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Postal officials stump
for stamp-hike support

By Wayno Poal
staft wrltor

Even though the prlee would risc a
nickel, U.S. Postal Service officlals
are calllng thelr proposed. 30-cent
first class stamp a bargaln.

“I know people will compluln. but
they should reallze this Is helplng
make for a better, more cfficlent
mail system," senior asslstant post
master general David Charters sald
Tuesday, during a visit to the Detroit
area.

Awate the proposed 30-cent stamp
is unpopular with many consumers,
postal offlcials are hitting the road
to explain why they belleve the in-
creasc is necessary.

Charters’ metro arca appearance
included an Interview at the Observ-
er & Eccentrle, a luncheon meeting
with 23 large scale mallers including
the Big Three automotive compn
nics. }-Iichlgnn Bell and K mart

Corp.

“WHAT WE'RE telling people is
this isa't belng done randomly,”
Charters satd. “We do have a plan
that witl improve mall service for
everybody.”

The first step, ke added, Is balane-
Ing the postal service ledger.

Even though the postal service
budget has produced a $404 milllon
surplus thus far this year — and end-
ed 1989 with a $61 milllon surplus —
rising operating costs are expected
to produce a deflelt of $1.4-31.6 bil-
lion by December, Charters said.

Rate increases are expeeted to In-
crease post office revenue 19 per-
cent, exceeding the combtned infla.
tion rate for the past three years.
The proposed rates are expected to
keep post office operating costs be-
low the rate of fnflatlon through
1995 — at least delaying one future
Increase.

The postal service generally rais-

‘Even at 30 cenis, postage is one of
America’s best buys, but only if we are
providing good service.’

-— Anthony Frank
U.S. Postmaster General

es s rates cvery lhree years,
Charters sald. The last increase was
in 1988. If approved, new rates
would take place in February 1991,
Rates are subject to approval by
the Postal Rate Commisslon, an in-
dependent agency cstablished by

Congress,

ln addition to balancing its books,
the postal service has commissioncd
an independent study to delermine
how long it takes to deliver mail,

“Even at 30 cents, posiage is onc
of America’s best buys, but unly It
we are providing good service,” U.S,
Postmaster General Anthony Frank
sald, announcing the rate increase

oposal.

Discount plans for buslnesses are
expected to help keep mall flowing
rapldly, postal officlals sald,

At mnny modernized post offlces,

the main n De-

class volume, according to Frank —~
wlll be shifted from overnight to see-
ond-day delivery.

Desplte postal service efforts, op-
poslunu to the increase cxists.

“I'd say most of our consumers
would be upset with an Increase,”
said John Colello, owner of the Livo-
nla franchise for Mail Boxes Etc.
USA. The private flrm, which also
has outlets in Canton, Westland and
Farminglen Hills, provides many
services commonly conducted in
post offlces — including sciling
stamps and providing postal boxes,

Private flrms can help case the
natlon's postal burden, Cotello said.

“There was a time when the post
offlce looked at us as the enemy,” he
said. “But now lhey see how we can
work together.”

Metro area post offices deliver a

troit and Royal Oak, mail is un( to
optical charter rendcr machines that
add nine digit bar codes for rapid
sorting, then sent to bar code sorting
machines for final sorting.

“We're telling businesses there are
things they can do — like pre-sorting
and pre-coding — (o keep costs
down,” Charters said,

By dolng the work themselves, he
added, businesses are also freeing
postal workers to process more
mail. Businesses could see thelr
postal rates foll as low as 25 cents
per item, Charters added.

1n addltion, some first class mail
- roughly & percent of the total first

10.6 million pteces of mail
a day, or more than 3.2 bittlon pleces
a year, according to post office
statistics. More than 4.4 million peo-
ple llve in the metro reglon, includ-
Ing Wayne, Gakland, Macomb, Wash-
tenaw, Monroe, St. Clair and por-
tions of Livingston and Lapeer
counties.

