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As sure as nlght turns to day and
winter becomes spring, North Farm-
Ington Is always among the state's
top gymnastles teams.

The Ralders, who were fifth last
year, stepped up to fourth place in
this year's statewlde competition
Friday at Saglnaw Valley State Uni-
versity, North was 11th two years
ago and second the previous year.

“It's consistent,”" coach Jeff Dwy-
er said, “When you start beating the
Hollands, the Troys, the Cantons,
you've done a good job. Our goal was
to get In the top flve, and we're hap-
py with where we were.”

Midland Dow, the No. l-ranked
team most of the year, captured the
tcam with a 139.70

All-Area
» -

swimming
Jason Barringer oi Farming-
ton Hills Harrison, compet-
ing in the 200-yard individu-
al medley {above) during &
meet carlier this year and
looking for his time after the
race (right), received an at-
large berth on the Al-Ob-
server boys swim team,
Barringer was ninth in the
breast stroke at the Class B
meet carlier this month,
North Farmington and Red-
ford Catholic Central are
well represented on this
year's honor squad, which
can be found on Page 6D.
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Stingrays continue reign

Along with the Irish, the Farmington Hllls Stingray
swimmers' eyes were smiling on St. Patrick's Day
weckend.

g three days of at the US, Swim-
ming 13-and-up short-course champlonships In East
Lansing, the Stingrays captured another state title Sun-
day night.

The Stingrays, who compiled 1,108% polnts in Michi-
gan State University's McCaffree Pool, overcame &
two-day deffcit of more than 60 polnts, to edge the rivat
Qakland Live Y'ers, who finished with 1,107 points,

“I was (hrilled for our swimmers, but at the same
tIme a bit sad,” Stingrays coach Peter Leonbardt sald.
“Qur kids swam great all weekend and really came
through on Sunday night.

“But OLY's swimmers swam great, too. I feel for
them. I guess the luck of those green shamrocks we
were wearing rubbed off, A 1%-point dlfference! 1 have
never seen a meet this large so close,”

MORE THAN 500 of the state's best swimmers from
more than 40 teams competed In the statewlde meet.

The close victory for the Stingrays was In sharp con-
trast to previous Stingray long-course (50-meter pool)
and short-course {25 yards) consecutive state titles dat.
Ing back to 1987, .

Leonhardt was undecided In alngling out any group er
indlvidual swimmer who made the dlfference for the
S

tingrays. .

“It was a total team victory,” he said. “Our 45 boys
and girls — most of whom also swim for over 15 arca
high zchools — ean belter appreclate the value of plac.
ing 12th In a race to score one polat, flrst for 16 points
or just cheering thelr teammates on.”

Beglinning with Sunday’s events, the Live Yers were
ahead of the Stingrays 954 to B98%. The turnaround
started with the 200-yard backstroke and 100 freestyle
races,

‘But the Stingrays got a boost In the girls 200 butter-
fly, placing 1-2-4-5-7 for 57 polnts to OLY's single sixth
place for nine polnts.

FITTINGLY, It was in the same pool that Mark Spity,
the gold-medal winner In the 1972 Olymplcs who s at-
tempting a comeback for the 1982 Games, set 100 and
200 Eutluﬂy pool records, also In 1972, The records still
stand, . o
The boys butterfly eventa concluded the evening's ln-

dividua) ovents with the Singrays clinging to a 3%-

polnt edgo, 982% to 579 with fourrelpystogo. -

" Tho Live Yers took tha.lend agaln in the first mh{,
‘J the glrls 13-14 40?, '@elr A and B (eams scorcd ;hl o

the Stingrays scored with their A relay only. Teams are
allowed to enter up to two teams per relay event.

The Stingray boys 400 {reestyle relay recovered 12
polnts by outplacing OLY's sole entry.

The meet was left to be decided by each team’s older
swimmers, all of whom have had many years of experl-
ence swimming at crunch time. Each team had A and B
relays In the final races, the 400 freestyle,

The Stingray A girls set the pace, swimming a quick,
3:38.99 to notch firat place and 32 polnts, The Stingray B
team was third for 24 points, OLY's glrls met the chal-
lexiafs, taking second and fourth for a combined 48
points,

THE SCORE [ollowing nearly 30 hours of racing and
with one race remalning was the Stingrays 1,068%, the
Live Y'ers 1,086,

Leonhardt huddled briefly with nssistants Jeff Coo-
per, Steve Matheny and Lauria Hubbard,

“'We chose our fastest elght freestylers, told them to
pull out all the stops and go for broke,” Leonhardt said.

Live Yers coach Scott Teeters llkewise set his guns to
claim the victory. His B relay swam earller In the day
in 3:20.02, good enough for an eventual sixth place, To
win, his A team had to outplace the Stingray A squad

while the Stingray B team needed to fall well below

3;20,

All cyes were set upon the vace starter. His gun
sounded at 9:30 p.m., and victory for one of these teams
was three minutes away.

