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NYONE WHO runs a business in F
ton or Farmington Hills shoutd
‘The Farmington school di
terested in becoming business partners
with you in a very special Kind of way - a way
that "Il benefit our most valued resource, our Kids.

In an unabashed plea at the Farmington/
carmington Hills Chamber of Commerce-hosted
i State of the Cities breakfast last week, Superin.
- tendent Mike Flanagan said “adopt-a-school”
programs aren't the answer. Mentorships —
which go a step farther than the popular work/
study co-op programs — are.

And we agree - enthusiastically!

As Flanagan, a rising star in the ever-chang-
ing world of education, frankly told local leaders:
“We have kids in our community who need men-
- tors, We have kids who need to understand what
career choices there are for them.”

He issued this chalienge: “If you're willing, on
an informat or a formal basis, help us work on

that, [ think you can make a tremendous contri-
bution.”

And he’s right.

. When kids see a city manager, banker, mer-
chant ur.reporter at work — when they can re-
‘' late 1o people in the workplace — they better
understand what roles they can achieve.

You betcha, that result is far more beneficial
than an “adopl a school” program, where the
{funding tends to slow when the novelty fades.

FARMINGTON SCHOOLS, unquestionably,
are a business — a big business with 1,800 e
ployees, 30 buildings and a $89 milllon budget.

But ts real business is educating 11,000 stu-
dents. And chamber of commerce members can
be on the cutting edge of that through mentor-
ships, in which businesses “adopt a student” and
provide personalized, on-the-job training.

We at the Observer have dabbled in that
through the years, informally taking high school
| students under our wing to show them around the
néwsrogm and introducing them to news gather-
ing and photo processing.
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ARTH DAY is coming.
That means we will be reading and
hearing plenty about such environmental

issues as preservation of the Brazilian
rain foresl, elimination of chloro-flurocarbons

lentorships
[ They're needed in the 1990s

There’s not a nicer feeling of
fultiiment than when kids thirsty
for knowledge say thanks for
sharing what we've learned in the
trenches, not just the classroom.

ay

Cleanup must begin at home

‘Fhere's not a micer feeling of fulfillment than
when Kids thirsty for knowledge say thaaks for
sharing what we've learned in the trenches, not
just the classroum.

When Flanagan talks about the brain rate vur
natien  fac he's not Kidding. Movers  and
shakers of the local business scene would be
doing their bottom line a favor by heeding his

hessage

How are we going 10 make sure our Kids are
nut on drugs and instead becoming productive
members of this democraey? We're in a situation
where the rest of world is just exploding with
democracy and freedom, We've gat Lo make sure
we're not silting back taking our own for grant-
ed”

LIKE FLANAGAN says, “When it really gets
to it, it duesn’t matter what ingredients we put
into a school, what matters is what comes out.™

In that spirit, Farmington schools — recogniz-
ing our nation’s future is at stake - have rein-
forced their pledge to assure diplomas not only
have been earnued but alsv mean something to
employers,

A diplomis doesn’t mean much when the holder
can't adapt quickly in our hotly competitive
world, Developing vur nation's talent pool to its
fullest starts with a well-educated citizenry.

We urge Farmington business leaders who
want to repay the community for its support to
try something new -- and “adopt a student”
through a personal mentorship, not imerely a ca-
reers talk.

{CFCs) and pr of ging
oil spills. All of these are issues of global impor-
tance. .

What must be remembered, however, is that
cleaning the world alse means cleaning our own
back yard. .

We, in southeast Michigan, are no different
from other Americans — or [rom other citizens
from other nations. For teo long, we've paid too
little attentlon to the world around us. That must
change.

lr@ MANY ways, change is already evident.
But nagging environmental problems persist:

® It's "encouraging that individuals from
many n Mi ies con.
tribute thelr time each year to cleaning the
heavily polluted Rouge River.

But it's discouraging many of the ie:

For tao long, we've paid too little
attention to the world around us,
That must change.

and citizens, (o influence government and indus-
ry.

As consumers, we should pledge vur alteglance
to goods in envir 11y safe packagl
well as to p that have aiready been recy-

- a

themselves are involved in a lawsult te protect
thelr outmoded sewers — the primary source of
Rouge pollution.

@ It's encouraging that many communities
have'begun recycling programs.

But it's discouraging that so few markets have
beén found, to this point, for recycled goods —
especially recycled newsprint,

® It's encouraging that many area stores have
begun markellng “environmentally consclous™
products, often on specially marked shelves.

