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years from the dark days of the mid."
70s. when the death knell loomed.

But not all is rosy now. :

i} mix is stil) lacking. Modern' design
conty th century-old buildings. Benches,
trash cans, hike racks and a public are

BU\\'NTO\\'N FARMINGTON nﬁy be light

The re!

It’s a treasure for community.

It boasts a small-town charm and
is more shopper oriented than
ever. Vitality has replaced
despair.

noticeably missing. Promolion contintes Lo be
dol-
and

ir And ition for

lars lurks in nearby Farmington Hills, Novi

Livos
Still. the ceatrat business district (CBD) —

hunie to 140 businesses and a building dating

back to the 18505 — is on the move. It boasts a

sttall-town charm and is more shopper oriented

has replaced despair.

¢ the fruits of a five-year, $1.4-

ation program yielding pat-

an light sonal banners, decorative signposts,
landscaped parking and a lighted crosswatk.
Cooperation has become the buzzword, even if
it's not always practiced. No longer do vacant
steredronts rival the number of shoppers.

1T'S WITHIN this upbeat backdrop we invile
tie community to join us next Wednesday on
Downtown Day to salute our historic downtown
areu,

- Hosted by the DDA, the event itself will fea-
ture a historic happening: a 500-foot-long hot
dog stretehing nearly a tenth of a mile,

The custom-made red hot will be served at
high noon during a complimentary cookout on
the northeast corner of Grand River and Farm-
ington Road — the CBD's main crossroads.

“Lighthearted as it may seem, Downtown Day
carries an important message,” says DDA exec-
utive director Wendy Strip Sittsamer,

“Downtown Farmington is among a rare group
of remaining downtown areas in our country. We
are inviting the downtown supporters (o show
their commitment to the area — ils preservation
as weli as its develupment — by joining in the
celebration,

T'S ENOUGH TO make some people gasp
for brcu{jl, After all, the concept is
radical ope — a tobacco-free Michigan by

0

the year 2000. The idea is the work of tite
198Y Michigan Tebicco Reduction Task Foree,
through the Michigan Department of Public
Health Center for Health Promotion.
The execntive summary is comprehensive,
listing some 19 pages of recommendations.
For tho

e who suffer through the

s of belching smokestacks — and for
left frazzled by increasingly stringent rules
against smoking ~ the report signals a new path
tobaceo road. But whether the state

ture ignites itsell into action and prepares
some legislation rpmains to be seen.

‘There are concepts in the report’s one-sided
drive to wipe out \obncco use that aren't
recognized. Thoseeoncepts include the one that
8 lity and health issues can’t be
legislated. 1t just won't work,

EVEN MORE BASIC than that is the question
of whether tobaceo products should be hanned.
One does have to thke into consideration
sumewhere along the line the impact of possible
legislation on the tobacco industry, However,
that doesn't mean that fedéral subsidies in the
form of price supports and'income (ax deduction
for advertising should be edntinued.

There are valid points to be made in arguing
for the report, Those includé the effects of
secondhand smoke, the impict of smoking on the
health carelsystem and the realization that while
we may nol want to wipe oultobacco, we don't
have to make it any easier for smokers to get it.

During 1987, Michigan taxpayers spent $1.9
billion on tobaceo use, .'iccording Lo the lask force
report. That figure included medical expenses
and lust income due to smoking-relaled disease
and death,

Groups atspecial risk, the report said, are
women, pregnant women, blacks, Hispanics,
people with low educational Jevels and people
with low income.

AFTER YEARS OF study, no reasonable
persen can argue with the heaith claims that ¢ -
tobacco is linked to heart disease and cancer. .
The number of those who dled in Mlchigan from
tohacco-related diseases topped 16,000 in 1987,

We can’t cover here all suggestions made by
the Lask force, but let’s review those we see as
particularly signlficant.

* “State law should prohibit the sale of
tobaceo products through vending machines.”
‘This comes under the category of not making
cigaretles easy for minors to get at. Sure, they'll

Tobacco free
Education provides best route

Vigorous downtown boosters, we're delighted
(o join the DDA in co-sponsoring the 1.D. (1denti-
fy Downlown) Photo Contest as part of Down-
town Day.
ing as they are, the biggest drawback lo
downtowns is tack of central ownership. Lots of
properly owners with lots of marketing concepls
make it hard to weave a common strategy.

