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Vietnam vet tells about homelessness:

By Susan Buck
stalf writar

Homeless Vietnam  vetcran
Charles Winter tried for three years
to get Supplementary Security In-
come (SSI) beneflts,

Betause he is illiterate Winter, 43,
does not have the skllls to pursue or
follow up on his own application,
And because he lives near a Lansing
highway in a small tent bought with
m ney he collected from cans and
p metal, Winter never reccived
ity paperwork.

“The only time that I've ever been
wnployed was back when 1 was 17
years old,” sald Winter, “At that
{ime, { dropped out of school without
knowlng how to read or wrile. I look
on some odd jobs at the grocery
slore and some factory work, but
nothing ever lasted too long, After
jumping from job to job, 1 enlisted In
the Army and was sent to Vietnam,
This is where my troubles began.

When I was honorably discharged
from the service, [ was a full-blown
alcohalle.”

Winler's plight finally reached the
attention of Sen. Donald Riegle, D-
Flint, who Is promoting Introduction
l;;gahe Homeless Outrcach Bill of

[F ENACTED, the blil would re-
quire the Soclal Securlty Adminstra.
tion (SSA) to reach out to the blind,
disabled and elderly In soup kitche
ens, shellers and day centers and
teach them about beneflts to which
they are entitled, but may not know
almul

“Under the Supplemental Securlty
Income program {SSI), thesc people
whose incomes are substantially be-
low the federal poverty level, may
recelve benellts — up to $386 per
month far Individuals,” Rlegle sald.
“It is estimated that among the
humeless in this couniry about 25
percent suffer from mental disabili-
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Ly, 10 percent arc physically dis-

abled and 20 percent are elderly.”
Homelessness has been an issue in

Wayne County, where officlals re-

vices to the homeless. There are
more than 100 homeless shelters In
Michigan.

According to Riegle, the state of

cently a_ county-sp
sored shelter. It has also been an Is-
sue in Oakland County where church
groups have hetd vigils for the home-
less.

Winter was joined at the hearing
by Sherry Brantley, a former home-
less and physically abused wife with
three daughters under age 7, and
Thomas Rybinskl of Detroit, a lald-
off General Motors Detroit Ham-
tramck aute plant worker who got
caught up in a burcaucratle maze of
GM recall rights,

The three headed the agenda at a
banking, housing and urban affairs

hearlng on

provided $500,000 for
homeless assistance In 1989, Michl-
gan has quadrupled its funding leve)
this year by appropriating $2 million
In homeless assistance for fiscal
year 1990,

“AS WE continue the scarch for
ways to address the issue of home-
lessness, as well as the need for al-
fordable housing, I feel it is import.
ant to hear {rom those who are most
directly affected by the enactment
of such leglslation,” Rlegle said.

Sara Snyder, 39, exceutive direc-
tor of Grateful Hame, a center for

chalred by Riegle March 26 at Mer-
cy College in Detroit.

It Is estimated that as many as
90,000 people In Michlgan are home-
less — 15,000 are children. The fast-
est growing segment of the homeless
population are women and children,
accoridng to those to provide ser-

lndlgcnl worn-
en in Detrolt, also testiied. She was
a homeless alcohollc in 1974, now re-
covered.

“I remember people walking past
me and not belng secn, somchow in-
vislble,”* Snyder said. “I remember
speaking ta people and having them
ignore me as if my volce made no
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sound. I remember standing outside
homes after darkness came and
watching people move about In those
lighted rooms and wishing I could go
in and be with them, and yel know-
Ing there was not one door that
would open for me. 1 felt unscen,
unhczrd unwanted and unimpaor-
tant.”

Last August, Riegle formed a spe-
cial homelessness task force Lo help
evaluate how effectively the issue of
homelessness Is being  uddressed,
‘The task force conducted mectings
in 26 communltles throughout the
State to seek the input of 400 local
citizens to see how the federal gov-
ernment is respondlng to needs. The
Senate Housing Comimittee has juris-
diction over many of the housing
programs  authorized under the
Stewart B. McKinney Homeless As-
sistance Act of 1987 which was a key

siep in the dffort'by Congress to ad-
dress the needs of homeless people.
In 1988, the Act was resauthorized
by Congress. More than $14.5 mlition
of federal homeless assistance was
provided to Michlgan In 1989
through the McKinney Homeless As-
sistance Act.

In addition to the McKlinney Alt,
there are approximately 60 other
fedvral programs that provide 'a
small amount of hemeless asstit-
ance.

*“Houslng leglslatlon is a top prior-
Ity of the committee this year,” Ric-
gle satd. “In fact, we are scheduled
to mark-up the National Affordable
Housing Act In our committee un
May 2. The National Affordalte
Housing Act will modity and
strengthen the McKlnney programs
and increase houslng asslstance luy
homeless people.”

Teens named for academies

Twenty local students have been
nominated from the 18th Congres-
sivnal District for appointments to
the service acadernics.

Notninees are seleeted on the ba-
sis of SAT/ACT scores, scholastic
tecord, leadership potential, extra-
curricular activities, and recommen-
dations,

Local nominees are:

Alr Foree Academy: Charles Chu-
ba and Neil McNabnay of Farming-
ton Hills; Marvin Ee, West Bloom-
(ield; Mark S. Mitchell of Farming-
tor; Rebecca Preston and  Alex
Ramos of Troy; Matthew Ridsdale of
Rochester Hllls; Christopher Korn-

messer of Birmingham; and Gordon
Limb of Unlon Lake.

Naval Academy: Bernard Umunv
of Bloomfield Hllls; Paul Judge uf
Rochester Hllls; Paul Levine uf
Farmington Hills; lan MacDiarmid
of Union Lake; and Elizabeth Fuger
of Birmingham.

The Military Academy: Adrlan
Perica of Rochester Hllis; Leah Net-
son of West Bloomfield; Stanley
Bucheskey and Erlc Brukwlinski of
‘Troy; Kurt Rillema of Birminghant,
and J.C. Eric Crawford, i1l of Farm:
ington.

Final appointments to the acadw-
mies will be made by selectich
boards at each academy.
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butyourcountrywill,
The five minutcs you
spend registering with
Selective Serviceatthe post
office won'tchange you.
But it witl make adifference
1o your country. So when
you tum 18, register with
Selective Service. 1t 's quick.
It’scasy. Andil:lbelnm -
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Service System,
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Men, if you're about to turn 18, 1t's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U S. Post Office.
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