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“OU women eye
national crown

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

Getting this far brings with it a
multitude of problems — emotional,
‘physlcnl strategle,

perhaps the most Important
»lhlng for Qakland Unlversity’s wom-
.en’s basketball team to remember is
;perspective. Keep the hoopla that
'accompanies a trip to Los Angeles to
play in the NCAA Division II Final
‘Four where it deserves to be — as
.secondary stuff, after the games.
.Don't. get beat because you dida't
-give [t your best shot.
i “We're golng to control (the
.!cnms perspective) bs a coaching
\stall as best we can," sald OU's Bob
“l‘nylcr "We can't think of this as &
‘Joyride, We can look back on it after-
‘wards and reflect.
t+ "“The thing we're unt there to do
Tirst s play Bentley.'
i Which [s what khc Lady Ploneers
‘are scheduled to do at 6 p.m. (2 p.m.
trolt Uime) Friday. Host-team Cal-
fornla State Palytechnic Institute-

'ornona battles defendlng NCAA 1T
‘champion Delta State {of Cleveland,
I];ll_u) at 8 p.m. (Pacific Tlme) Fri-

ny.

WINNERS MEET for the NCM un
title at 8 p.m, (PT) Saturday, Losers
play a consolatlon contest at 8 pm.
(PT) Saturday.

QU advanced to the Final Four
with a determined 88-61 victory over
Central Missour! State Friday in
Warrensburg, Mo, Senlor center
Debble Delle provided the spark,
pouring in a game-high 28 polnts,
grabbing 13 rebounds and blocking
Iour shots, as OU improved to 27-4
and reached the NCAA II semls for
the first time since 1982.

The Lady Ploncers' flrst-round

{oes, Bentley College (of Waltham,
Mass.), Is 30-3 (with 22 wins I a row)
after a 74-69 homecourt trlumph
over Bellarmine (Ind.) Saturday, Cal
Poly-Pomona improved to 28-3 with
a 67-64 win at home over North Da-
kota Saturday, while Delta rocked
Lock Haven (Pa) 90-59 Saturday,
upplng ts record to 30-1.
« I QU the longshot? Considering
‘the Lady Ploneers are the only one
-of the four teams that wasn't in the
\NCAA 11 semiflnals last year and
sthat they have the worst record and
Jowest ranking (18th in the flnal poll)
ln the field, well, probably.

;. BUT THERE are certaln factors
{favoring OU. Like Its road record:
The Lady Ploncers were the only
fcam to win its quarterflnal game on
the road.

J Then there's the Delie factor, She
has the highest scorlng average
among those In the Final Four,
pumplng In 224 points per game

NCAA DIVISION It
f " WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
*" FINAL FOUR TOURNAMENT

Friday's semitinals; Qakland Unk
vorslty va, Bentloy Colloge (Waltham,
Mass.), 6 p.an. (9 p.m. Detroit tima};
Caifornla State Polytechnic-Pomona
vs. Delta State (Cloveland, Miss), 8
p.m. (11 p,m. Deirolt time) .

Saturday’s games: Consolation fi-
nal, 6 p.m. (3 p.m. Dotroil time);
Champlonship. 8 p.m. (11 p.m, De-
trolt timo} .

Whero: All gamos at Cal Poly-Po-
mona.

Records: OU s 27-4 and was
ranked 1Bth in tho final NCAA I poll;
Bentioy is 30-3 and waa ranked hith;
Cal Poly-Pomona is 28-3 ond wos
ranked second; and Della Stato ts 30-
1 and rankad No. 1.

Last yoar's NCAA It champlonship:
Della State defeated Cal Poty-Pomo-
na 88-58 n! Delta to win Its tirst-aver
championship In women's basketball,
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while maklng 63.7 percent of her
shots; her 9.5 rebounds per game ties
her with Pomona's Niki Bracken as
the tourney's best. Delle’s been even
more effective in NCAA 11 play, av-
craging 31.3 polnts and 113 re-
bounds in (hree wins.