Sometow, the various concepts must be dis-
tilled to benefit individual merchants as well as
the CBD. Herein a DDA comes into play.

‘The real worth of a DDA lies in how success-
fully public improvement inspires private in-
vestment,

So it’s good to sce Strip Sittsamer, in her 1989
annual report:

® cite a dozen facade improvement, building
renovation and new construction projects.

® recount how 75 businesses, groups and indi-
viduals contributed $40,000 for a gazebo square.

THE NEW (rees adorning downtown streets
are symbolic of the city’s commitment to keep-
ing green the order of the day on the walkways
and in the cash registers. They're living remind-
ers of the healthy growth that care and commit-
ment can promote.

Downtown Farmingten indeed is special. Bul
an economic downlurn could force the improve-
ment train to slam on the brakes.

So amid the CBD's resurgence, let’s remember
the vital work that's still ahead, As DDA board
member Frank Clappison perceptively put it:

"The downtowns we have today are the only
downtowns we will ever have. No one is bullding
downtowns anymore and it is up to us to make
sure that dewntowns like Farminglon will en-
dure.”

try olher ways, but at least this closes off one
possibility,

® Along that same line is 4 recommendation
that would “prohibit the distribution of free or
discounted tobacco products,” including through-
the-mail distribution. That only encourages use
by minors. -

@ The task force recommends a “prevention-
based" state tobacco excise tax of 70 percent of
the whotesate price for all tobaceo products. This
plan is more punitive than preventive and ought
10 be snuffed oul,

® The recommendation extending current
restaurant non-smoking sections to 50 percent of
capacity, an issue laken up by state Sen. Jack
Faxon, D-Farmington Hills, would go along way
toward foreing comphliance by those restaurants
that try to table current regulations.

BUT THE MOST important smoke-free
strategies involve promotion of a tobacco-free
lifestyle for adults and children and
establish of 2 school-based anti-tob:
education program. N

So far the June 1989 media campaign has
involved television, billboards and posters. It's
being recommended that other tactics be started
as well, informing people about tobacco control
laws.

The school-based Smoke:Free Class of 2000 is
ustng a promotiona! campaign. And in three-
fourths of Michlgan's school distrlets, the
Michigan Model for Comprehensive Schogl
Health Education is a curriculum In place for
grades kindergarten through eight.

‘The education mede Is far more palatable than
many of the others set forth In the task force
iy 1o start breathing easy bn the

"

decade ahead,
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Push for freeway exit;
centers excel

student

THOUGHTS I'D like to share:

@ On the road — Having driven
M-102 many times during the past
4% years, 1'd like to offer this sug-
gestion to Farmington's new traffic
and safety board:

Petitlon the Michigan Department
of Transportation to add a west-
bound exit at Farmington Road.
There’s alceady an castbound exlt

ere.

The {rceway — from Halsled to
Tuck a bypass around downtown
Farmington — undoubicdly would
be used more by commuters if a
westbound exit also was avallable at
Farmington Road.

As 1t is pow, westbound commut-
ers must take Grand River unless
they're traveling the entire 3%-mile
stretch because M-102 has no west.
bound exit between Halsted and
“Tuck.

When bullt in the late '50s, the
{rceway was meant primarily as a
bypass for (hrough traffic to case
congestion on Grand Rlver, a popu-
lar northwest route between Detroit
and Brighton.

But as resldentlal and commercial
development has picked up in the
Farminglon arca, so has the nced for
a westbound exit at Farmington
Road, the only major road atong the

With a child at and frequent visl-
lor to Fairview Early Childhood
Center, I speak {rom first-hand ex-
perience,

& Worth noting — Hacry
Wingerter's re-clection to a third
term as DDA presldent. The long-
time businessman  bas

frecway between Tuck and Halsted
and a gateway to Livonia and down-
town Farmington.