The Stingray A took second for 28 polnts with a fast
tme of 3:24.88. The Live Y'ers wero a shade behind In
third place, and the Stingray B bent but did not fade,
swimming 3:20.32, good enough for soventh place. The
placings gave the Stingrays 40 palnts, the Live ¥'ers 43,

THE RESULTS were quickly tabulated and an-
nounced to the news-hungry crowd: Stingrays first, OLY
second. The cheers subsided as fast as they rose, howev-
¢r, a3 theso totals did not include the final relay, |

‘Tho final numl came seconds later: Stingrays
1,108%, the Live Y'ers 1,107,

The victory earned Leonhardt and Cooper a tradition-

al pool bath as both were tossed In by thelr young .

swimmers. .
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The flrst diviston included
Muskegon Mona Shores (137.75),
Western Lakes Activitles Associa.
tion chompion Plymouth Salem
(137.60), North (137.00), Plymouth
Canton (136.90) and Holland {136.80).

THE SECOND tier consisied of
Freeland (133.75), Troy and Fraser
{133.30), Holt (132.70), Ann Arbor Pi-
oncer (128.80) and defending state
champlon Rockford (123.45).

“Dow was uncatchable at this
meet,” Dwyer sald. “It was the
toughest meet I've been to as far as
the number of teams capable of con-
tending for the state title. We fin-
ished behlnd some good tcams, and
we flnished ahead of some good
teams."

The Rajders were led by junlor
Heather Kahn, who was runner-up to
state champlon Kim Mtller of Salem
in the all-around, and senlor Kym
Heller, who finlshed her career win-

Kym Heller
co-champion on vault

Kahn, who scored 36.00 In the all-
around Friday, also qualified for the
finals Saturday on every event but
the balance beam.

“She's been so dang conslstent,”
Dwyer sald. “She beat Kristie Kelly
of Freeland and the all-arounders
from Dow. She did really well, con-
sldering the pressure of the meet.”

Heller, who scored 35.60 In the all-
around and placed sixth, also had 2
great meet, according to Dwyer.,

AS A SENIOR, she was subse-
quently selected for the four-person
Michigan team that will compete
against the top gymnasts from other
states later this spring in Nebraska.
Kelly, Dow's Tracce Lewis and Ann
Arbor Pioneer’s Tammy Crocker
also are on the elite squad.

“That's quite an honor,” Dwyer
said. "I was a great way to go out.”

Junlor Kristln Szutarski and soph-
omore J. lah Gater

_gymnastics

tal. Szutarskl was 33rd In the all-
around (33.00) and Gater J7th
(32.40).

“'They get overshadowed by Heller
and Kahn," Dwyer sald, “but, with-
out them posting scores In the mid to
high 8s, the team wouldn't have been
what it was,

“Those four individuals carried us
through the season, and there was al-
ways a lot of pressure on each of
them to scare.”

Heller scored 9.5 on vault Friday
to rank first going into Saturday's
second half of the individual compe-
tition, She flnished with a two-day
total of 18.35 to share top honars
with Keily.

“SHE LEARNED the trick last
year but had a lot of difficulty with
it the last few weeks,” Dwyer said.
“Elther her rotation was uff, or her
landing wasn’t what & should have

.

“But she worked real hard on it
and it paid off. I was glad to see it
after all the hard work she put in.

“She did a one-and-a-balf twisting
hand spring, and [ didn't see anyone
else doing that at this meet,” he add-
ed.

Kahn finished fifth on vauit (18.65)
and seventh on bars {17.05), and she
tied for elghth place on floor (18.05).

“She trled a more difficult (bars)
routine on Saturday, and I have (o
give her credit for that,” Dwyer said.
“The kids are so drained after Fri-
day, and 1 was glad to see her try it.”

ning an
on vault.

the other scares in North's team to-

Ploase turn to Page 2,

« ALLOY WHEELS
» CARPET MATS
« NOSE MASKS

SUNSIHINE HONDA
The Happyface Place®

« AIR CONDITIONING
» STEREOQ SYSTEMS
» PROTECTION PACKAGES

BUY ANY NEW IN-STOCK HONDA

AND GET

ALL DEALER INSTALLED ACCESSORIES

sve 1000°S on

+ SPOILERS

« SKI RACKS, LUGGAGE RACKS
+ SECURITY SYSTEMS
- C/D PLAYERS

HURRY!! SALE ENDS 3/311!!

Prior Sales Excluded

* EQUALIZERS
* FOG LIGHTS

We're In business to make you smile
'~ Open Saturday 10-3!1

1205 Ann Arbor Rd. - 453-3600




