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L.ow voltage lamps shed new light on yards

T

Tier lights are one of the
most popular forms of low-
voltage lighting designs,

The front walkway of Jim and Sylvia Skelton's Wesiland home is ill

by I Itag

some homeowners usc it for decoration while others use it for security.

By Doup Funkeo
sialt writer

Look for low vollage outdoor
lightlng systems to start sprouting in

as

rises, days lengthen and we spend
:nure time outslde working and play-
ng.

Low-veoltage lights, flxtures 12 to
18 inches above ground level, are
owered by a transformer pluxgnd
rnlo a standard wall outlet. It can be
actlvated by switch, timer or photo-
eleetric cell.

Falrly Inexpensive, a set of 10
plastlc lamps with 100 fcet of cable
and a transformer with a timer can
be purchased for $80.

They have both a decoratlve and
safcty function.

Jim and Sylvla Skelton recently
bullt a house in Westland. Sylvia was
tmmedlately attracted to low volt-
age outdoor lighting alter getting a
look at the system of her mother-in-
law’s nelghbor,

“I WANTED it for decoratlon and

when 1 saw how dark it (sidewalk)
was, I wanted it for safety, too,” she
sald, "I think they're very attrac-
tve.”

The Skeltons, still landscaping,
have positioned llghts to

The d

“It (system) lights the sldewalk when
you walk around, My porch is built
so someone could hide underneath,
so we put a light under there.”
Different kinds of flxtures throw
dlfferent patterns of light. One man-

several trees and plan to add more
along a pond and stream in thelr
yard,

William and Loulse Scherer of
Redford, owners of an older house on
a corner lot, were concerned about

safety.
“It’s a dark corner,” Willlam said.

MUST group works to smooth
over construction union image

By Gould Frawloy
stotf wrlter

Southeast Michlgan unfon workers
someday will get an equal chance at
construction fobs, someday,
bullding nwners and developers
won't need to worry about unneces-
sary work stoppages and jurisdie-
flonal disputes,

« Someday is still not today,

t Management and Unlons Serving
'l'ogclhcr (MUST), a coalitlon of un-
fonized contractors in Wayne, Oak-
fand and Macomb counties and
building  trades managers, was
formed in December 1988 to remove
the impression that southeast Michi-
gan has a bad business and labor cli-
mate with over-priced unlon work.

This is oot golng to happen over-
night or over the course of several
months, accordlng to Thomas Miner,
MUST executive director,

“These things we're talking about
took years to create,” Miner said.

The relationship between werker
and manager constantly ks evolving,
but It is =til} largely an adversarial
one, Miner sald. Working together —
the ultimate goal of MUST ~— is
made more gml:ult by (kls antago-

nlsm. -

"I'm hopeful that as we go down
the linc we won't have owners with
preconcelved notions about unlon
work and wilt

regulation and the ground work was
expected to take at least that long.

“'We knew it was golng to take at
lenst 15 Lo 18 months before we'd be
able to sce concrete results,” he said,
The winter construction period and
the cconomy slowdown may make
determining the results even more
difficult.

“Reallstically, not enough hi
been done to tell If we've succeed
{in any way),” Miner sald,

The fact that MUST exists is proof
of good intentions and having the
two sldes communicating ls prog-
ress, though concrete solutions and
accomplishments are not as casy to
Identify, he said,

“It's really too carly to be talking
about victorles. We'd like to get rid
of the adversarinl relatlonship be-
tween union contractors and owners
— to get rid of strikes,” he said. I
mean, there will always be strikes
involving contract negotiations, but
to get rid of unnecessary strikes.”

The manggement/labor relations
ship has improved over the years,
Glowsk! belleves, and (hat should
help dispel the lmpmlon that

GLOWSKI SAID the builders and
unions wil contribute additional
funding this year to ensure MUST's
continued existence. "I would say
somewhere In the neighborhood as
lst year, about $70,000,"

“I really don't think the relation-
ship was that bad to begln with"
Glowsk! sald, adding the adversarinl
relationship was more perception
than reality.

Pe{ccptions. however, can have an

effect.

“T'd Jike to drive down the street
and polnt at every construction job
and be able (o say that’s 100 percent
unlon, but that wasn’t the case.

