leonis (lee OH nis). s the 21st
brightest star in sky; brighter than
Castor, hut not as bright as Pollux.
On the follawing night, the moon wiil
ve direetly below Regulus.

Full Moon Is at 5:58 a.n. March
11. The moun is fully Bighted by the
sun and will rise as the sun sets, be
visible all fight, and set as the sun
rises.

ON THE nmmm;, of March 12,
s and Mars will appear at their
They will be 7.5 degrees

[
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