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Tax break will

By Joanne Maliszewski
alatf writer 5

‘The tax exemptlon Is possible because the
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! Fern Neuhler's elderly mother would like
to live In the new Carrington Place Apart-

ments — if she could afford the rent.

- “1 was impressed with it. I think my
*. mother was, But she wasn't impressed with
thvl:d price,* the Farmington Hills resident

sald.

Resident George Roberts, on the other
hand, questioned helplng the [inanclally pla-
gued Carrington Place partners with
break from the clty to make It pdssible to
provide housing for low- and moderate-in-

. come senlor adulls,

“If you're going to crr, err on the gldc\ of

. caution,” Roberts ;aid

" DESPITE QPPOSITION from a couple of*

* colleagues, the majority of council members
agreed Monday to allow the Carrington

- Place Apartments partners to be exempted

from paying taxes.

By Joanne Mallszowsk|
slaft writer

Unfair.
That's what some Farmington
. Hills merchants call n proposed ban
. 10n use of banner slgns for advertise-
, ;ment. .

; “Farmington Hllls is a community
. surounded by other communities

.which do allow their buslnesses the
1use of sigus. It will put us at a dlsad-
:vantage if we cannot display our
‘signs as they display thelrs,” said
‘Ron Asmar of the Vincyards Wine
liar, 32418 Northwestern High-

ty, which provl
mortgages.

a tax
hedroom, with no Increases
spring 1991,

gram in May,

their Income for housing.

(e proposed ordinance change ls
“difflcult to comprehend,” and asked
for a postponement for further re-

view,

David Gronbach of Ace Hardware,
29616 Orchard Lake Road, sald
stronger enforcement of existing
sign restrictions would be more ap-
propriate.

“We do understand that some busl-
nesses may use them In an excesslve
or unsightly manner, however, to
ban the use completely we believe
would be unfairly penalizing all re-
m“}"t{ Gronbach sald.

ay. ink there Ls enough reason for
Marlin Rubln of the Bullders Asso-  you to delay action until some more
clation of could be in-

30375 Northwestern Higbway, said

A Mercy High junior teok part in
the 1990 Nationnl Young Leaders
Conference In Washington,

+ Jeanlfer Jorrisen, 18, was onc of
400 high school junlors and senfors
from around the nation specially In.

. vited to attend the six-day forum,

by the C

P Y
Youth Leadershlp Counctl,

“Ireatly learned a lot,” the Farm-
ington Hills resident sald. I learned
how our government works.

“It was really interesting to be
there and sce the senators debate a

. bill and be in the Capltol Bullding
‘when all that is happening,” she add-

Studeats were selected based on

27300 W. 11 MILE RD, E. OF INKSTER
{Look for tha 4 BUILDINGS. We'te
In The One Mol Connecled.)

on American Airlines.

s
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troduced into it,” sald Jody Soronen,

demonstrated academle achieve-
ment, leadershlp and citizenship,
Jorrisen plans to attend college and

ibly pursue a carcer in educa-
tion or psychology.

The conference theme was, “The
Leaders of Tomorrow Meeting the
Leaders of Today." The young schol-
ars met with key leaders and
newsmakers from the three branch-
cs of government, the medin and the
dlplomatic corps.

Jorrisen's most memorable expe-
rience was the breakfast panel dls-
cussion led by the National Press
Club with renowned jot ts like
Susan King, who recently returned
{rom Nicaragua.
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Register to Win a Trip for Two
To anywhere in lhe Continental USA or the Caribbean

No putchaso necessary » Must be 18 years or older

partners are
financing for~ the . 100-unlt development
through the Michigan State Housing Authori-
35-year, low-interest

\

That means Neuhfer's mother will pay
lower rents if she moaves nto Carri
Place Apartments, on the northeast comer
of Drake and Freedom roads,

Instead of the more than $600 monthly
reat, Neuhler's mother would pay $401 for a
one-bedroom apartment and $457 for a two-
pmbnh\ly until

‘THE PARTNENS hope to begln the pro-\
%
Income restrictions will apply to tenants.
MSHDA subsidics also will be avallable to
tenants who pay more Lhan 40 percent of

“We cannot arbitrarily ralse the rents,”
said Carrington partner Sam Yaker of Liber-

IN THE SIGNATURE BLDG.

formula, he sald,
laxes.

ngton

At the agreed 4

. alized value.

a 4-percent payment

financlng, Yaker said,
More than 4 percent would “be unfair,”

Yakersald. -\

Farmington-Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce executlve di-
rector. “They do seem to feel, aver-
all, it's too restriclive.”

THE FARMINGTON Hills City
Counctl agreed with merchants Mon-
day and denled 4-3 the proposed or-
dinance to ban banners in any land
use district. Mayor Jean Fox and
councll members Nancy Bates and
Aldo Vagnozzi oppased the denlal.

“We're getling to get pretty tacky
in some nelghborhoods,” Fox said, “1
certalnly wouldn't want to flaunt my
business in the face of community
standards, And I think this I8 begin.
ning to happen.”

Bates and Vagnozzi agreed that
the use of banner signs to advertise

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS Included
welcoming remarks from a member
of Cangress on the floor of the House
of Representatives and a govern-
ment relations forum featuring lob-
byists from various corporations and
public Interest groups.

For a brief moment, Jorrlsen met
with U.S. Sen, Donald Rlegle Jr,, D-
Mlch. Later, she was able to talk
with his aide, who explalned Senate

ures,

“We {lrmly belleve that by touch-
Ing one life, the Nationa! Young
Leaders Confcrence epriches thou-
sands more,” atated CYLC
ders Barbara Harris and
Rosst In a press release,

co-foun-
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COMEDY CLUB & RESTAURANT

34244

Groesbeck, Fraser
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RICH JEN!