But it's discouraglng that, in many slores,
shappers can take their goods home In non-re-
cyclable plastic bags. .

Likewlse, it's discouraging many stores con-
tinue to stamp the label “biodegradable” on
products, even though environmentalists say that
even blodegradable p deterl

cled. .

Returning to cloth diapers and building a back
yard compost pile, for yard waste, are other
steps each of us could take to help the environ.
ment. .

Producers won't move toward recycling until
they believe a market ex|Isls among consumers.

AT THE same time, we should let our local
government know that we are willing le pay the
cosl y to ded sewers, as
well as to begin local or regional recycling pro-
grams — including ones for tires and car batter-
ies, a pair of particular environmental problems.

These suggestions are neither easy nor cheap,
but all are necessary.

Landfill space is decreasing, We urge the state
Department of Natural Resources to hold off on
i Ing any new landlills until the communities

will too
slowly to play any role in easing our landfill eri-

sis, o e

: The original Earth Day, 20 years ago, repre-
sented a grass-roots approach, bringlng individ-
ual citizens together to make their opinion known
10 government and industry.

woEarth Day 20, Sunday, April 22, should provide
o similar ferum. If there's a dlfference it's that
L wifioy haye the understanding that individuat
resporsibility-is also Important. 3
ﬁut;i“"“éilz‘ﬁé},
HSHIRFICUNET cqua
sponslbilfty wifhthiat of the government of Bra-
zil, or, for that matter, the Exxon Valdez.

uate our individual re.

=N .e!‘le ‘wesenn-doemuclrs” as: consumers

they ‘would serve have recycling plans up and
operaling, S

Landfills, with their potential for alr and wa.
ter pollution, are yesterday's waste disposal so- *
lution. While sdme additional landfills might well
be necessary, every landfitl licensed under the
present setup is a setback to recycling and other
more responsible approaches, X

‘There was a time when we could throw. waste
materlals away, without worrying about’ where
they were headed. Today, thal is a luxury we can
no longer afford. .

There's no mistaking the environmental im-
portance of the rain forests, or the ozone layer.
But Earth Day must begln at home, Ve .
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Teen activities lacking;
control signs cautiously

SCANNING THE

® Time to act — What's there for
teens to do on weckends in the
Farmingtons? A movie? Bowling? A

party? A dance? Cruising?
1f the recent outbreak of rowdy-
1sm at local fast-food restaurants Is
any indicator, there’s not much In
the way of upbeal entertainment.
s ere

| emspenmt—

ry Sever’s push for a teen activity
center lsn't so far-fetched when
viewed in that bleak context.

Consider the nightmare of this
past weekend:

— Two teenagers were robbed and
at least six were beaten in a (ight
centered in the parking lot of the
Taco Bell on Qrchard Lake Road,
north of 13 Mile.

— A 17-year-old Northville girl
who trled to break up a fight be-
iween Farminglon High and Harri-
son High students was assaulted by
two teenage girls in the parking lot
of the Taco Bell on 10 Mile, near
Grand River.

- Damage was estlmated at $500
when disorderly teens cracked door
glass at the McDenald's Restaurant,
on Orchard Lake Road, ncar 18 Mile.

As the weather warms, parents
owe it to the themscives to work
with city leaders o provide our
teens with safe, stimulating weekend
activities.

A spring and summer of discon-
tent is nobody's idea of a guod time.

@ Fightlng blight — It came as
no surprise when Farmington Hills
Mayor Jean Fox spoke out against

A spring and summer
of discontent is
nobody's idea of a
good time.

inte the corners or invade nearby
homes once well-kept but now dete-
riorating, and cventually cnter the
schools whure children, mandated in
attendance, on occasion get shot — a
siuation unthinkable (o our fathers.”

She says “a community that
dovsi's care, which zllows slovenll-
ness, Is fair game for the meechant
who cannot make it using higher
standards,"

1 applaud Fox's pursult “to keep
this city clean and attractive.”

But I'm not about to support her
relenttess crusade against virtually
ab) banner and window signs. Too
many more Important Issues exist,

I have ng problem with “strict, but

visual pollution at the Farmington:

armington Hills Chamber of Com-
osted State of the Cities
¢ last week,

She has long rapped werchants
who plaster advertising on sceming-
Iy every Inch of wall and window
space,

“Some windows are so plastered
with numbers and lettering,” she
says, “the poliee car on surverllance
can't even see if anyene Is robbing
the safe or the cash registe!”

