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ailout

vate venture in danger of failing? Oaly in
unusual cases, we concluded after much
soul-searching.

* Inthat spirit, we're not bappy with how readily

the city approved a yearly tax break of more

| than two-thirds to help the ailing Carrington

P].lcc Apartments, which opened last August.
We're not Oppo; ed to helping business succeed.

I!ul llu~ deal raises a red (lag.

By cimber, just 29 of Carringlon’s 100 units,

i dmln. ed by covenant for senior housing, had

;s.been leased at market rents of $550 to $600,

The tax break will make Carrington home 1o

luw- and moderate-income senior adulls, who

* will pay shelter rents of $401-8457.

"' It clears the way for Carrington owners to
“seck a 35.year, low-interest mortgage through
‘sthe Michigan. State Housing Development Au-

I “Ihority and, in turn, drop rents for 1990 by $150-
$200. Therealter, rents will be sel by formula.
MHSDA will subsidize tenants whe pay more

Fethan 40 percent of income on shelter.

"ARRINGTON'S ANNUAL payment 1n lieu ot
taxes will be 4 percent of its net revenue from
shelter rents (rent receipts after utility costs).

This year's payout will be §17,589. Compare

‘that to a property tax of $61,000, based on a state

—tqualized value of $1.2 million!

The city's share of the $17,589 will be roughly
483,500 — which may not even cover the cost of
"' public services.

*“" Councilmen Larry Lichtman and Ben Marks

“Vdefended the tax break, saying it didn't matter

_how much Carrington benefits — the city owes

senior adults affordable housing.

*Let there be no mistake: Farmington Hills

oesn’t have enough senior housing. The waiting

at Detroit Baptist Manor, which will manage
ringlon, has 400 names for its 13 Mile cam-

TS A tough call
E Should Farmington Hills bail out a pri-

By
" pus.

But what bothers us most about the tax break
-+is that Carrington owners sought it al the 1ith
“heur — after they couldn't {ill the units at mar-
ket reats.

”: We'd be more understanding i the deal had

ve!
’I‘hc facis and {igures developed by the
3980 U.S. Census affect every community across
the entire nation, -
| + Political erresenLaHon, federal, state and re-
1 giunal lans, b and
imarketing projections, educational improvement
Iprograms and regional growth analyses all hinge
{on statistics the census generates,
But let’s hring it right to our doorsteps.
i Michigan is poised lo lose two Congressional
iseats if Detroit’s count goes below a million, as
\Dattait’s distrlels are expanded to take in the
suburbs, Mentioned as possible fosses Lo consoli-
—datton: 2nd District (Car! Pursell, R-Plymouth),
the 14th {Dennis Hertel, D-Detroit) and the 18th
{Williom Broumfield (R-Bir

i
H ETTING EACH of us counted as of April |
H adds up to more than just another sur-
!

)

1

i

i

Late tax break hoists red flag

Get counted

Census affects our communities

We're not opposed to helping
business succeed. But this deal
smacks of too much too late,

come at the start, not only after a stab for more
failed,

WE I)()N'T duubl the m(u;,rlt) of partaer Sam
Yaker, whe maintains that receipts and outflow
won't balunce until the fifth year of full occu-
paney at shelter rents,

He admits he expected “the market to be
something dnl‘fcrcnl than it turned out to be.” But
his integrity isn't the issue. Changing the tax
rules mid-game is.

Still, we don’t want Carringlon Place 1o fail.
1t's something worth saving. A tax break seems
the right tonic.

But we're not “'ready te stand up and cheer,”
as councilwoman Nancy Bates suggested.

We agree with councilmen Terry Sever and
Aldo Vagnozzi, who suggested a higher annual
paytnent as a good-faith gesture. That could
shove rents back up, however.

Sever was on the right track in asking Yaker to
do more for the city's seniors in exchange for the
hefty break in taxes.

Unfortunately, any swch commitment isn't
binding on MSHDA financing. Regardless, we
trust Yaker fulfills his pledge to do something
more to support local seniors.

BLUNTLY PUT, the tax break opened a Paa-

i’s box. Tt invites every other senior housing
project that runs short of cash (o come begging
at the council tuble.

Like it or not, the city and Yaker unwittingly
have put Farmington Hills into a no-win posture,

A futore “yes” on a similar request could be
considered yel another taxpayer subsidy of pri-
vitle enterp A fature *no” comld uncork
charges of favoritism toward Carrington.