Rate increases are also sought for
second, third and fourth class mail,
Increases are also sought for all spe-
clalty services, including special de-
Ilvery malt, post cards and post off-
lee boxes.

First class accounts for roughly
onc-half of all mall shipped in the
U.5., Charters said.

What makes an Irish poet tick?

What makes an Irlsh poet tick?
Especlally one who ls a Nobel Prize
winner and whem many crities con-
sider to be the greatest poet of his
time.

Neal Shine, Detroit Free Press co-
lumnist and QU professar of journal-
ism, will bring to life the creative
character and works of William But-
ler Yeats (1865-1939) In Oakland
Unlversity’s flnal Enlgmn of Genlus
lecture for the season on Friday,
March 29.

Presented 7-9 pam. at Meadow
Brook Hall, the lecture series s cos-
ponsored by Oakland's Divislon of

Continuing Education and the Col-
lege of Ats and Sclences.

Because seating for the Yeats lee-
ture Is llmited, advance registration
Is recommended. To register, call
370-3120, between 8 am, and § pm.
weckdays,

Born ln Dublin, Iretand, Yeats led
the Irlsh Literary Rcvlvnl a move-
ment of the late 18008 and carly
1900s (hat stimulated new apprecia-
tion of traditional Irish literature. In
1898, Yeats helped to establlsh the
Irish Literary Theatre, which in 1904
became the renowned Abbey Theate.

1n 1923, Yeats was awarded the
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Nobel Prize for literature. HIs most
important works were published in
Collected Plays (1952) and The Po-
ems: A New Edltion (1984).

Shine, retired senfor managing ed-
itor of the Delrolt Free Press, has
captured many journallsm awards.

The Enlgma of Genlus lecture pro-
gram, deslgned to renew Lhe liberal
arts tradition of learning for one's
own pleasure and edlfication, con-

slstently has drawn high enroliment
throughout It premler year. The pro-
gram will return for encore lectures

in the fall.
m=n ﬁ

wacr | e

P255/50VR14
P205/55VA18
P225/50VR16
P245/50VR18
P235/50VR18

EAGLE VR
‘GATORBACK”

MDNDAY THRU FHIDAY 7:30 - 7:00 PM; SATURDAY B AM - 4 PM
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BIRMINGHAM
835 Haynoa At Hunter
647-3370
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ST. CLAIR SHORES ]
31080 Hnrgor. 18Ik S, 0013 |

30% OFF

LN DA
PELIAL

DONNKENNY RELA([‘L‘Q”(\J‘O‘ORDINATFS
i 1. REG, S1%-635

MW 126019604 canennnn

.30% OFF

EN’I‘IRE S’I‘OCK REGULAR-PRICED SEPARATE
BLOUSES FOR SSES PE Fl TES, 'WOMEN
e 30% OFF

DOES NOT INCLUDE COORDINATES, TR.\I!I 10 CLAIBORNE
OR HETTER SEPARATES, REG, $18$40), NOW I2 MKKU 30

MISSES' BAY CLUB COLLECT

OV A SPECIAL GROUP

:;I[;‘L\is"\:f.\(.} OFF RH-UI .\R I'RI Mararane 0% Orr
SPRING DRESS COLLEC’ r_lo
D A T N e 30% OFF

ENTIRE STOCK KOMAR & LORRAINE
SLEEPWEAR & ROBES REG. $26-560. NOW 18.20.542.
ENTIRC STOCK LORRAINE DAYWEAR

TCOATS, SLIPS AND PANT
ULH L(llIIL'I'lU\ NH‘ BS0-S16, NOW '1.9"

ENTIRE STOCK OF S TERL[NG SILVER
FASHION JEWELRY ¢ JUTH IACK, MOR
IN HETTER FASHION JEWELRY. REG, NOW 8.99.37.80
ENTIRE STOCK REGULAR-PRICED LADIES'
NSr!,leu(;s%C.\{s)‘\\R l"l/'lll; %}nmmmm o [UPTPTOTON 30% OFF
EANJA FABRIC HANDBAG COLLLC TION

