County

By Pal Murphy .
stafl wrlter

Oakland County should establish a
fund (o enable communltes to bor-
row money for redevelopment and
jstave off urban blight, according to
the chairman of the Democratic
aucus of the Board of Commlssica-
)03,

The county should also

Dems suggest fund for urban blight

The QObserver & Eccentric News-
papers asked for advanced coples of
both addresses Lo serve as the basis
of news stories. Democraty complied

. ‘We've been doing this

with the request, Murphy declined. (giving a Democratic
point of view) on and
PERNICK, WHO has been a com- off for years. We don’t
missloner since 1969, is the senlor expect the course of
De .
. mocrat on the board. government to
Hesald p 8 the D di /i h.

the Road Commlssion, the Drain
ICommisslon and Department of
Pubtic Weorks to climinate dupllea-
ten and address Qakland's worsen-
ng traffic congestlon, commissloner
Lawrence R. Pernick, D-Southfleld,
jwas 1o say In an address today be.
fore the Qukland County Board of
Comumissioners,

Pernick's recommendations were
expected to be part of the Democrat-
¢ “State of the County” message —.,
designed to outline Democratie
priorities for county government.

The Democratic message comes™
pxactly one month after County Ex-
gcutive Danlel T. Murphy, a Republl-
gan, presented his annval State of
he County address.
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off civil

Sy Pat Murphy
stoff writer

Cladming she can no longer be to-
:ally impartial because of “an
inwarranted attack' on her integrle
.y, Oakland Circult Judge Jesslca R,
Jooper Wednesday voluntarily re-
nuved herself from a case Involving
:he faw firm of an attorney she Is
ating.

But not before denying a demand
that she disqualify herself and
-hastising the plaintiff and his law-
7er fur attempting to “embarrass
und harass” the court by calling her
rumantic involvement to the atten- -
ion of the Michlgan Judlclal Tenure

The chastized lawyer was not al-
owed to speak in court. He later told
feporters, however, Cooper’s con-
Puct — Wednesday in court as well
> her previous handling of the case
- were a “egregtous” vlolatlon of
aw and court rules.

“She violates ethical canons” by
pot disclosing her involvement with
he lawyer and his flrm, and then de-
ics our motion that she disqualify
erself, sald Ronald J. Prebenda.
“Then she makes herself out to be
he good guy by voluntarily stepping
hside,” Prebenda said in a telephone
fnterview, “She should have done
hat in the first place.”

AT ISSUE is Cooper’s handling of
Ihe sult fited by Karl G. Blomqulst,
hn englneer, who last year claimed
lflmcurp Automotive Systems Inc.,
bt Troy, wrongly digmnissed him af-
'er another englneer gave sensitive
nformation developed by General
Motors to an engineer working for
he Ford Motor Co, Both the plaintiff
ind his attorney are from the Farm-
ngton arca.
Cooper: dismissed the case, but
sithout dlscloslng she was dating
Huart Sinai, o member of the flrm
H Schiussel, Lifton, Simon, Rands,
saivin & Jackler of Southficld that
s defending (he aulo compotents
Fompany.
Blomqulst is appealing Cooper’s
llismissal. But last December he
Jomplalned to the Michigan Judleial
ftenure Conmission, which has disci-
\lnary jurisdiction over state judg-

Blomquist also complained Cooper
Fiid not discluse she retalned the firm
n 1988 to represent her in a securi-
jes matter,

Blomquist sald Cooper should
ave disclosed her involvement with
Binal, a member of the defeadant’s
aw (lrm, so another judge could be
hssigned to the case,

Not disclosing that involvement
lanipered his chances of gelling an
hmpartial hearing, Blomqulst:com.
Lajned.

COOPER WAS obviously angry
4hen she addressed the suit in her
crowded courtroom. '

She sald there Is no jaw or canon

‘She violates ethical,
canons by not
disclosing her
involvement, then
makes herself out to
be the good guy by

perspective on the role of county
gavernment is one of the ways his
party, eutnumbered 20 to 7, can play
a constructive role in government.

“We've been dolng this (glving a
Democratic polnt of view) on and off
for years,” said Pernlck. “We don't
expect the course of government to
drastlcally change because of our
message.

“But we do see some of our good
Ideas taking root and eventually

,, coming to frultion,” he safd.

