SEMCO

By Janice Brunson
statf writor :

As prosccutor for'a crack narcotles team
almed at drug conspiracy, Erle Kalser's
message Is clear,

Crrcaz

ally, I don't really see either one as more or
Jess important,

“If semeone breaks the law, It’s our job to
prosecute,” Kaiser sald.

A former Macomb County prosecutor,
}S"“i works with the Southeast Michigan

Anyone apprehended in with
drugs wlll be prosecuted, regardless of the
degree of culpability,

In other words, “the smallest player” Is
fair game.

“The cocaine problem exists because of
people at the lop, as well as people at the
bottom, the retailer and the consumer, Who
is most important? 1 don't know but, person-

Of {SEMCO), created
in January 1988 by the state Office of Crimi+
nal Justice and which Is based at an undls-
ctosed location in Livonla,

By focusing on conspiracy, drug users are
liable to prosecutlon far “histarical” crimes,
drug deals conducted prior to the arrest of a
key dlstributer.,

Such was the case of 22 suburbanites

fingered by Arthur Abrams, a drug Informer
now in state prison for three to 20 years. He
also faces new consplracy dlstribution
charges that carry a 20 year mandatory sen-
fence.

“DEGREE OF INVOLVEMENT and pro-
veabllity,” Kalser sald, is why the 22 were
targeted for Indlctment on cocalne consplra-
cy, described by Kalser as two people agree-
ing to an Hlegal act with cocaine, All but one
have pleaded guilly to reduced charges in
Oakland County Circult Court. All but two
were placed on probation.

There is a “50 pereent chance” another 15
will be charged, people who formerly pur-
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chased cocaine from Abrams. An Indictment
is also pending against one of slx witnesses
agalnst the original 22, The remalning flve
have been charged in federal court.

As to charges that SEMCO offlcers may
have used deceptive measures In gathering
evidence agalnat the 22, Kalser sald, “I'd
call jt good pollce work. The most compel-
ling cvidence ls personal statements.” Offj-
cers visited many of the defendants at home
and obtained statements of drug use.

To date, 55 people have been indleted on
Abrams' testlmony, Including 33 who were
convicted In federal court on more serlous
charges, Federal authoritles also seized

awyer defends get-tough stance

property, including bomes of two suburban
users, ‘

“HOPEFULLY, SUCH scizures will
discourage drug use,"* Kalser sald. “Cocalne
is 2 soclal thing. All users distribute in some
way, either selling 1o frlends and making a
littte proflt or sharing with mates, card-
playlng chums or your bridge club,” Distri-
butlon meets federal selzure criteria.

In 1988, SEMCO made 55 arrests, inclug-
ing 34 ranked as Class I which are mare se-
rious crimes based on type and amounts of
drugs involved. In 1989, there were 101 ar-
rests, including 41 Class 1.

Drug convictions a publicity ploy, defendants say

Continyad from Page 1

“There s now an unusual amount
ol resources, money and manpower,
for fighting drugs, the government
wants to stem the {low of drugs by
letting users know they are going to
be proseculed and professionals
were Invelved. They are not entitled
to & break,” sald Blrmingham law-
yer Danlel Blank.

AMONG THOSE charged are one
lawyer from Southficld and another
from Livonla, a Farmingten Hllls
certlfled publle accountant and a
college professor from  Canton
Township. Each could lose his pro-
fessionat license.

The indictments stem {rom testi-
mony by Arthur Abrams, formerly
of Farmington Hllls, who agreed to
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coaperate with pollce after he was
arresled on cocaine charges In De-
cember 1997,

“The message i3 loud and clear.
Users are belng prosecuted In a fash-
lon that says they are fust as respon-
slble for drug importing as drug im-
porters,” sald Wayne County lawyer
Jomes C, Thomas, whose cllent, a
Bloom!leld Hills podiatrist, now
works as a caterer.

Each defendents shares a similar
story (o that of a 30-year-old sales-
man, formerly of Rochester Hills.

In carly 1987 the salesman bought
cocalne from Abrama.

A year later, In August 1989, he
received a phone call irom Abrams,
who talked about a former drug
courler, The salesman aknowledged
knowing her.

In October 1988, he was vislted by
officers f{rom the Livonta-based
Southeast Mlchigan Conspiracy Or-
ganlzation, an 11-county police antl-
drug force of 16 officers.

The officers sald the carller con-
versatlon with Abrams was tape
recorded.

“IF 1 COOPERATED, they told
me I'd probably never hear from
them agaln, Pretty naive, huh?" the
salesman sald.

