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Lafayette Quartet struggles with program

By Avigdor Zaromp
spocialwriter -

The number of competent atring
quartet groups I3 large and keeps
growing. This makes the competition
for top spots extremely fierce.

The Lafayette Stringe Quartet is
one of & few who are winning this
quest for the top. This group of four
young women has made tremendous

rogress since Its Inception few
years ago. It is quartet-ln-residence
at the Center for Creative Studles -
Instltiute for Music and Dance In De-
troit and at Oakland Un) y

N Avigdor
i Zaromp

Some of the dllemmas facing such
an asplriog chamber group were
manifested on that cccaslon, Among
the greatest challenges facing any
performing group Is the constant ex-

It
consists of violinists Ann Elllott.
Goldschmid and Sharon Stanls, viol-
ist Joanna Hood and celllst Pamela

program was pre-
sented at Orchestra Hall Thursday,

One-selection Mahler pr

hy Avlgdor Zaromp
speclal writer

. Itis sald that a Mahler sympbony
‘contains a complete universe, This
certalaly applies o the Seventh,
which was the single item on last
week’s Detroit Symphony Orchestra

program.

« One of my Bruckner barbs 1s that
Mahler's symphontes run longer, but
Bruckner’s scem longer. A Mabler
symphony takes the listener on a trip
through the universe, which Is a tall
order for & work that lasts only 80-
90 minutes.

! In terms of absolute length, there
may have been room for another
work on this program, which started
at 8:30 p.m. and ended before 10 p.m.

pansion of rep: The tradeoff Is
between a more secure,

Two of the works are scldom
heard. The one by the more estab-
lished composer — Quartet Op. 33
Ne. 1 In B minor by Haydn ~ proba-
bly has greater appeal to most lis-
:’cner‘s, ‘The other, the String Quartet

and repetitive repertoire on one
hand, and fresh but possibly flawed
selections on the other, This pro-
gram reflected the second side of the
cquation, :

A Mahler symphony
takes the listener on a
trip through the
univerge, which is a tall
order for a work that
lasts only 80-90
minutes.

with no intermisslon - making it
among the shortest in global dura-
tion, However, an entity that encom-
passes the unlverse leaves no room
for anything clise. Thus, the decislon
of Maestro Gunther Herblg to let
thls mammoth work stand by ltself

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Y Peter Schul-
torpe, Is a 1969 composition which is,
however, accessible to many due to
its moderate use of contemporary
techniques.

The most substantin) item was

Schubert’s famed Quintet in C Ma-
Jor. Cellist Pau) Katz, joined the
quartet for thls performance. Katz Is
the celllst of the Cleveland String
Quartet, scheduled to appear here
next week on the Chamber Muslc So-
clety series.

‘THE WORK by Schulthorpe con-
talns rhythmic patterns of rice-
pounding music from Ball In-
tertwined with mavements that are
tonal even by Western standards. It
offers some varlatlon from the stan-
dard repertolre which isn't too diffi-
cult to digest, even though It may not
be profound. In the quest for novelty
it was a reasonable cholce.

‘The yardstick of quality can be ap-
plicd only to the more traditional
works, however, The high quality of
Lafayeile music-making was pres-

ogram goe

ent in some portlons of these works,
but not always. Both the Haydn and
Schubert works were new [n the
group's repertoire — and this was
notlceable. The opening movement
of the Haydn quartet was performed
In the most elegant manncr, The {i-
nal Presto movement, however, was
too slow and cumbersome, with &
substantial loss of stylistic agility. A
comparison with final movements of
other Haydn warks with fast eigth
notes should polnt the way toward a
more authentle execution.

Schubert’s Qulntet Is formldable,
Considering that only a couple of
weeks were Invested in It, the results
were admirable. Espectally in the
slow movement, the ebbing themes
reflected artlstic and musical inspl-
ratlon.

left thelr imprint on the

review

was appropriate,

The unlverse contained in
Mahler's Seventh contains more than
a long series of complex orchestral
sounds. While many intrlcate combl-
natlons arc there, to be sure, there
are other segments which are eco-
nomical and compact in thelr intl-
mate detall. Thus, side by side with
the relnforced brass sectlon, Mahler
saw [it to Include the softer effects
of special Instruments such as a
mandolln and a gultar.

