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To write The Observer: 21898
Farmington Road, Farming-
ton 48024. To call: news line,
477-5450; sports line, 591-2312;
weekend line, 591-2305; home
delivery, 591.0500; classified
ads, 591-0800; display ads, 591-
2300; fax line, 477-9722,

FUN job,
In his State of the
Cltles address at a
"Farmington-
Farmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce-hosted breakfast
March 22 at Alexander
Hamilton Life Insurance Co,,
“Farmington HIlLs City
Manager Bl Costick quipped:
“It'sreally fun being a city
manager — spending your
whole life talking about
garbage, roads, gutters. . .
“Have you cver thought
about that, Bab?" Costick
added, glancing toward
Farmington Clty Marager Bob
Deadman,

MIGHTY strong.
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(] Police step up patrols
on Orchard Lake Road, 3A

By Bob Sklar
stolf writer

“Two tecnagers were robbed and at
least six were beaten In a fight that
spapned the parking lots of three
businesses on Orchard Lake Road,
north of 13 Mile, Friday night,
Farmington Hills Police said.

No one was serleusly hurt In the
fight, but a 17.year-aold West Bloom-
fleld resident suffered a swollen
nose.

A 20-year-o)d adult and a 16-year-
old juventle have been charged with
two counts of unarmed robbery, a
15-year {clony, and one count of as-
sault and battery, a 90-day mls-
demeanor, Both males are from
Farmington Hills.

AT TIIE height of the fight, at

feast six teens from West Bloom-
{ield, Orchard Lake and

Fifty Cents

o S Commnatine Corporation. ATl Rights Reverved.

2 teens mbbe@ in parking lot brawl

17-year-old West Bloomfield resl-
dent of i

Hills were attacked by a group of 15
ather young people, police sald.

1t marked the sccond straight Frl-
day night a fight broke out along the
business strlp that Includes the Taco
Bell, 28925 Orchard Lake Road. The
week before, one teen was hurt and
one was arrested.

Last Friday's brawl followed a
verbal exchange at 10:20 p.m. inside
the Taco Bell. One teen aceused the

n the fght
there the week before.

According to police reports, aftor
the West Bloom{ield resident sald he
dldn't know anything about that
fight, he and his frlends were threat-
cned. ShHt manager Simon Green-
street, sensing trouble, ordered all of
the teens to leave.

While going to thelr car parked
outslde the nearby New York Carpet

and his friends were confronted by
the suspect group. The group
unleashed kicks and punches — and
the fight was on.

ONE ATTACKER demanded mon-
ey from two 16-year-old males in a
threatening way on the sidewalk be-
tween Taco Bell and New York Car-
pet World,

After the robbery, the victims ran
to the Ground Round, where the

Warld, the West resident

Residents:
Backboards
can be ugly

8y Joanne Maliezewski
stafl writer

Desplte opposition from many
Slrnlhmarc subdiv[slnn rcsldenls

Hartsock took advantage of
the mike at that nme
breakfast to quip abo

nelghboring Fnrmlngwn Hills'
“unusual” form of clty
government.

Ontheheelsof a
controversy surrounding an
1-fated ad hoc facllities study
committee, he in jest
deseribed Farmington Hills'
form of geverning as “streng
mayor, strong clty manager
and a strong city councll.”

QUOTE of the week

6 It's in the best interest
of the cily to pass the (basket-

bonrds will be legal by mld-, Aprll ln
Farmlngton Rllls.

“I think we nced to have rules as
to where these hoops are and what
calor they are,” Strathmore resi-
dent Janc Toomajian said. Strath-
more Is a new subdlvision south-
cast of 13 Mile and Haggerty,

But the clty council dldn't buy
resldents' arguments that pole-
mounted backboards are unsightly,
can lead to property damage from
bouncing balls, cause noise prob-
lems and lower property values.

The clty councll Monday enacted
a zoning amendment liberalizing
use of garage- and pole-mounted
backboards by allowing one per
{ront or a minimum slde yard per
house.

Pole-mounted backboards must
be within the third of the yard
nearest the house at the front or

ball
To not pass it v.uuld be a real
political basketball.

9

— Farmington HIlls . resident
Jaohn Tomey, in addressing the
clly counch! Monday. Story: 1A,
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the slde, ds have always
been allowed In rear yards, some
side yards and on garages. Resi-
dents can have only cne backboard
on a pole.

If a resldent has a garage-
mounted backboard, they can still
have a pole-mounted one In the
rear yard.

Mayor Jean Fax and councllman
Aldo Vagnozzi opposed the amend-
ment.

1 don't think we necd to any
more regulate people’s use of their
property,” councllwoman Nancy
Bates sald.

REMINDING RESIDENTS that
Blrmingham loat its fight In court

Hills eases hoop restrictions

to ban the poles, coun-
cllman Lawrence Lichtman sald,
“I don't think Farmington Hllla is
golné; to rise and fall acsthetlcally
ont

Advocalu spoke of having klds
play ot home and the lack of recre-
atlen facilities In the clty. They
said other ordinances exist to pre-
vent kids from damaging property
or playing late at night. Ordinances
also exist to prevent the back-
boards or poles from belng unsight-
Iy.