MARCH 16 & 17

He has appeared as a regular on “Comedy Tonight,”
and "The Tonight Show*, and other cable and net-
work shows, and acted In “Ragtime” with James
Cagney, and “Only When I Laugh” with Marsha Masen.

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT FRIDAY & SATURDAY $10.00
FOR SHOW AND DINNER RESERVATIONS
CALL 792-1902

Preferred Seattag for Dianer Patrans

- FRIDAY - 8:30 & 10:30
SATURDAY - 8:3G & 10:30 - $10.00
SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS - AS LISTED

ty Construction, Southfleld.
Rent Increases will be based on an Income

ENACTED 5-2 Monday, the crdinance al-
lows the partners to make an annual pay-
ment to the city instead of paying property

The payment [n lleu of taxes is a pereent-
age of the development’s Income from the
low and moderate or “sheltered” rents,

pes

pariners’ 1990 payment to the city In lfeu of
properly taxcs would be $17,589,

Thal's compared to the $60,000 in proper-

ty taxes the pariners would have paid based

on the development's $1.2 million state equ-

N COUNCILMAN Aldo Vagnozl suggested
incregsing the payment in lieu of taxes. But
Is needed

exemption,
reent payment, the

Information,

for MSHDA

35 years?"

has become

The city's other property tax-cxempt sen-
for developments — Tapiola Apartments I
and IT on Elght Mile, between Gill and Halst.
ed — make a 4-pereent payment.

MAYOR Jean Fox and councilman Terry
Sever opposed the ordinance.,

“I'm not comfortable with the way this
has come about,” sald Fox, opposing the tax

The czemption wasn't requested before
construction, she sald.

Sever requested a postponement for more

*My concern Is the type of precedent this
will set for other senlor housing propertics
who are having difffculty,” Sever sald.

He suggested that the partners shoutd con-
tribuic In some way lo the community's scn-
for adult programs.

“Why not look for help from people who
are going to save a few bucks over the next

ower rent for senior citizens

But councilman Ben Marks disagreed,
“We've never sunk to blackjacking some-
one to get something.”

OTHER COUNCIL members rallled to the
prospect of having more low- and moderate-
income senior adult housing,

Councl) members Nancy Bates and Law-
rence Lichtman sald they don’t mind the
partners beneflting from the tax exemptlon,

“As far as [ know, this ls stlil a capltalistic
socicty. I don't have a problem with some-
one making a profit,” Bates safd,

“f think It makes little difference what
beneflt to he proprietors of Carrington
Place may be," Lichtm:

“Now it glves us the opportunity to pro-
vide much needed, low-cost senier housing in
the clty."

Concern about a “tax abatement” for
Carringlon Place Is “overstated,” Lichtman

an said,

“T think the effect on other taxpayers ls

inconsequentlal.”

“As you drive around the communl-
ty, there are some excesses,” Vag-
nozzl sald. .

Bul other council members
disagreed.

“It seems we're taking an anti-
buslness attitude,” Ben Marks sald.
“I don't think people in Farmington
Hllls have misused the sign ordi-
nance. I don't think we should be
throwing roadblocks in front of cur
people.”

Jonathan Grant sald he doesn't
mind the use of banners for grand
openlngs and sales, Some restric-
tions should apply. “But the ordi-
nance, as wrilten, is far too restric-
tive.” Grant suggested working with
the chamber of commerce to devel-

Student attends leadership confab

“Scholars return to thelr commun-
itics charged with the Ilfclong duty
of leadlng all Amertcans to beiter
understand their rights and responsi-
bilitles in this participatory democ-
racy,” they sald.

The CYLC was founded In 1985,
The nonprofit, non-partlsan educa-
tional organlzation is committed to

outh and

op more ¢q

VAGNOZZI SAID he was con-
cerned that if the ordinance was de-
nled, the Farmington Hills Planning
Commission, which proposed the
tough restrictions, will “drop It.”
Bales wanted plannlog commisslon.
ers to further review the ordlnance
with the business community.

“There's no rule that the planning
commisslon Is the only place from
which a proposed ordinance can em-
anate," councllman Lawrence Licht-
man sald.

‘Though she recclved no speclfic
direction, Soronen later sald she
would contact clty officials to offer
the chamber’s help In developlng a
better deflnitlon of slgns/banners

clarification

A story about the proposed Hag-
gerty Connector in the Monday,
March 12 Observer should have said
that the city of Farmington Hills
does not have a wetlands ordinance.

Hills rejects proposal to prohibit banner signs

and more speclfle provisions.

“In its broadest sense, it could In.
clude anything,” she sald of the de-
{feated ordinance,
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Party and reception to follow,
Spring is just around the corner|
Dalight in the smiles and beauty of
children as they show off the finast
spring has to offer, You'll see Easter
dresses and party clothas as well as
play and swim wear for boys and girls,
Follow this up with clowns, ballaon

anlmals and St. Paddy’s treats!
It all adds up to an afterncon of fun!

Jacobsons

Children’s Fashion Show

Saturday, March 17
11 a.m., Blrmingham

We walcoms Jacobson's Choy
Shop untit B pm. on Thuraday and Friday.

90, MasterCard? VISA® and Amerlcan Express® '
Until 6 pm. on Mondsy, Tuesday, Woednesday ond Saturday.
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