Fire training filmed
.as future teaching tool

A camera was din the

On-the-sceno reaction, 4A

HEY DIDN'T NEED lights,
but they had plenty of
cameras and actlon.

A day-long fire trainlng
exerclse at a vacant house on Ore-
hard Lake Road, south of 11 Mlle, In
Farmington Hills Monday was vi-
deotaped by a New York communi-
cations company.

The company hopes to use the
segment It fllmed of the Farming-
ton Hills Fire Department as part of
a serles of emergency training
tapes.

Producer Sklp Winitsky of Hellx
C

bucket on the end of this 85-
foot aerial tower, which of-
fered n sweeping view of the
fraining burn on Orchard
Lake Road,

sald the idea is to
produce the set of tapes, then sell a
service, through which the flrm will
transmit the tapes via satcllite, to
fire departments across the nation,
“I'm not sure when it wlll be re-

leased, or how it will be relcased,”
he said, "We'll have tralning in a lot
of subjects.”

FILMCRAFT VIDEOQ of Farm-
Ington Hills was hired to do the tap-
Ing, which was done both frum the
ground and a flre truck bucket.

The Hills segment wlll detall fire
apparatus placement at the scene of
a fire,

minutes long, after cditing.

Deputy Flre Chief Peter Baldwin
said the department was called the
previous week and asked to partici-
pate In the productlon.

A grateful Winitsky sald he was
pleased with the cooperation he
recelved.

“Something Itke this would be im-
possible to do In New York," he said,
“You'd never get this kind of coop-
eration.”

1t Is expected Lo be about five
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‘Au firetighters worked at the scene to set and extinguish fires in the house visible in the back-

+: vised cable TV show for tirefighters.

* groud, the operation was videotaped by a company hoping to use the tape in a natlonally tele-

‘Robbery up in Farmington,

{ By Cawey Hans
+ stotf writer
'

but other crimes decrease

Farmington crime

Major crime inched up 5.8 percent In the city of
Farmington in 1989, mostly because of Increased thefts
and larcenles.

But looking over nearly a decade of statisties, public
safety director Frank Lauhof{ sald he Is pleased with
the overall trend, which Includes decreases in other ma-
or areas.

“*Across the natlon, there's been an increase in serlous
crimes, That's not the case in the clty of Farmington,”
he said. “We have a lower crime rate, per caplta, than
we had in 1980."

«  The city logged 522 major crime In 1989,

+ compared with 829 In 1980 and a 10-year average shows
* 546 Incldents per year,

‘The city released its annual public safety report this
month, detalling actlvities of the comblned pollce and
{ire department for the year, and highlighting trends
and statlstics.

In additlen to crime numbers, the report shows the
+ department placing an emphasis on fire and medical
cmergency training, addition of computer aided
dispatch and other high tech treads, and continued at-
+ tentlon to llquor violations and iliegal drug actlvity.
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FROM 1988 to 1989, larceny incldents jumped from
4 383 t0 396, with the largest increase noted in thefts from
cars and other vehicles. Robberles also increascd last
year with elght incldents reported, compared with four.
Crimlnal sexual conduct cases, which can range from
rape to sexual touching, increased from two to three
Incldents,

But several areas of major crime also decreased, Ag-
gravated assaults, arson fires and burglarles were
down, A significant decrease of 39 percent showed In
the number of auto thefts, as has been the trend the past
several years, There were no murders, nor have there
been any In the city since 1981.

Lauhoff attributes the decrease In burglaries, some-
thing the city has seen over five years now, to residents
J getting Involved In their nefghborhoods.

“That has a direct correlation to the number of calls
we recelve from residents,” he sald. “That's one of the

Olfense 1988 1989 %
Murder 0
Criminal Sexual Conduct 2
Robbery 4
Aggravated Assault 9
Arson 2
Burglary 69 61 -1
Larceny 363 39 49
Auto Thett 3 20 -3
Total 493 522 458
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things we talk about — it's the blggest hurdle to cross
and blggest bene!lts from Neighborhood Watch."”

g the past year, activity among the publle safety
department was up, as well, Though juvenile arrests
have remained stable year-to-year, adult arrests In-
crease every year, up 153 in 1989 and more than double
from 1980, “The attentlon is there,” Lauhoff sald.
“Adult arrests reflect activity, The department and the
city is much more active.”

IN THE area of firefighting, also handled through the
public safety department, 1989 brought a decrease In
actual fires of ail types. The city handled 50 fires, com-
pared with 70 in 1988, Lauboff said.

But medical runs continue to increase annually.
Where the department logged 180 such calls in 1980, in
1989 they were respondlng to 500, Overall, non-criminal
calls for the department are up 44 percent over last
year, as well, keeplng officers busy. B

The year 198% also brought three deaths in the city
due to driving accldents to the city, in two unrelated
accidents that occurred within a 10-day perlod, One of
the accldents was alcoho! related, Lauholf added.

Fire Chiel Richard Marinucci directs his stand during the burn.
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to eastbound Grand River be proh!-
bited.

During the survey, MDOT found
that northbound Farmington Road is
Y.stacking up through several light
cycles during peak trafiic periods.

MDOT aiso found that during

. ]

vide two full southbound lanes, Cur-

rently, the southbound road s divid-
«d Into one and one-half lanes,

Tralflc studles indicated that dur-

ing an eight-bour peak period, 1,181

. vehicles on northbound Famrington

Road turned left on Grand River and

southbound - Farmington d be
prohibited, This will allow the inter-
scctlon to clear faster, allowlng
more northbound Farmington Road
vehicles to turn west on Grand Riv-
er, thereby reducing the stacking
problem,

QUATI NI ADGLL 4 TN DAY hatnan Wt bus 4= wpraseed

VISIT YOUR AUTHORIZED D _
 OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1:8007334:

ETROIT AREA B_gaw;

Ington Road, ,.-To provide additional gaps for ,.p0 As you protubly keiow,such dass Ak yeuta hands-on lesson witha lsg rare alterates dive is
ST . 'northbound Farmington .Road, e bong and ruther tinsaotme. Whidh Iseredensating 3-Se o . 710 Fof .
MDOT recammends that left turnd. ynon ends the restripi cn g and ruther tiwsome Whidh - pulse-eleviuting 3-Series test drive. wlikely o remaln relatively
4 recomm restripingol-  MDOT recommends that to free e yoard
from southbound Farminglon Road i bonsd F. cton Road 10 p w In Hon, Jedt & from is why wid Tike to tevommend a euler Stop by your ko dD&l}Vdc\kr MMM
Roa “