Keep in mind the similar payment in lieu of
taxes that Tapiola Village Apartments 1 and 11
enjoy camie helore construction,

The city erred in not telling Carrington before
graund broken, “Ask for relief now: don't
expect a bailout later.”

lomeless — relate to each of us answering the

the person heading all of this is one of
us. Barbara Everitt Bryant, appointed as direc-
tor of the U.S. Bureau of the Census in December
by President Bush, lived and raised her children
in Qakland County from 1956-78, before moving
to Ann Arber and commuting 1o Detroit.

WE ARE IMPRESSED that for the first time

she has sent enumeralors to the streets and

ildi 1o count the h 1 She

has formulated eclaborate plans lo reach the
many non-English speaking immigrants,

Most of our households will receive the short
{14-question) form. One of slx will receive the
long (59-question) form. By law any identifiable
personal and houschold information collected is

Dollars for the problems that know no subur-
ﬂan borders — drug education and rehabilitation.
| hcallh nwlstance‘ food and shelter for the

-'t

-
.SHAME ON YOU, Oakland County Board of

Commissioners, for not endorsing the new
Oaktand Ccumy Center for Open Housing.
7 Two weeks ago, you (ailed to pass a
rcsoluuon endorsing the center, a non-profit
-agency hoping to promote ntegrated housing
L ihroughout Oakland County..

"‘-You maintained you lacked information, de-
,L‘pite these facls:

b

@ Your' General Government C

ﬁ@unw board

Do the right thing; endorse center

Answer the census. "It counts for more than

you think ™

Shame on the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners for not
endorsing the new Oakland
County Center for Open Housing,
a profit agency hoping to
promole integrated houalng
throughout Oakland County.

qc'arq: presentation {rom the center’s directors
d recommended endorsement.
: P,’{ \Stories on the center have appeared in vari-
newwp pers.
@ The cddirectors of the center attended
r- maeklng,vgpmscnled Information and an-
swered your questions,
Since the Generg! Government Committee had
already endorsed the group, you looked for an.
other avenue — and found it. You sent it to the

practice — to translate rhetoric into action.

1t has been endorsed by Birmingham, South.
fleld, Farmlngton Hills, Beverly Hills, Lathrup
Village and Royal Oak.

It has received a year's financing from the city
of Southficld and the Southticld Board of Educa-
tion.

Cunter directors Barbara Talley of Southfield
and Ann Wettlavfer of Birmingham need the en-

Public Services C i for re-
view.

On March 13, that- commilicc adopted a reso-
lution cndorslng the principle of fair housing, but
refused o stand up for the center itself.

That's like practicing for n boxing match and
then being afraid to go into the rlng. - >

“THE CENTER s there to turn theory into,

dor to go afler from
private foundations and to know which commun-
Ities stand for affirmative action.

So far, each community (hey have gone to has
come through. The county hasn't.

The resolution comes back before the full
board of commissioners at today's meeting.

You have one niore opportunity to do the right
thing. Do the right thing.

Local campaign trail
begins to take

A PEEK ahead to Election '90 in
Farmlngton and Farmington Hills:

© U.S.House

Only a political bombshell would
unseat U.S. Rep. BHI Broomficld, R-
Blrmingham.

The ranking chubllcan on the

shape

Bui besides forcing Farmington

House Foreign
the 61~yv:ar»cld tawmaker hasn't lost
a congresslonal race fn 30 ycars.

His dlstrict is a GOP stronghold.
He steamrolled over Democrat Gary
Kohut of Troy in the past two elec-
tions, drawing more than 70 percent
of the vote.

Kohut no doubt wlll run again, In
1986, he told me he'll run thl Broom-
fleld retives, if not to score a major
upset then to build name recognltion.

That'll put hlm a leg up, he flg-
ures, when Broomfield — interest-
Ingly a descendent of one of Oakland
County's ploneers, Joshua Taylor of
Rochester — finally tires of the
WashIngton merry-go-round.

Meanwhile, Walter Briggs 1V, a
Birmingham Democrat and part of
an old-llne Detroit family, is off and
running.

And he plans to sprint the dls-
tance, hopefu] of raising the $500,000
he thinks he'll need to beat Broom-
tleld.

Nelther Kohut nor Briggs, both
business professionals in their 30s,
would concede anything to Broom-
field In a head-to-head battle —
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which at least should make for a
lively fall.
@ Stale Senate

In a somewhat startling develop.
ment, state Sen. Jack Faxon's uppo-
nent could be either of two Farming-
ton Hllls councilmen, Ben Marks or
Terry Sever.

Both are testing the polltical wa-
ters and their fund-raising savvy be-
fore taking on the veteran senalor,

Faxon, a Farmington Hills Demo-
crat, Is no stranger around Lansing,
The Senate has been his second home
for 20 years, And his glft {or gab and
gulfaws |s legendary,

But neither Marks nor Sever has
ever been called bashful or intro-
verted. So there'd be no shorlage of
campaign chatter in a squarcoff be-
tween Faxon and clther councilman.

