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IE takes a real cop to drive a real cop car

.; The struggle with urban crime
(»seems to have a wearlng effect that
Jresults in a lot of strange scape-
2:goats, almost as if it's too diffieult to
'-bcllevc that a certain percentage of
‘your fellow man Is simply out to get
yau.
iy So we have had campaigns against
1svacant heuses as if they were siep-
-.ping out and molesting young girls; a
- mania with street lights, as if a cou-
ple of light bulbs act like garlic
against vamplres, And now comes
Stanley Brock and Charlotie St. Au-
bin, who think the real problem is a
-,IaLk of vperating squad cars in De-
Jtroit.
. Then agaln, Hrock and St. Aubin
~may be op to soinething

1T TURNS out that abweul 10 per-
ot of the city's squad cars we
down for repairs at any given e,
1'd guess that's about average,

suld Execulive Deputy Chlef Jamues
Bannon. Not to mention substantial
time  parked in local restaurant
parking lots.

A cop car is the most visible sym-
bal of pelice protection we have to-
day, a kind of surrogale badge and
horse for the town marshal. It's not
so surprising that a few departments
have tried parking empty squad cars
alongside busy highways and discov-
cred they are about as effective
deterring speeders as when they are
full

LEVEN A used cop car has a kind
ol charisma akin to collecting WWII
machine guns. A plain white Plym-
outh. black wall tres, parked in
front of the drug enforcement office,
with a "For Salv, $1,300" sign in the
window mkes you feel like you just
titnshed reading something by Ray-
mond Chandler.

A cop car Is a full-size American
sedan, with black wall tires and a V-
B engine. Period.

Some effete towns in Massachu-
setts tried buytng Saabs or semie-
thing once, which were taken as seri-
ously as 1f those towns were using
Volkswagens with Kiwanis gum ma-
chines on top.

I REMEMBER sitting through a
couple of council sessions in Farm-
ington where an effort to improve

According Lo department reports,
the average squad car sces about 75
miles 3 day In action — str
enough, not much smore than
mute from a fringe suburb to du
town, and considerably less than my
wife puts on dehvering Howers from
her shep.

~They spend a lot of time idling,”

marketplace

MultiGard/Audio Alert acquired
Alarm Systems lnL of Farmingtan
Hills,

Grossman & Associntes of South-
field will handle marketing, adver-
tising and public relaticns for the
aucus Club restaurant.

Key Multi Media Inc. opencd in
the Key Media Center, 6668 Orchard
Lake Read, Suite 200, Wesi Bloom-
fteld. The telephone number is 626-
2350 and the fax number is 626-2137.

Robert Davis Travel loc. of
Bloomfield Hills was bought by
Themas B. Torgerson. The agency's
new name and address is: Tergerson-
Davis Travel Inc., P.O. Box 70, 1533
N. Woodward Ave., Suite 1555,

Hills, The ted
number is 644-5700.

Puul W. Tryloff, former special
assistant attorncy general for the
state of Michigan, opened a law off-
ice 1441 E. Maple, Suite 307, Troy.
‘The telephone nunber Is 680-0550.

The Berline Group loc. received o
Merit Award Citation in the 17th An-
« nual Dandy Awards Competition
% The Dandy was reccived fo the ad,

=T . The Frosting,” creat.
. cd lor lhv Chevralet Deader Net-

VOPLEX Corp. and Bllcor Plas.
ties Ioc: have reached final agree-
»menl in forming a joint venture to be
+*called Hlllsd:nn Plasties

. Compnn Group Ltd. of Birming:
m was named one f the 100 Lead-
«ring Managcmcnl Consulting Flrms.
Ccmp.‘lss Group was also on the 1987
12100 Leading™ list.

Cook Mazdd in Farminglon Hills
as onc of 26 winners vut of 131
: who won a [lve-s

'1569 Maxzda Parts Guild Competi-
tlon. The competition is designed to
<Zimprove a dealership’s parts opera.

“tlen by challenging cach parts de-
«_partment 10 achieve high standards
"ol huslncss
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fuel efficiency was deterred by
arms-folded cops insisting  their
plywood first-atd Kits wouldn't fit in
a small car, apparently hoping the
council would think they had lost the
nalls and saw they used to built them
the flrst tie.

This sounded better in front of a
budget committee than the real
problem. the fact that a mini-car
Just isn't Intimidating enough. T fig-
ure cops take new cars out back and
start Kicking the o a livle and
use @ brick on the wire tnesh screen

No other bank in Michigan offers a
unique banking package like Michigan National’s

Lifetime Services.™ You get:
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between the seats, just so they won't
look like s kid in schoo) with a new
pair of Jeans.

AS FAR as I'm concerned, a real
cop car is stlll a Plymouth, like the
one driven by Jake and Ellwood In
“The Blues Brothers,” with a cop en-
gine, cop suspension and cop shock
absorbers,

Unfortunately, Chrysler aban-
dooed the is, und later torched
a short-lived effort to sell wimpy K-
car-based syuiad cars. Now Ford is
showitg a new Taurus police pack-
age. as it anybody is going to jump
out the back window of a erack
house when a car looking Bke an
overswffed jelly bean pulls up in
front.

Recently, T attended a demonstra-
tiun uf the new Caprice squad car
speetal, which at least has the basics
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— four doors, a chrome grille and »
big V-8, It was belng certified by te
testing specialists at the Michgay
State Pallee, which, it terns out. g
duce such & thurough report
nearly every police depariment 1w
the country reads it before buying
new cars.

IN ANY case, a handful of sther
wise nondescript autommtive jous
nalists poked around a bit, aud ani
nubody was looking. teok vt wivuind
the track. Hallway down (b huis
stratght, on came the blue lights el
by the end of the loop, most et 11
hang of parking crooked aginst (re
curbin a “au standing” zone

Getting out, it was tough t
the urge o push buck the su
with an index finge) and sax
a heap of trouble. boy. hui o 1
managed.
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