consumer mailbag

Based on the | g number

of requests for Information and
programs since fall, Concern De-
trolt. Inc. knows there Is a growing
awareness that reeycling Is belng
viewed as a positive alternative to
solid waste disposal,

The Michlgan legistature as a re-
sult of this growlng cencern Intro-
duced a number of recycllng bills
during the last session. The follow-
ing list of bills excerpted from Wa-
ter Impacts Newsletter outllnes
the bllls, For the curreat status of
these and other environmental leg-
istation, call or write your legista-
tor,

HOUSE BILLS;
Appropriatioos Commitiee:

Hi 4821 -- Amends Act 431 re.
quiring that state agency supplies,
materials and equipment be made
from recycled materials if there Is
a readily available source. The
minimum percentage of recycled
materials is 10 percent in 1989; 15
percent in 1990; and 20 percent In
1991 and beyond. The cost of the
recyeled malerials eannot exeeed
110 percent of the same item uslng
non-recycled matertals.

HB 4822 - Amends the Clean
Michigan Fund Act requiring the
DNR to create a program to asslst
municipalities and privategentlties
in identifylng lucation of sources
and source scparated materials
avatlable for conversion Into raw
materials or products.

HEB 4871 — Obliges the Depart-
ment of Commerce with DNR as-
sistance to assemble an interstate
task force to plan and develop
markets for certain recyclable ma-
terials that require interstate coop-
cration to generate and collect suf-
ficicnt matertals 10 assure econom-

i feasibility of a reeycling
enterprise.
Conservation, Recreatlon and

ovi-

ronment Commitice:

HB 1083 — Requires all packag-
ing materials that zre designed to
be discarded and are used by fast-
food restaurants to package indl-
vidual portions of prepared food
and drink sold in Mlchigan for dj-

be

SENATE BILLS:

5B 454 — Amends Act 106 mak-
ing It a misdemeanor for individu-
als who dispose, dump, or place ol
or other liquids that are detrimen-
tal to the public health, safety or
environment cn the ground or Into
Michlgan Jakes and streams.

SB 453 -- Amends the Clean
Michigan Fund Act requiring that
the Natural Resources Commission
conduct a series of waste stream
assessments In  representative
areas af the state. 1t also estab-
lishes grant programs in the fol-
lowing arcas: Resource recovery
education; solid waste transfer sta-
tlons; waste-ta-energy capital
grant program; wasie reductlon re-
search and demonstration capltal;
composting cperatlonal program;
houschold hazardous waste pro-
gram.

SB 288 — Establishes a slx-dol.
tar deposit ob purchases of lead
acid batteries, beginnlng January
1992, and convenes a joint Jegisia-
tive commiltee to study the safe
use, recycling optlons and disposal
of nickel cadmlum and mercury
batteries.

SB 440 — Gives a taxpayer pur-
chasing recyclable matcrial for the
purpose of converting the material
into new products or into material
used to produce new products, a
tax credit equal to 15 percent of
the amount the taxpayer spends to
purchase the recyclable materials
{rom a qualified recovery center,

To veice your opinion on any of
these or other blils belng consid-
ered in the legislature, call or write
your legislator. They welcome your
comments and suggestions,

rect p P en-
tirely of degradeable materlals.

HB 4067 — Amends Act 641
prohibiting whole tires from being
disposed of in landfllls.

The Ce Maitbag an-
swers your questions. Address
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, One Kennedy
Square, 4th Floor, Detroit, MI

County Bowl-a-Thon set

The Retired Senfor Volunteer Pro-
gram of Qakland County secks
bowlers and sponsors for the fourth
annual Bowl-a-Thon to be held 1:30
p.m., March 31 at the West Bloom-
gcld Lancs, 6800 Orchard Lake

oad.

Trophies wlll be awarded for the
high serles among girls, boys, wom-
en, men and teams. Prizes will be
awarded for the highest amount of

pledge money brought in as well as
the team that donales the most
pledges,

The cost is $4 for each game. Be-
sldes having shoes, bowlers must
ralse a minlmum of $12in pledges.

The Bowl-a-Thon Is a chie! fund-
raiser for RSVP, a program of the
Cathollc Social Services of Oakland
County. Addltional Informatlon on
RSVP Is avallable at 333-3716.
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(TIFFANY MARBLE

“If It Can Be Made in Marble, We Can Make It

— Westland Custom Marble
36222 Glenwood » Westland
(3 Btocks W. of Wuy(l)w Road)
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Nuthatch: A seasonal vis

This winter is the scason of the
red-breasted nuthatch. Many people
who feed blrds have told me that
they have had a new nuthalch at
their feeder. Most obscrvers are
quite famillar with the white-breast-
cd nuthatch, so they knew when a
new specles appears.

Both the white and red-breasted
nuthatches forage by going dawn a
tree trunk head first. Unlike wood-
peckers and creepers who alse go up
a tree, nuthatches view from a dif-
ferent perspective and flnd food
other birds missed.

They are similar in their calora-
tion too. A blue-gray back with btack
to dark gray on the top of their head
is a comon coloratlon to both, But
the red-breasted nuthatch is slightly
smaller, has a black line through th
eye separating white above and
law, and they have reddish under-
parts.

RED-BREASTED nuthatches typl-
cally nest in the northern part of the
state In coniferous forests of spruce,

Thursday, March 15. 1990 OSE
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plne and fir. Occasionally nests have
been found in the southern tier of
countles. They excavate a cavity ina
dead tree and smear pine resin
around the opening. It is belioved
that it keeps some predators from
entering the nest. Some experiments
have shown that snakes are deterred
by pine resin.

When a red-breasted nuthateh is
seen around the Detroit area It s
considered a good sighting because
the do not stay around this part of
the state. But there are years when
the cone production in the coniferous
forest Is low, which causes jrruptions
of this species in new arcas.

Most years reveal a few birds in
southeastern Mlchlgan, but some

years, like 1957, 1969, 1975 and 1989
Indicated o greater number than
usual. The 1989 Detroit Audubon So-
ciety's Christmas Blrd Count record-
ed the greatest number of red-
breasted nuthatches In its 45-year
history.

Regutar counts like this and those
sponsored by the federal govern-
ment help us (o monltor trends in
hird population en a broad scale. In
some cases, these same (rends can
be scen at your feeders.

Tim Nowicki is a naturalist at
Independence-Onks County Park
tn Qukland County. e lives in
Livonia,

Titk HOVHCK Aillustration
Both the white and red-
breasted nuthatche forage by
going down a tree trunk head
first.
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