And finally, them’s O.h‘c longshot

Pioneers make foe regret boast

SK AROUND for reasons why
Oakland  Unlversity
dumped Central Missouri
State in Friday's NCAA

Division I1 quarterfinal game and
you'd end up with a wide varlcty of
opinlons, ranging from statistical
{OU's shooting was far more accu-
rate) to strategic (the Lody
Pioncers played better defensc),
Donl overlook this one, though:

factor, Not just their sta-
tus, which should work in the Lady
Plonecers' favor, but actual long
shots, None of (he other semlfinalists
has attempted half as many three-
polnters as OU. Delta State has hit a
better percentage (36,7 to OU's 34.6),
but the Lady Statesmen have at-
tempted only 87 three-polnters all
season. OU has tricd 439.

One thing 1s certain: QU wlll have
to be clicking on all eylinders to win
a championship. Taylor wasn't even
thinking about that, however; he was
focusing only on Bentiey,

“THEY'RE VERY patieat," he
said of Bentley, “They Iike to run a
[ast break, but I its not there they'll
pull ft out.”

What concerned Taylor about the
Falcons was “their depth. And the
Bellarmine coach (Chnrlie Just) told
me thelr man-to-man pressure was
the best he's scen all year."

Injurics could be a problem for
Bentley, Starting senlor guard Lisa
Gagnon (10.3 points per game) broke
her left hand two weeks ago, but the
right-handed shooter st played 22
minutes against Bellarmine. Sopho-
more forward Cathy Sterner (8.6
polnts, 6,4 rebounds), however, in-
Jured a knee and Is out, Sterner was
the Falcons' top reserve.

Leading Bentley's balanced attack
are 6-foot-1 senlor center Stacy
Pahl, 60 junfor forward Cheryl
Boettger and $-9 sophomore guard-
forward Tracle Seymour. Pahl aver-
ages 12,5 polnls (54.3 percent floor
shooting) and 4,6 rebounds; Boettger,
12.3 polnts (62.2 percent} and 6.7
boards; and Seymour 11.2 points and
5.2 rebounds,

“1 think we're going to have to
shoot well,” sald Taylor, still con-
cerned over OU's O-for-11 three-
point shooting against Central Miss-
ourl, “And we're golng to have to de-
fensive rebound better than we did
against Central Missourl.”

FRIDAY'S OTHER zemifinal plts
the top-ranked teams in the NCAA IT
agalnst one anather. Pomona lost to
Della State 88-58 in last year's flnal,
but that was played at Delta,

Pomona, winners of its last 21
games, has three national titles and
three second-place finlshes (o fts
credlt. The Broneos are led by their
6-2 senjor {orward, Bracken (19
points, 9.5 rebounds) and 6-t senlor
center Marclne Edmonds (13.6
polnts, 6.2 boards).

Delta has been dominating this
season, outscoring opponents by an
average of 86.5 palnts to 60.3 and ou-
treboundlng them 48.5 to 32.6. The
Lady Statesmen have 26 straight
victories, thanks to the play of 6-0
senior forward Crystal Hardy (1.5
polnts, 7.3 boards), 6-0 senlor center
Pam Lockelt {15.1, 8.8} and 6-0 sen-
for forward Anita Roblnson (13.0,

1),

For the Lady Ploncers, it all boils
down to a very simple realization:
They are the Inexperienced new-
comers, the underdogs. Staying
focused on the slmple, immediate
goals will be pivotal. And hitting
thelr perimeter shots would help,
too.

OU's deter to win.

Which is not (o say the Jennics
are ot winners. Problem was, they
expected to win, And that is a dan-
gerous attitude — as any coach
should know,

Apparently, CMS's Jon Pye
didn't realize It. Accordlng (o sev-
eral sources, the Jennles' coach
and some of his staff members
openly and brashly predicted dur-
ing the week preceding the OU
game that winning the quarterfinal
would allow them to host the Final
Four,

As OU coach Bob Taylor, onc of
the witnesses to the boast, put It,
"It was like putting the cart before
the horse. I think we kind of caught
thern looking ahead.”

