Farminoton Obseruer

Opinion

21898 Farmington Road/Farmington,

M) 48024  Robert Sklar editor/477-5450

14A(F)

O&E Thursday, April 5, 1990

room 1o improve classroom eurricalum,
- faculty training, teaching facilities and
special programming.

But the distriet stands second to none in stu-
dent inventiveness.

‘That conclusion is drawn from the consistency
of the inventive spirit showeased at the irst six
Creativity Springs Alive art festivals.

The artfest lets students of all ages and from
alt grades — inctuding community ed, special ed.
common campus and Boys Republic students —
express talents. skills and ideas in varied art
forms.

Some of the artistry vivals professional quali-
ty. Much of it weighs in a few rungs below, But
no matter: the ideas are what's important.

As festival coordinator Paul Barber told the
Observer at Creativity ‘89: “\We need to promote
individuality and creativity. That's one thing we
have that machines don't.

“We've got to create the elimate that values
the creative mind, We've got (o try and dream a
little bit if, for example, we're going to come up
wilh a better engincered car.”

ARMINGTON SCHOOLS
'E‘ Asin must other school dis

JUST ANOTIIER nice presentation of student
art it's not.

Thanks to the artfest, hundreds of students,
prodded by what Barber calls “stimulation and
nurturing,” indeed are on their to “becoming
the innovators of the 21st century.

For a peck at the ercative expressions of to-
morrow’s young leaders, take the time to stop by
Creativity ‘90 — 7-9 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday in the Harrison High gym.

The hour ar so you spend witl be a blue-chip
investment. even if you're not a parent of a stu.
dent.

You'll see scientific experiments, architectural
designs, industrial technology. ereative writing,
computer technolopy, television programs, mar-
keting, forensics. inventions, art, poetry. dance,
drama and music.

ICHIGAN LEGISLATORS are about lo
compound an error they made last
year in tinkering with one of the
sunshine laws, the Freedom of Infor-

mation Act.

A single company bullied tawmakers into
passing an exemption to the FOIA that would
make seeret the records any company submitted
- to the Workers Compensation Bureau in support

of its application for sell-insured status. Its un-
" supported alibi was that the information was
“sensitive.” Certain injury forms also were ex-
- empted in PA 104 of 198Y,

: BUT WAIT! Now the state Scnate has decided
. it went too far and is rewriting the exemption.
. But instead of repealing the bad law, Senate Bill
« 240 would allow only Blue Cross/Blue Shleld of
. Michigan to have access to the injury forms,
. It'slike a page out of George Orwell's satirical
. novel “Animal Farm™ in which the pigs declare:
+ All animals are created equal, but some are
more equal than others.”

Until now, a guiding principle of our open

HE TRAGIC hanglng death of an 8-year-
old Canton Township boy March 24 has
touched off a nerve among parents all
over southeastern Michigan and caused

reverberations in public schools as well,

The question on everybody’s mind? Did the
film “Nobody's Useless" — which has two fairly
graphic scenes depleting unsuccessful suicide at-
tempts and which Stephen Nalepa and his second
grade classmates at .Gallimore Elementary
School viewed the day before his death — play a
role in the incident?

The boys' parents fecl it did. School officlals
and the flim's distributor, Encyclopedia Britan.
nica Educational Corp., say it dldn’t. They point
out that the movie, which focuses on positive
ways to deal with physical disabilitles, has been
1 shown to hundreds of thousands of children with-
1 out incldent since It was made in 1980. Nonethe-
+ less, the distributor took the movie off the mar-
« ket last week.

+  What, if anything, the film's showing had te to

Inventive spirit
Creativity springs from artfest

FOIA assault

Bill would create caste system

Some of the arltistry rivals
professional quality. Much of it
weighs in a few rungs below. But
no matter: the ideas are what's
important. \

Last year, the fare included everything trom
it seulpture, student newspapers, a s
a mudel police robot 1o hail
. pottery, woodworking, miming and creative
thinking demonstrations.
The computer-aided dratting work done by
senior high students tovked to be of exceptional
quality.

¢

ESPECIALLY CLEVER was the “lovent
America”™ display. It challenged students to in-
vent solutiony to everyday problems by using an-
alytical and imaginative thinking.

“The intent isn’t to make something for the fes-
tival, Teachers choose projects done as class-
rooin assignments but which offer a special flair.

