Michigan writer shares tales of life’

By Casoy Hona
staft writer

Most poetry is the stuff of life: ex-
citement and fascinatlon with traing
and hobos of childhood, the untimely
tlel.'nh of a high scheol friend and ath-
ete,

Michigan poet Terry Wooten be-
lieves those life stories should be
lifted from the wrltten page and
brought te lfe through reading,
questionlng and dlscusslon
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“I think poetry has lost its roots,”
he says. “For hundreds of year, poct-
£y was spuken around flres at night,

"In this age of high tech passivity,
most people bave lost touch with it."

The award-winning poet from
Traverse City told his story to Farm-
ington High Engllsh students last
week, as he does to hundreds of stu-
dents each year, A portion of his vis-
It was paid for with a $50 grant from
the Farmington Arts Council,
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“This is all parl of our effort to
enhance the reaching of wriling tn
the cistrict,” explained district Lan-
guage Arts coordlnator, John Bar.
Tett. “We wanted to get people to
see, hear and meet a real writer.”

BARRETT SAID he hopes to coor-
dinate a larger, (hree-day workshop
next year, In which students from
varlous schools can meet and work "
with Wooten through writlng and
reading thelr own works.
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Specially chusen for its beauty, quality, and value,
our diamond ring for April features a full carat of sparkling
diamonds set in a clussic 18 karat gold band. A special purchase
allows us to offer you a very special price, only $1450.
Qualify for our interest-free Diamand Club Plan and pay
only $290 down and $116 a month (or 10 months,
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Wooten talked of funny and se-
rious tupics with students, reading
some of his own poetry and that of
Max Ellison and others. He told
them of his childhood as an average
student — of a junlor high school
teacher who told him he “would
probably never be able (o write any-
thing.”

{ Walching tratns were a big part of
his childhood, which he spent just
south of Cadlllac in Northern Michi-
gan. “When the train cane through
my hemnctown, it was a cultural
event,” he told students. He has
based several poems on that time.

In poctry, he said, “the maln drive
i5 to communicate, not to have your
ploc'ns dissected like frogs in biology
class.

Award-winning poet and Traverse City resi-
deni Terry Wooten reads his poems and tells
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‘! think poetry has lost its roots. In this
age of high tech passivity, most
people have lost touch with it.’

-~ Terry Wooten,
Michigan poet

“You treat words taure like mu-
sic.” he added. “You must try to

melt it down. Short and sweet, and
as short and powerful as possible.
“Poetry Is music written for the
human voice."”
Although he has written poetry for
many years, the now deceased poet

Elljson was the one who Wooten him
be eould visit schools, talk withkids
and make an impact. Several Farm-
inglon teachers met Wooten in a
workshop last year in Traverse City,
and asked if he could be brought to
the district. .

RANDY BORST/atati photographer

stories to Farmington High students during an
assembly in the auditorium.
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