UNDERSTAND, WORD travels
fast In Warrensburg, population
13,807. This was onc tiny town, no
more than a rest stop for truckers
traveling between St Louls and
Kansas City, surrounded and Isolat-
ed by farmland.

How small? Heck, there’s only
one McDonald's!

What wasn’t small, however, was
the Jennles’ {ollowing, Not too sur-
prising, 1 suppose; after all, they
and their male basketball counter-

" C.l.
Rlsak

parts (called the Mules, naturally)
are the only shows in town, Kansas
Clty Is the closest metropolls, 100
mlles west,

So CMS teams are treated first-
rate. "They're catered to and
pampered, with every marquee
around llsting game times and
datu along with best-of-luck wish-

T!acn there's thelr arena — not
gym, mind you, hut arena, Most of
the town could {it into it; there's
room for 8,500. That's bigger than
most Mid-Amerlcan Conference
arcnas. The scoreboard was elabo-
rate, too; not the kind that hangs on
the wall, but from the roof, NBA-
style.

AND YET, as good as their faclt-
Ity looked, and as good as thelr
record was {29-2 coming into the
game, Including 19-straight wins at
kome), and as favorable as 2l) fac-
tors scemed to be, the Jennles
weren't up to the task of beatlng
ou.

The Lady Pioncers did not play
well. But after a shaky, nervous
stari, they knew what had to be
dane, and they dld It. They focused
on the game and their opponent,
not thelr environment and situation

— or the future.

1t takes leadership to accomplish
this. The Lady Ploneers have it,
and It radlates from an inspiration-
al source: senlor point guard Dawn
Lchty.

Lichty ls from the lead-by-exam-
ple school. No one could do it bet-
ter, Her accomplishments leave
OU coach Bob Taylor choking with
emotion.

“It's unbellevable what she's
doing," Taylor sald after the quar-
terfinal win. *1 get tears when I
think about it. I don’t think people
reallze what she's doing.

“She's playlng wlithout an anteri-
or cruclate {(after a knee injury).
For a forward or center It might
not be so bad. But as a point guard,
she has to cut a lot and that is a
real strajn.”

Lichty, a Troy natlve and Zion
Christian HS grad, has not just
dealt with the Injury, which she
suffered in pre-season workouts,
She Is not just getting by. She has
cexeellud, particularly since OU lost
starting polnt guard Ann Serra,
also to an torn anterlor cruclate
knee injury.

TAYLOR WAS worrled when
Serra went down, They had others

who could play the point, but none
with Serra's ability (she was among
the NCAA Il leaders In assists).
And Lichty's status after her injury
was still in doubt, even though she
had been playlng most of the sca-
son.

Lichty put Taylor's worries lo
reat. OU hardly lost a beat with her
playing polnt. She doesn’t
Serra’s abliity at handling nnd

passing the ball — few guards [n
lhe NCAA II do — but she retained
her  defenslve prowess (twice
named to the all-Great Lakes In-
tercollegiate Athletle Conference
all-defense team) and added more
scorlng at the position.

Indeed, Lichty turned [n a superb
regional performance but was
overshadowed by teammates Deb-
ble Delle and Jennlfer Golen, the
co-MVPs. Llchty proved just as
valuable. She connected on all sev-
cn of her floor shots in the two wins
— and four of them were (hree-
polnters, She also dished out 25 as-
slsts, 17 In one game,

In the lournament, Lichty is av-
eraging 10,3 points (on 72.7 percent
{loar shooting), 10.7 assists and 2.0
steals a game.

And yet, don't mistake Lichty for
a lruc point guard, Her 13 turn-
overs in tournament play indicate
she would be better suited to off-
guard,

But her ability to Ignore her inju-
ry, dismissing it with a shrug, show
she has tralts Imperative for a
championshlp team ~ a determl-
natlon to win and to discegard all
other factors. Hopefully, her deslre
will prove Infectious among the
Lady Pioneers.
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