At one time, unlon workers were
involved In every construction job,
but In recent years that hasa't been
the case, Glowskl sald. Glowskl said
he couldn’t quantlfy the percentage
of work that was going to non-unjon
workers, but {t was enough to realize
there was a problem,

M board members meet
monthly and regularly Invite owners
to come In and d thelr prob-
lems with unlonized labor, Miner
sald. “How can we fix something if

r
business and labor cllmnle & oo
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have a fair shot at jobs, That would
be MUST'§. greatest accomplish.
ment,” he §akd,
mlymond Glowsk!, Detrait Build-
Ing Trades Councll sccrelary-treas.
urer and c(rchalr of MUST, aaid he's
pleased with the progress of MUST
lhus far, but’ ndded lhm hasn't been
agreatg dud bf movement.

“TllE WHOLE potnt behind this is
selllng unionism, and lo an extent
we've dono that,” Glowski sald,

Regular meetings with bullders

and communication between the two
sides has Improved buflder percep-
tion of ‘union-labar, It's difficult to
gauge the elfects of that communl-
catlon, Glowskl sald, especlally in
the! !yplcnlly llnw winter building
monthsse'y,
“But Just' {hn uct ‘that wa're talke
ing, letting our hair down and letting
cach other know whal's bothering us
is a good sign."”

Littlo was done during the {lrat six
months of T's exlstence,”
Glowaki sald, but that was {0 be ex-
pected. “Setting upsthe rules and
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of West Bloomfield
Final Phase

Homes avatlable far immediate occupancy
#184,990 and up

1-6 pm dally; closed Thursday

offers a Mall-
bu lne that includes tier light, flood-
light, mushreom light, globe light
and well light.

A TYPICAL lamp is one-slxth to
one-quarter as bright as a 75-watt
light, Intermatic reports.

It costs §15 to nu per year for
clectricily to operate a typleal
strand of four low voltage fixtures,
said Joan Bradley, a lighting speclal-
ist for Detroit Edlson.

Another blg of low volt-

lighting is becoming quite popular, though

GUY WARREN/$1all photogrophor

UPWARDS OF 70 percent of all
sales are to individuals, the rest to
contractors, Kinzer sald. “Most of
ours are do-It-yourself, people work-
ing on their yards."

That includes people who bulld
new or move Into used houses.

A big reduction In price ~ more
than 100 pereent in some cases —
over the past decade has sparked
consumer Interest [n the product. It's
been around for some 25 years.

A Christmas promotion through
K mart a couple of years ago “dld
quite well” and proved that low volt-
age lighting sales could be a ycar-
around proposition even In northern
climates, Klnzer said.

“This is something people sce in

The 1loudllghl design pro-
vides brightness to highlight
shrubs, trees and fences.

age Jighting Is the ease of Installa-
tion.

“You don't need a permit. Youor I
could install it com{ortably,” Brad-
ley sald.

on TV or at & neighbor’s
house and say, ‘This is a good idea.
Thls is pretty,’ ** sald Jim McPher-
son, home center manager for the
Livonia K mart.

“The ?rlmnry reason people cn]oy

Most peo;

it Is

ple
with a ﬁmer sald Phil Kinzer, mar-
keting manager for Intermatic. “It's
straightforward, easy to do. It
doesn't leave lights on ol night,” he
sald.

Other buyers prefer a power
source with an on-off switch right on
the transformer, Others ke a photo-
cell.

Still others have more sophlsticat-
ed hook-ups and tap Into Indoor
switches Lhat also may be connected
to regular outdoor spatlights.

Kinzer sald. “The next reason is
safety. You don’t want to trip on a
blcycle or skateboard, a erack In the
sldewalk, Lighting, by It's very na-
ture, s a securlty product.”

Replacement parts and more pow-
erful transformers are available
separately.

The blggest mistake consumers
make Is trylng to get too many lights
on one transformer, Tom
Ostrenga, an clectrical consultant at
Builders Square of Livenla.

Sol

P d iights are an- '
other option that requires no
wiring. ’

...The §
ultimate
beachfront |
community B

Ioc—.ucd in prestigious Naples,

Naples Cay,,

NAPLES, FLORIDA

rght on the Gulf of Mexico, the Naples

Cay communlty offers a lifestyle that has

been previously unavallable at any prlce.
aver thi

Florida,

more. R:lldcn:u (rom $235,
10 over $1,000,000,

\

acres of spectacular beachfront,
for a vadety of restdentlal locations that
provide cach and cvery owner 2 resl-
dence that most closcly fits thelr llfestyle.

Included s a private club facility with
health club, dining, lounge, :[;k‘:]m much

[ N —
*Currently featuring “The Club Resldences,”

“allows
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: A condominlum value $235.000-$285,000.
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