Meanwhlle, a primary showdown
between Sever and Marks could
prove divislve enough Lo assure vie-
tery for Faxon,

@ State House

Wl John Dolan run again? The
le’glmm Farms Democrat hasn't
said.

Hils Jan Dolan, who is
no relation, to scramble because of
the mane similarity, he didn't put ug
muth of a fight in 1988.

A freshtman lawmaker, Jan would
face more of a fight if challenged in
the primary, glven the largely Re
publican makeup of her district.

® County Commission

Incombents Donn Wolf, R-Farin
ington Hills, David Moffitt, R-Farm.
ington Hills, and Lilllan Jufte Ouks.
[-Seuthfield, will be in the driver's
seat if they choose Lo Tun again

It takes a near-act of God to oust
incumbent county catnmissioners.

® District Court

No one is rushing ‘to run against
Gov, James Blanchard appalntee
Fred Harris, who replaced the retir.
ing Mike Hand on the 47th District
Court bench In Farmington.

Sitting judges also are tough to
beat — one reason Hand, on Harris'
campalgn cominittee, probubly
stepped aside last year. This wity,
Harris 18 an lncumnbent.

We'll know mare about these com:
tests on D-Day, May 15, That's wi
1990 candidates for federal, st
county and Judicial offices must fite
nominating petitlons declaring lhv:lr .
candidacy.

Bob .Sklur is editor ufHu' huuh
ington Observers ! b4

Latin a key
to success

To the editor;

It was with great nostalgia that I
cenjoyed the recent column regarding
Dr. Edith Kovach and the subjeet of
Latln {(March 15), as I am a graduate
of Boston Latin School as are several
other judges and altorneys, ctc. that
reslde in this area,

The Boston Latin Scheol Is the old-
est high school in America, having
been founded [n 1635 and clatming
among its graduates seven signers of
the Declaration of Independence.

Promlnent names that come to my
mind quickly among the graduates
are: Benjamln Franklin, Cotton
Mather, Theodore White, Joscph
Kennedy Sr., Leanard Bernsteln and
many, many other persens of promi-
nence in American history, past and
present.

Latin, of course, 13 a major re-
quirement and “Caesar In hither
Gaul” is the password to success.
Entrance and graduation require-
ments are very rigld and only the
most perseverant su 3

T am relired but pursuing o new
carcer as an autemotive arbitrator
and was a reeent unsuccess{ul candl-
date for the Farmington Hills City
Council.

Herbert P, Liner,
Farmington Hills
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Take note of
Earth Day

To the edltor:

On April 22, resldents of Michigan,
other stales and nations around the
globe wil) observe the 20th annlver-
sary of Earth Day.

In Michlgan, Gov. Blanchard has
asked the Council on Environmental
Quality to provide an information
clearinghouse on local and statewide
Earth Day observances (o enabte clt-
izens to participate more readily in
these events,

CEQ will release a Stale of the
Environment report that will ana-
lyze Michigan’s efforts lo improve
chvironmental quality since the flrst
Earth Day and make recommienda-
tions on how to provide the cleancst,
hun!.lhlest environment by the year

CEQ encourages your readers to
write us at the Michigan Council on
Eavironmental Quality, Department
of Public Health, P.O. Box 30185,
Lansing, Mich. 48909 to obtain facts
about how they can contribute di-
rectly to Improved environmental
quality in thelr household or commu-
nlty through cnergy and water con-
seration and recycling.

Elitabeth Harrly, chalr,

Councll on Environmeatal Quality

State of Mlchigan

Story wés :
beautiful

To the editor:

1 wish to express my appreciatiun
for the beautiful stery (March 5) yol
wrote on Jim and Donna Faulkacr,
loster parents with the St. Vincl'lll
and Sarah Fisher Center.

As with many of the people whu
have the capaclty for total giving
the Faulkners have long gone unre:
cognized.

It Is so rewarding for us to see
them galn recognitlon through their
award as Foster Parents of the Yeat
by the Michigan Federatlon of Prl.
vate Child and Family Agencies.
They are surely a blessing to out
agency, and to the chitdren for whony
they have provided a loving humu
and l‘nmlly

1t seems to be more difficult loday
(o recruil foster parents due to the
necessily of two Incomes for many
famltles, .

We must surely value these who
make the decislon to lake these chil.
dren into their homes and providd
them with love and care until a time
when they may be rennllul wilh
their natural family.

Mary Larabell, uecnuvz dlr!clur
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