Herbig was In top form Saturday
night. HIs penetrating perception of
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this most intrlcate work guided this
performance through its darkest cpl-

cs. This refercnce s to the musl-
cal darkness of the “Night Music™
portlon of this work, not as a blemish
on the performance itself.

Much llke the effect of a total
cclipse — the diminlshing light, the
subsequent darkness and than the en-
couraging light — these [nner three

large audlence.

This isn't the effect an actual
eclipse has on a modern person
armed with the flc facts, but

In the faster movements, howev.
er, the lack of preparation was more
evident. This was especlally 30 In the
development sections of the flrst and
final movements, where the music
scemed to disappear oceaslonally in
a mustcal analogue of the Bermuda
Triangle, but fortunately managed
to emerge eventually at the other
end of the twilight zones. The cli-
mactic ending of the final mavment
Teft much to be deslred.

In time, the Lafayettc should be
able to strike a better balance be-
tween the old and proven and the
new and more risky. Thelr ablity to
master profound and challenging
works isn't in doubt. But, there
should always be some werk on a
given program in which they can put
thelr best effort forward.

S over big

brass, winds and strings fell Ity
place with impressive proportions,
astonlshing the audlence wlth the
splendor of this Ingencaus musical

the effect on the more subjective and
emotional mind. The Idyltle fourth
movement was a source of joy and
contentment, following the gloomy
and fatallstic effects of the previous
movements.
Emanuelle Bolsvert moved the audl-
ence with some polgnant passages.
The triumphat movement was cli-
mactic beyond Ils massive velune
— the attention to detall was never
substantially compromised. The
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Happlly, the trend of large atten-
dance continued this week, This way
quite distinct from past occaslons, in
which Mahler symphonles didn't
seem to have mass appeal. This per-
formance was followed by a long,
persistent applause with a standing
ovatlon - which were well deserved,
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Men, if you're
within one month of
your 18th birthday. |
it's time to register
with Selective Service.
It’s simple. Just go down to your local
post office, fill out a card and hand it
: to a postal clerk,

No, this [s not a draft. No one has
been drafted [n over 10 years. You're

- Just adding your name to a list In case
- there's a national emergency. So
. - register now.

Register.
It's Quick. It's Easy.
_ And it’s the Law.

Presented a3 a Public Service Announcement

3 “

~ Forecast:
a weekend
warming

Our $69* special rate is the spring
thaw you've been waiting for.

Remember a few months ago when that first snow fell, and
it looked so darn fresh and pretty? But that excitement only
lasted until the first time you found yourself scraping ice off
your windshield with a credit card, wishing you hadn’t tost
your gloves,

Well, we don't mean to be cruel, but spring is still a lecoong,
way off...and you need a break now!

So right now, for just 569* a night on Fridays and Saturdays
you can be surrounded by waterfalls and exotic trees at the new
Embassy Suites Hotel in'Livonia. Our special rate includes:

€ 2 room suite for the price of a single room
¢ Complimentary manager’s reception cach eveningt

¢ Cable TV, microwave and available mini-bar

Frida & Saturday

. it b S i v A T

¢ Complimentary covked-to-
And liere’s a travelers orcer breakfast

advisory: *$69 rate

able only at
¥ Suiles Hotel

in Livonia, Available
Fridays and Saluntays
wntil April 1, 1990, Per
toom, pur night, single or
double occupancy. Rate
does not include Taes or
gratuity. $Manager’s
reception subject o state
.\mdoc.ﬂ laws,

¢ 24 hour pool, whirlpool, sauna

4 Transportation to local

1

I

: and exercise room
1

: shopping centers
i

¢ Cascades restaurant and
Pahrumps nightclub

(313) 462-6000

EMBASSY

1-275 at
Seven Mile
Road in
Livonia,
At Victor
Corporate
I’arr)?

SUITES

HOTETL

FEWBURGH RD.

Detroit-Livonia E
or call 1-800-EMBASSY K
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