Not every project makes the show and earns a
certificate. And not every display is a show
stopper. Bul disappointment provides incentive
to try even harder the next time,

Most kids, like most adults, thrive on plaudits
~— ovhs and aahs, accolades, appreciation, proof
that semebudy cal

As Barber perceptively put it: “Accolades go
o musicians on the stage and to athletes on the
ifeld. But for many kids. their source for acco-
lades is Creativity Springs Alive.”

Superintendent Mike Flanagan believes “the
future of our country is at stake. And 1 believe
aver the next 10 years, we're going to make it or
break it — and it's largely going to be due o
what we de in K-12 education.™

Creativity Springs Alive is
in the right direction

significant steade

School materials
Screen them but don't censor

Hiding public records was bad
enough, but piggishly opening
them up to one caste is even
worse,

records law has been that public information is
available to the public, period. Senate Bill 240,
however, sets up a caste system. The “Blues” are
in the favored caste. The rest of us are lefl out,

Sponsor  Fred Dillingham, R-Fowlerville,
guided this bill through his Senate Human Re-
sources Committee. The proper forum would
have been the Judiclary Committee, whose
members are better attuned to assaults on the
sunshine law. 1t passed the Senate.

In the House, SB 240 went through the Labor
Commilttee, not Judiciary. AL this writing, SB 240
is on the House calendar. It should be junked, and
su should PA 104 which it would anmiend.

Hiding public recurds was bad enough, but
piggishly opening them up to one caste is even
wurse.

with Stephen’s actions is a difficull question to
answer, if it can be answered at all.

\VE SUGGEST instead the community adopt a
broader approach to the situation in its effort to
prevent similar tragedies. Specifically, local
schools and parents need (o find ways to keep
lines of communication as open as posstble.

No, parents shouldn't have veto power over
which materials are used in the classroom. Un-
der the Michigan public education system, that's
a jnh‘ that residents delegate to school board

nd pi

But parents should (and {n many local dlstricts
they do) have the right to review classroom ma-
terials and exclude their children te anything
they find morally objectionables

That means that school offlcials have an obli-
gation to sereen all classroom materials and in.
form parents of questionable material, some.
thing that Plymouth-Canton schoo! officials ad-
mit wasn't done in this case.

Councilman Ralph Yoder (center) receives a

wood-tramed pendulum clock

{from Mayor

Y
AANDY BORST/stal) pholographice

Shirley Richardson ({right) as city clerk Jo
Bushey looks on,

Yoder’s gift to city —
respected leadership

HE'S MR. FARMINGTON — at
least In my mind.

For 25 years, through good times
and bad, Ralph Yoder, 64, has stood
sentry over the city as a councll
member,

And he’s done it with style, vision
and a keen sense of what the 64-
year-old city Is all about. I think it's
terrifle his fellow council members
saw (It to name the new road be-
tween Slocum and Orchard streets
Yoder Drive.

The former two-term tayor has
pushed to make the city livable and
enjoyable for everyone who calls
Farmington home, from kids to sen-
fors.

His popularlty speaks for itsclf at
the polls.

Before the last few council clec-

tlons, Yeder hinted he might not run
agaln. Butl he has always wrned in
nominating petitions by the deadline
And except for 1965, he has always
run strong enough to win a four-year
term.
I've known Yoder since 1985. And
what has struck me most about the
38-year resident is the way he sticks
to his guns and isn't swayed by lob-
bylng, no matter how Intense the
pressure,

More than once, I've seen him vote
for something that Irked some folks
in the council chambers but which he
felt, In his heart, was right for the
city at large.

I HAVEN'T always agrecd with

from name r.

Su in keeping with a “time-hon-
ored" tradltion, It was fitting for the
councit Monday te give Yeder i
wood-framed pendulum elock as a
token of the city's appreclation. He
also received a red carnation,

“0Oh God, !'m overwhelmed,” he

Yoder. But I've always respected his
feisty demeanor, dry wit, hlstorical
perspective and gutsy approach to
lawmaking.

Sometimes abrupt, he no doubt
has rubbed some constituents the
wrong way through the years. But
over the long haul, he kas been a
dedicated publle servamt In the
truest sense,

In saluting him at the start of the
council mecting Monday nlght, may-
or Shirley Richardson said to Yoder:
“Your endurance and longevily on
the clty cauncll has amazed me and
I'm sure others as well.”