She calls visual pollution an “cnvi-
rontmental storin cloud” that’s on
collision course with the “cancer of
blight.”

*The long-terin cost of bllght to a
community,” she says, “Is found in
Its contagious effect, in deerepit
nelghborhoods, in drugs which seep

sign " as Fox
put it, 10 address excessive advertls.
ing on buildings.

But Jet’s not rob sinall businesses
of their major advertising tools in
anc of the midwest's most competi-
tive morkets. .

@ Cable quality — Given the
equipment s far from staté of the
art, the quallty of the cablecasting of
Farmington Hils City Councll meet-
Ings kias been uncxpectedly good.

The video more times than not ts
shurp. But the audio often leaves a
Tot to be desired.

‘The icrophone system in the
counci) chambers needs to be re-
placed - muke nu mistake about
that. He It's not always easy to
hear even when you're in the cham-
ber audience!

Bob Skidr is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer.
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Farmington readers’ forum
Legle:s inust be signed, original cupies and include the address and telephone number of the
writer. Narnes will be withheld from publication onty for sullicient reason. We reserve the nght
10 edit them. Send letters to Readers’ Forum, Farminglon Observer, 21898 Fanmnington Road,

Farmington 48024.

Newest trees
come up short

To the editor:

The Observer editorlal, “Down-
town: It’s a treasure for community'”
{March 15), was a fltting tribute to
the many fine changes supported by
the DDA In recent years.

‘The new sldewalks, curbs, trees,
lights, banners, ete. are a welcomed
addltion to the downtown area and
add sigaificantly,to its appeal.

1t Is puzzling, however, that, after
all the work done on the sidewalks
bordering Farminglon Road last
summer, stretches still exist where
few or no trees were planted.”

The cast side of Farmington Road
between State and the first eatrance
to the shopplng center recelved only
two new tree’, where it appears sev-
eral more conld have been planted to
shade what Is bathed in hot, late af-
ternoon sun.

Another arca left starxly barren
of trecs is on the south side of the
new bulldlng that faces Orchard
Street. A canopy of trees hare would
form a natural passageway to the
development starting on the soulh
skde of Orchard.

Perhaps there are plans Lo put ad-
ditlonal trges in these areas. It
seems out of balance to ralse $40,000

Steve Barnaby managing edior

. Dick Isham gunerial manages

Judith Doner Berne assistani ianagmy ertac

for the new gazebo and yet not put in

more trecs along the roadway,

where they really are needed to hin-

prove the visual appeal of the entire
areq

Grorge Wright,

Faroington

Hats go off to
school leaders

"Fo the editar:
At the March b Faninington Board

inte perspective ene of the reasons
for board meetlngs - the kids.

Cathleen M. Webb,

Nortbvilfe

Social drinking
vs. aicoholism

Te the editor:

Your article in the Observer & Ec-
centric, “When does soctal drinking
become aleoholism,” (March 1) was
excellent, and hopefully made tmuny
of your readers aware that they no
doubt have many of the signs of

of meeting, Suj

ent Mlke Flunagan surprised those
In attendance with o wonderful pres-
entatlen by the cast members of
North Farmington High's -recent
play, “The Wizard of Oz." It was v
fantastic experlence for all.

At the board necting of March 20,
we were treated with a video presen-
tatlon of Willliam Grace Elementa-
ry School students, who particpated
In thelr recent book paride. iU was
great to see the students' sense of

pride.

Hats off to Mr. Flunagan, and the
board, for encouraglng participation
by all of Farmington’s schools at fu-
ture board meetings.

It's exciting and rewarding to ob-
serve our kids In action and bring

— Obseruer & Eccentric® Newspapers ——

Suburhan Communicanons Corp,
Philip Power chirman ol Yhe board
Richard Aginian president
Richard Brady director of adverhsing
(| Fred Wright "airector o! circulation

hemical abuse and will scek help.,

{ um wrlting to you because of the
alecholie in my life who made my
life iserable and unmanageable.
There is a cliche “you don't have to
be an alcoholie to sulfer from al-
cahotlsm."

1 went through the co-dependent
program at Maplegrove and then
was advised to joln Al-u-non. I never
knew unthl 1 did these two things that
there was help for e, too.

There are many people out there
llke me, spouses, parents and chil-
dren who are unaware of these pro-
grams and of the help and support
they wlll recelve toward serenity
and rencwed sell-esteem,

An Al-a'non member,
:Farmington il
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