This past November, he and 21
others were arraigned in Farming-
ton's 47th District Court on cocaine
consplracy, The salesman pleaded
gullty to cocalne possession Jast
month in Oakland County Circult
Court. He had been charged with
buying 18 grams of cocaine. He be-

licves he actually bought tess than 0
grams,

Because he bought so much co-
calne, he was denied first-offender
status and sentenced to two years
probation, 100 hours community ser.
vice and flned $600. He is now re-
celving abuse

morc than two years ago and defend-
ants have been drug-free for periods
of up to four years each, the cases
are different.

“THIS IS AN extreme application
of the law.” said Southfield attarney
i‘amm Burdick. Burdlck's client, a

vest Bl

Two of the ariginal 22 have been

sentenced to jall. One is a Redford
p man with a

conviction eight years earller. The
other Is a Wayne County woman who
helped package drugs for Abrams.

The salesman is luckier than most.
He remalns employed, and his prop-
erty has not been selzed under feder-
al drug forfelture laws.

QOakland County Circuit Judge Ste-
ven Andrews, who is hearing the cas-
es, sald because charges stem from

man, is fighting to
keep his house, which was seized un.
der federal law.

“When Congress passed this law, it
was Intended for drug dealers and
traffickers, not for people who have
made a mistake in using drugs, even
if techinlcally the law allows for it.

“In this case, the punlshment far
exceeds the crime,” Burdick said,

Abrams' phone calls to former
buyers raises concerns, the lawyer
sald. “They preyed on friendshlp
and, while the police have a legal

right to use deception, the question is
whether it's moral.”

Blank speculates that “ence all the
resgurces were commitied to this
particular case, the declsion was
made to go all the way in prosecut-
ing It

Earller testimony by Abrams re-
sulted In federal convictions of 33
others, including two sentenced to
mandatory life.

“What bothers me,” said one of the
indlcted suburbanites, “is drugs was
a chapter long closed in my lfe. It
never occurred to me (prosecution)
could or would ever happen.”

Andrews sald: “It's terrible trage-
dy. Pcople need to te exiremely
careful In personal coiJuct. We nev-
er know when our actions will coine
back to kaunt us."
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Nothing held back. Every pie

644-1070 Oaktand County — |
591-0900 Wayne County

222 Rochester/ Avon

ce of fine quality furniture in ourinve

ADYERTISING

ntory will be
reduced 40% and many pieces up to 65% — in stock pieces only. All pieces
subject to priorsale — priorsales excluded — limited quantities available.

ALL AMERICAN DREW — BED- ° ALL BARCALOUNGER — :
ROOMS — DINING ROOMS — 40 to 65% RECLINERS 50% OFF
WALL UNIT-END TABLES OFF _
- ALL VANGUARD SOFAS o
ALL SIMMONS MATTRESS SETS B 0% OFF | LOVE SEATS — CHAIR 50% OFF
unuﬁrmtowy . , ° [
mrtimiteonert | | ALL CLAYTON MARCUS — A0 10 §5% || ALL LEATHER SOFAS 50% OFF

tovithouses, Comlortuble Uving
with alr conditioning, prvase
bdcunies, hugte 8, hout
nchuded. Also Cabie TV, 2
swinuming poots and Serobics
Aimeas conter, SMAIT siop ot the
fronl catmnee,

SOFA LOVE SEATS
CHAIRS — SLEEPERS

ALL HICKORY — WHITE —
BEDROOMS DINING
ROOMS — WALL UNITS —
END TABLES

ALL STIFFEL LAMPS

OFF

40 to0 65%
OFF

40% OFF

40 to 65%
OFF

40 to 65%
OFF

50% OFF
40jto/65%
OFF
(EAST S1"0RE ONLY)
40 10 60%

- OFF

ALL-AMERICAN OF 4010 60% |

MARTINSVILLE OFF

MANY OTHER BRAND NAMES -
"~ AT SIMILAR SAVINGS X

WESTSIDE |

261-9890 | .

15870 Middlebelt, Livonia . | -+
(Bet. 5 and 6 Mite)

Hours: Daily 9:3010 9:00 - -
Sunday 1210 5 &

ALL LA-Z-BOY RECLINERS

20500 West Warren
Derween Mkktiehelt and
Merrinan Roods

ALL STANLEY BEDROOMS &
DINING ROOMS

CALL TODAY
+421-4977

.SPRING-OPEN HOUSEY
'MARCH 17TH & 18TH

ALL KARPEN FURNITURE
ALL UNIVERSAL BEDROOMS

— DINING ROOMS

ALL SUMTER CABINET
BEDROOMS DINING
ROOMS

EAST SIDE
755-6560.

23335 Van Dyke, Warren
o (4 blks. N. of 9 Mile Rd.)
Hours: Daily 9:30 to 9:00,
Wed. &Sat. 9:30to 6; Sunday 12-5

furniture «/

THE FURNITURE OTHER STORES CHARGE MORE FOR
— oxoncoa
m . . ‘ arms ‘