Commissioner Roy Rewold, a Re-
publican ang chalrman of the board
of commissloners, said he, as party
spokesperson, i3 not likely to respond
to the Democratic message. "1 prob-

udge
erself

case

The plaintiff and his
lawyer attempted to
“embarrass and
harass” the court by
calling her romantic
involvement to the
attention of the
Michigan Judicial
Tenure Commission.

— Jessica R. Cooper

Oakland circuit judge

Y g
because of our
message.’
— Cominussioner
Lawrence Pernick
D-Southfield

ably won't even respond after I've
had tlme to revlew it," he sald.

Pernick's 12-page state of the
county address covered a wide range
of topics, including:

® Trash, or solid waste. The
county must continue long-range

of ethics agalnst a judge dating an
attorney.

Nor is there, she sald, any apinton
or requirement that a judge disquall-
{y an eatire law firm because he or
she dated a member of that firm.

Cooper dld not deny dating Sinal,
48. But *, . . this judge states she is
not marricd to; does not cohabitate
with; is not engaged to and does not
have any financial relationshlp with
any member” of Sinal's law firm,
Cooyper gaid,

Cooper previously declined to talk
with reporters about the complalnt
against her before the tenure com-
mission. But coples of her opinlon -~
which referred to Blomyulst's com-
plalnt — were made avallable to the
press immedlately following her
comments in court.

While Cooper was angry, Preben-
da was almost livid,

He stormed out of the courtroom
and, as reporters approached, said
bhe was too busy to respond, but could
be reached later at his office.

“Judge Cooper Is wrong and she
knowa it," he said. Any judge Is obll-
galed to avold even the appearance
of improprlety.

SHE 1S LOOKING at this from a
very narrow perspective, Prebenda
sald, “from Lhe narrow perspective
of a judge.”

She shoutd look at it from the per-
spective of my client, he continued.
“He goes to court seeking a falr
tiearing. And the judge has a rela-
tlonship with the flrm defendlng the
company be ls suing.”

Prebenda sald while Cooper was
dating Sinal, she atiended partics
and professional functions also at-
tended by members of his firm.

Thus while having a romantic link
with Sinal, the judge had the oppor-
tunity to develop a soclal relation-
ship with his eow:rkerl in the law

ly stepping t -
aside, She ehould have
done that in the first
place.’. !
- Ronald J. Preben
‘Fannungion Hills attorney
g e - =

. court costs, P

firm, F a sal

On one occasion, Cooper was the
sole judge at a seminar for Sinal's
law firm, Prebenda sald.

The motion to disqualily came be-

fore Cooper because the law firn

* fol
clalmed the judge made a clerlcal

cerror in assessing his cll;::t $1,000in
da sa =

planning for a county-owned landfill,
he sald,

Thls could be the most controver-
sia) part of the Democrats® message
because it again raises the possibili
ty of Qakland owning at least onc
landfill as part of its $470 million
solid waste program.

Ihurscay, March 22, 1880 O&E
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Orlginal ptans — devised over
ncarly two decades — called for up
to $200 million for a landfill. But
that was abandoned in the face of
strenuous protests from communi-
ttes considered as possiblc locations
for the Jand!lll.

Plans currently call for recyeling,
tncineration and landfilling on a con-
teact basls at private landfills that
exist, but must be expanded.

Pernick said Qakland should con-
tinue to uxplore existing plans for a
county-owned landfill.

® Roads. Democrats advocate
comblning the road cummission,
drain commission und the depart-
ment of public works te elimlnate
duptication and to promote efficien-
cy — even though such a consolida-
ton would require cnabling state
legislation.

PERNICK AND fellow Democrats
have been critical of the road com-
mission, particularly because of
what they conslder to be a lack of
accountability on road and highway
constructlon and maintenance.

Even so, the Democrats’ message
calls for the board to provide more
county funds. ““The county's {(annual)
contributlon for roads should In-
crease {from $1 milllon) to $2 mil-
lion or even $3 milllon,” Pernick
sald.

® A county redevelopment fund,
called the “Build for Tomorrow”
fund,

The county would use its bonding
power to raise and unspeclfied
amount of money to lend communi-
ties — especlally Ferndale, Qak
Park and other southern clties — to
help fight urban blight.

A similar system [s used to
finance water and sewer construc-
tion, sald Pernick.

o Taxes.

Pernick said the average Oakland
homeowner may be paying $300 or
more per year In “hidden” property
taxes.

That hldden tax could be reduced,
he zaid, If the county reduces mil-
lage rates proportionally when prop-
erty taxes Increase more than the
rate of inflation.
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