A westbound exit would lead to
Freedom Road, providing easy ace
cess to Farmington Road,

It's possible the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) might op-

such an exit because of the po-
tential for drawing traffic from
Grand River, Bul I doubt the exit
would siphon potential shoppers,

‘To the contrary, it might make the
the ceniral business district (CBD)

held the top post since the DDA's for-
mation in 1988. . v,

A quiet leader, Wingerter totes the
DDA banner proudly. A charter moe-
chant In the Downtown Farmington
Center, he provides a keen sense of
the CBD's darkest days during the
mid-'70s. “

"

® Sign of the times — Farming-
ton Hills assigning detective Patrick
Monti, a former Oakland Couqly
Narcotics Enforcement Team offi-
cer, to local narcolics Investigations

more {for shoppers from
Redford Tawnship and Livonla,

® Bucking the odds — The option-
al center kindergarten program,
looked upon so suspiclously and deri.
sively by some parents overly fear-
ful of losing traditional nelghbor.
hood kindergarten classes three
years ago, is one of Farmlington Pub-
lle Schools' success storles in early
childhood educatlon.

full-ti
J

. ® An cye-catcher — Still one-of
the most-scenic stretches In Farm:
ington Hills is Halsted, between 12
and 14 Mlle. Development has dulled
its rustic luster from 20 years agd,
but the vistas remain panoramic. K

2
Bob Sklar is editor of the Farmt
ington Observer. 2

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and tele-
phone number of the writer, Names will be withheld lrom publication only
for sufficient reason. We reserve the righl lo edit them, Send lelters to
Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farming-
ton 48024,

Cable nudity
is shocking!

To the edltor:

Lasl Tuesday, whlle scanning
cable statlons for her favorite pro-
gram, my husband and S-year-old
daughter came across a western
with three frontally nude women
“helping™ @ man out of his pants.

I called MetroVision, I was told
they do not contre! what Is shown —
that we were being offered & “free
preview” to entlee us to order that
particular pay-for-view channel,

This was at 3:30 in the afternoon,

when most kids are getting home
from school and dolng the same
thing.
I'm experienelng the feeling that
It's my fault — that we should have
known to block out that channel,
cven though we don't normally
recelve It, or any pay channel; that
it's my fault I don’t know how; that
we shouldn't have ordered cable;
that we shouldn’t let her watch any
television,

phy finds that It is highly addictive,
why do we have to be subject to it
boldly broadcast into our lives so un-
expectedly?

1 value many of the community
and educatlonal programs available
on cable. 1 hope we have more alter-
natives than to cancel it.

Sherrle Stewart,
Farmington Hills

Schools must
monitor policy

To the edltor;

I agree with the Observer's March
12 edltorial that the schiool district's
open enrollment poliey at the sec.
ondary school level should be contin-
ued and continually monitored.

1 {eel, moreover, that the policy
should eventually be implemented at
all grade levels, elementary and see-
ondary, but subject to reasonable
regulation,

Even with the completion of Hill-
side Elementary School and a new
lan, there

badul

Why would a film serv
this movle to play at this time of
day? Am I so nalve as to believe that
the FCC regulatlons will protect us
from ke Influence we don't want in
our home? -

1f pornography is described as, “1.
Originally, a description of prostls
tutes and thelr trade; 2. Writings,
pictures, elc. Intended to arouse sex-
ual desire; 3. The producton of such
writings, pletures, cte.”, and if the
Federal Commissicn on Pornogra-

Dick Isham general inanaget

¥ P
are likely to be “hot spats” of crowd.
Ing in our schools and students
should have the optlon of attending a
less-crowded school elsewhere In the
district.

There are some legitimate con-
cerns with respect to open enrolls
ment. If not professionally Imple-
mented, It could evolve into a popu-
larity contest between our various

schools.
More Importantly, although open

enrollment glves students and par-
ents more cholces with respect to the
venue of their education, al) students
should have the, cholce of a high
quality education in thelr own nclgh-
borhood or “home” school without
sacrificing a full set of curriculum
aoptlons. .

Open enrollment could become a
poar excuse to limit curriculum op-
tions at seme schools, especlally at
the secondary level,

Open enrollment should also not

used as an excuse for allowing
overcrowding to exist anywhere in
the district. The same high standard
of education and comparable curric-
ulum cholees should be available at
all of ‘our schools. These concerns
can be addressed and do not
outweigh the merits of an open en-
rollment policy,

Parents and students should have
more options and cholces with re-
spect “to thelr educations and a
cholce of schools, within a frame-
work of reasonable rules and guide-
lines, should be avatlable at. all
grade leyels In the Farmington dis.
triet from elementary school
through high school.

Recognlzing the advantages of
nelghborhood schools, most familics,
under open, enrollment plans, have
chosen o attend thelr respective
home schools; therefore, open enroll-
ment is unlikely to be disruptive to
school operations and will provide
those {amilies that do exerclse thelr
options under sych a policy with le-
gitimate education cholces. .

. Richard 1, DeVrles,
\ Farmington Hills
]
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