EXTURED (1
RS, ST NN SRS TSP PPN 30% OFF
..9.99

.. 30% OFF

.30% OFF

...30% OFF

LADIES’ ARIS ISOTONER | SLIPPLRS

A Sl'l'('l:\l, PURCIIASE. VALUES OF $24 AND 525

WORDFINDER DICTIONARYITHESAURUS
Tl!l‘. WORD \\l/\Kl)b FROM SELECTRUNICS. TW{
LECTION, REC. 69.99-99.99, NOW 48,99 69.9‘1

ENTIRE STOCK LADIES' CAN\_/AS SHOES 0

INCLUDES RETSS: GRASSHOIPERS, SIORE, REG. $27510, SOV 19.50-528. -+ --......3 0% OFF
ENTIRE STOCK REGULAR-PRICE CONNIE,

NINA & 9 WEST SHOES sec. sis72, sow 22.305040........30% OFF

ENTIRE STOCK HUSH PUPPIES SHOES
R MEN AND W DRESS AND CASUAL SHOES.

ME 'Il(!l'\ AT W1 ORN, MACOMI, Il\'l)\lx\ IAM}ID]— UNIVERSAL
AND FARMINGTON. REG. $34:575, NOW 23.80-53,2

ENTIRD STQCK HAGGAR NOVA SEPARATES

IRTCOATS, NOW' §63, BELT-LOOP PANTS, REG,
.\‘\l) l'“’,\hl)() MATIC PANTS, REC, $36, NOW 25.20.. ... 30% OFF

ENTIRE STOCK RBGULAR PRICDD MEN'S KNIT
SPORTSHIRTS s AP S ..............30% OFF

CROSS C"HK :\\I) MORE. REG. Shﬂlr \ l\\ l2

ENTIRE STOCK LORD JEFF SWEATERS w.....30% OFF

100% COTTON IN SOLIDS, STRIPES, TEXTURES, REG. $48-876, NOW' 33.60-53.

ENTIRE STOCK YOUNG MEN’S PERMIT

30% OFF

.30% OFF

SHIRTS somumy s wemarss asopusrs, - 30% 6FF
ENTIRE STOCK FARAH DRESS SEPARATES

FOR BOYS, 8 20 REG. $20-352, NOW $34.38.40, . vvevvuovnsene A.A..A30% OFF
ENTIRE STOCK BOYS’ 4-20 LEVI'S DEN[M 0,
GREVWASH, BLACKWASH, MORE. REG. $19-546, NOW 13.30-02.20. cc00nvavvrees 30 A) OFF

ENTIRE STOCK GIRLS’ 4-14 DENIM

VESTS, SKINTS, SHORTS AND PANTS. REC. $16862, NOW 11.2043.40 .+ +vecever o 30%0 OFF

- ENTIRE STOCK KIDS’ BUSTER BROWN

INFANTS,” TODDLERS,' GIRLS' - 14, BOYS' 4.7, REG, $5-$25, NOW 6.30.19.60. ¢ 0000 . O‘y OFF

ENTIRE STOCK CHAIR PADS & FLOOR CUSH]ONS

LL STURES EXCEI'T NEW CENTER, HIRMINGIAM, A OFF
FARHINGNW HILLS, lebT\VFL\l"’ OR FLINT. REG, 599999, NOW 4,19-6.99... .. il

PRIVIDUSLY FURCHATED MEACHANDISE WILL NOT GUALIFY FOR ADJUSTMINTS BURING OUR LABT.3-0AYS
SPECIALE PROMOTION, 1ast3-Days Speclals, Fri., Sal. & Sun., Mareh 23, 24 & 25, only. Sclectlons vary hy llm,

TOME TO QUALITY, VALUE & SERVICE ¢
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