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Real puppets — not llve ones — were used in bolh the stage and screen version of “The Sound of Music.” But because ihere is no dancing in the show, and there s a lot of dance
Tonia Rex, Mary

talent in Mercy High School, 8 puppet dance was chorcographed into the musical. The puppet dancers from left are Jill J

Gormiey, Rence Lossia and Kelly Meagher.

“The Sound of Music’ [iil8
staged at Mercy High

sic when teens from 19 sur-

roundlng communlties Join
to perform in the musleal that was
the last colinbaration between Rich-
ard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer-
steln,

Showtime for Mercy High School's
productlon of “The Sound of Music"
is al 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
March 30-31, and at 3 p.m. Saturday,
Aprll 1, in the school on the corner of
11 Mite and Middlebelt.

All seats are reserved. Tickels are
$5, or $4 for senlors and students,
Advance tickets are avallable from
Vinczle Mlsura, 356-7562,

“The Sound of Muslc” opened on
Broadway In November 1959 and
for 1,443 per
This year marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the equally popular movie
version, co-starring Julle Androws
and Christopher Plummer, which

‘was released in 1965,

The musical is based on the true
te story of the von Trapp famlly
slngers and has so captured the
hearts of American audlences that
between 300 and 400 professional
and amateur productlons appear an-
nuzlly throughout the U.S,

Set fn Salzburg, Austria, In 1938,
the show tells the story of Maria
Ranler, a free-spirited postulant who
must decide between the rellgious
life and her love for Captaln von
Trapp.

ARMINGTON HILLS will be
alive with the sound of mu-

When the Nazis invade Austrla,
the famlly is forced to flee thelr
homeland and the escape ls planned
around a coneert appearance where
the famlly von Trapp are competing
for vocal honars.

A sub-plot of teenage romance ls
provided by von Trapp's cldest
daughter Leis! and Rolf Gruber, a
young Austrian who becomes a Nazl.

JEFF DUNCAN, a resident of
Berkley whose credlts include 16
performances of “The Sound of Mu-
sic” with Michlgan Opera Theatre in
the role of Fricdrich, takes the role
of Captain von Trapp.

Marla s piayed by Novl resident
Leslie Erln Gaiser, who has amassed
a host of awards for her vocal tals
ents Including The Award for Musl-
cal Excellence given by Farmington
Musicale.

Sherry Law, a resident of Orchard
Lake, takes the role of Countess Elsa
Schraeder and doubles as student
choreographer,

Rebecea Bonnell of Bloomfield
Hills takes the role of Leisl von
Trapp, Tamara Johnson of Farming-
ton Hills portrays the Mother Ab-
bess.

Nick Tomastn, who plays Rolf
Gruber, and John Hutchlson, who
plays Max Detweller, are bath stu-
dents at North Farmington High
School.

Young lovers Nick Tomasin and Rebecca Bonn&ll sing “Slx-
teen Golng on Seventoon.” .
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Patrick Camplon, who takes -the
vole of Fricdrich ven Trapp, and
John Mlchael Wildern, who plays hls
brother Kurt, arc both students at
Beahan Junjor High School.

Marta and Gret! von Trapp are
played by Tricla Rblew and Katle
Denris, both resldenis of Farming-
ton Hllls, Brigltta von Trapp Is por-
trayed by Natasha Marin of Sterling
Helghts, and Lousla von Trapp by
Valencia Davls of Inkster.

PRODUCER, director and chore-
ographer for the show [s Roberta
Camplon, an alumna of Mercy and
University of Detroit who has been
aclive In dance and theatre since she
was a child,

“The Sound of Music” is the sev-
enth productien she has worked on
for Mercy. She has also been the cho-
reographer for the Mercyaires, the
school's show choir group. She chore-
ographs for spring concerts, teaches
dance and performs with Los
Flamencos Dance Theatre.

Vocal and orchestra director for
the show Is Larry Teevens, head of
Mercy's music department for 29
years, He initlated and dircets The
Mercyalres, who give about 80 per-
formances a year, many for the eld-
crly and disabled,

Technlcal director for the show is
Ronald SlH, chalrman of Mercy's
drama department since 1873,

Production manager is Vinczle
Misura, a retired pharmacist who Is
voluntcering her servlces in this ca-
pacity for the fifth year, Student di-
rector s Jennifer Ahern, & South-
{leld resident.

The seore for the musical includes
“Sound of Musle,” “Do-Re-Mi," “So
Long, Farewell,” “Climb Every
Mountain,” “Lonely Goatherd,” and
the emotlonnl “Edelwelss” which
symbolizes love for Austria,
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Captaln von Tra played by Jeft Duncan of Marin, who play three of the von Trapp chil-
Bonloy. sings “E%pe'lwias" for his family. At left  dren, ‘nnd Les!le Erin Gaiser, who portrays Ma- - =
is Patrick Camplon, Katle Dennis and Natasha ria von Trapp. -

Tho singing nuna in the Nonnb
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