“I think it's a lot better If our
children ave playing basketball {at
home}. . . It's much more prefera-
ble than having to transport them
to other places or have them join
clubs,” resident Barbara Muan

sald,
Resident Joe Miller sald parents

should teach their chlldren respon-
sibllity about damaging other peo-
ple's property and when to play.

Resident Kelth Galtagher said he
almost lost a sale on his house be-
cause he wanted to take hls basket.
ball backboard with him. “Beauty

s play on the driveway at Keith Gellagher's Strathmore
subdlvialnn hnuac inr norlhwusl Farmington Hills Monday alternoon.

RANDY BORST/alalt pholographer

is in the eye of the beholder,” he

said,

“It’s in the best interest of the
city to pass the amendment. To not
pass it would be a rcal political
basketball,” resident John Tomey

Ploase tum to Page 2

Cities count on tax dollars
dealt according to census

By Casey Hans
staft writer

Not belng counted In the 1990 cen-
sus could cost your city §1,000 over
the next decade,

Eachresldent of the eities is worth
up to $100 per year in federal and
state money used to flx roads and

operate thn cltles, officials in Farm- .

- Ington and F' rmlngton Hills say.

7 “Looking at what we get today,

wnhou! any increased revenue, If wo
ere to losa one person, it would

A cmt Um clty $1,000,” sald Farming-
ton City Mlxuxer Robert Doadman,

"'mv- 100 bucks a year, roughly.”

“The most Important umr Is that

CENSUS "9

we get monoy back from the state
based on our population,” sald Hills
Clty Manager William Costlck.

“It glves us a now blupolnl - It's

and the number of liquor licenses al-
lowed In cach city,

1t witl also give each city an idea
of its ages, Income and ethnic make-
up, sald Rick Lampi, Farminglon
Hills community development coor-

nator.

“It may start to reinforce some of
the Informaltion out of the Year 2000
report,” Lampi sald, referring to the
recent community study that sets
quallly—o( +1ife goals for tho city.

“When we get the '00 data, it wiil
glve ua @ comparison of the makeup
oft "

Important we all b

THE CENSUS will also {nfluence
granls for which tho citles can apply,

CENSUS FORMS were sed to

Pleasa turn to Page 7
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Stores
may lose
booze
license

By Bob Sklar and
Joanne Maliszowaki
staff writers

Three Farmington Hills stores
could lose thelr lquor llcenses after
the city council Monday voted to rec-
ommend nonrenewal or revocation,
based on a history of liquor law vio-
lations.

By resolution, the counctl voted to
recommend to Lhe state Liquor Con-
trol Commission that lleenses be re-
voked or not renewed for:

® Last Stop Party Store, 29154
Grand River; Slecua Hesano, licen-
see,

® Grand Square Llquor Shoppe,
38441 Grand River; Dawood Toma
Sorokl, llcensee.

® Convenlent Food Mart, 28405
W. 12 Mlle; Deogun & Assoclates, li-
censee.

“I have no comments at this time.
We have legal counsel to take care
of It,” sald Soroki Tuesday.

Neither of the other licensees
could be reached for comment. Cou-
vculcnt Food Mart Is closed for busi-

'n\e practical cffect is if the city
councll recommends nonrencwal or
revocatlon, the LCC “is obliged to
follow that recommendation unless
something is wrong,” said Ronald
Acho, Farmington Hllls speeinl
counsel.

“The majority of the (liquor law)
vlolations consisted almost exclu-
slvely of sale to minors,” sald Sgt.
Charles Nebus, Farmington Hills Po-
lice Detective Sectlon supervisor.

THE CITY'S 83 liguor licenses
come up for renewal each April 30,

The city councti’s call to revoke or
not renew (hree licenses was b
on a recommendation from City
Manager Bill Costick and police
Chlef Bill Dwyer and on evidence
and documentation presented at due-
process hearings March 15.

No evldence was submitted by the
Hcensces to adequately rebut the tes-
timony 1t heard from city officlals,
the councll stated in Its resolution.

“These three operations do stand
out in terms of both the frequency of

Please turn to Page 7

to debut

Tired of hunting through your
cable TV book to match programs
to the local cable channel?

Look no further than Suburban
Cable Weekly, which debuts Mon-
day in the Farmington Observer,

The (o-plv.q page gulde will be
pm. of the png:r each Monday.

Listings will from Monday
through Sunda;

Suburban Cabln Weekly will in-
clude prommm!ag for all VHF
and els as well g3 all
cable chnnnell avallable through
MetroVision of Oakland County.

The book wlil also list loal ace
cess programuming on cable Chan-
nel 12 .

Local cable guide

Monday

The chanaels listed will be
MetroVislon's channels. Viewers
won't have to scarch for a grid in
the front of the book to find which
channel to tune in.

‘The book wil] also contain trivia,
a crossword pusle, a horoscope,
news, Interviows and a column by
Lark Samoucllan, executive
tor of the Southwest Oakland Cable
Commission, :

“1t's designed to be user-friend-
1y," said Richard Isham, OLE gen-
eral manager. “It's matched to u:a
local cable dial. 'mu what we

almed for.”
- Bah skhr. edllor