She's right.

Even today, eight elections and
nearly 7,000 votes later, the furmer
planning commlssloner still drives
around the ¢ity before council meet-
ings — studylng vp, dolng his home-
wark, preparing to cast an Informed
vote.

His endurance, his longevity, his
knack for vote-gettlng, spring as
much from an understanding of what
makes Farmington tlck as they do

resp touched. Then
In typical Yoder understatement, he
added, “I have, for the most part, en-
Joyed these 25 years."  *

IT WASN'T surprising to sec
Farmington Department of Public
Safely director Frank Lauhofl give
Yoder his old fire hat as 3 “thank
you" for “all the time you've stood
outside and supported us at all the

res."

Yoder — a long-time community
booster — is that kind of person: car-
Ing, concerned, committed.

As Farmington Hills Mayor Jean
Fox put it in a special proclamation::
“He's approachable for many hu-
manltarian and civic causes import-
a{u to the well-being of the commu-
nity."” ‘ [
r&nyor Richardsen paid Yoder the
ultimate tribute Monday In conclud.
ing: “Farmington is a better city to-
day because of your service and
commitment, your love and loyalty
{0 our communlty.”

Enjoy your moment in the sun,
Ralph. You've earned it.

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer.

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, ariginat copies and include the address and tele-
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Northville ZIP
irks Hills man

To the editor:

1 would llke to respond (o your
March 18 article about new ZIP
codes.

1 have never heard of Mr. Majers
before (his artlcle appeared and he
certalnly does not speak for most of
us Farmington Hills resldents get-
ting our mail from the Northville
post effice.

Joanne Muollszewski would have
served your readers better by pre-
senting & balanced viewpolnt in her
artlcle, rather than just one side of
the story, The truth is far from Mr.
Majer's claim that “the feeling Is
1eave well enough alone.™

‘There are two very negative as.
pects of the slatlon that make it a
constant annoyance for my family
and neighbors.

The first, of course, is the recure
ring confusion for anybody we give
our address to because we are belng
forced to list our strect address as
belng in a different town {and even a
different county) than where it is ac-
tually located.

This drives delivery people erazy
and requires repcated explanations
and Instructlons. Even UPS fre-
quently puls packages on the wrong
route, causing unnecessary delays in
dellvery.

And then there is the constant ex-
plalning to friends, relatives and ac-
quaintences that "no, we really don't
live in Northvllte. . "

Could this be u point of confusion
to emergency services also? We've
been lucky enough not to have had
the opportunity to try that one out
yet, but T wonder whal pops up on
the 9-1.1 computer screen? Our
physical location or the phone num.
ber nddress with the Northville list-
Ing?

El'l\e second major problem s the
lack of normal service from the
USPS Itself. Since we are outslde the
city llmits of Northville, we get a
lower level of mail service on thelr
so-calted “rural route This is
where the carrler Is not required to
dellver packages that don't flt In the
mallbox.

I've spent more time golng to the
Northville post offlce with little yel-
low slips in my hand than in any
other lown ['ve ever lived In. It Isa
constant aggravatlon. The quality of
life we have come to expeet in a city
such as Farmington Hills is need-
lessly diminished by (his situatlon.
Many of us are not at all happy
about It,

Oh, by the way Mr. Majers, the
way to tell your magazine you have
a new malllng address Is simply to
send In the change of address form.
That’s why they are there.

Mark Yulll,
Farmiagton Hills

Agency gave
needed help

To the editor: ‘l

In a time when much of what we
see and hear on the news is about
people who are homeless and unem-
ployed, I am happy to know there is
an organization that is willing to
help those tn need.

I am a scnlor cltizen from the
Pentiac area. A few years ago, I was
uncmployed and recelving assist-
ance from the Department of Soclal
Serviee when a soclat worker told
me about the Qakland Livingston
Human Service Agency.

She sald they had a work program
for senlor citizens such as myself. {
applled and a couple of weeks later
recelved notlee that I was hlred.

I have been working part-time at
OLHSA since 1986 as a senfor aide,
It has been the most rewarding and
beneficicl work experience [ have
ever had,

Thanks to OLHSA, thelr program
helped me make money te pay my
rent, pass the time, be with others
and, most important, learn a number
of new skllis,

I worked In the agency's WATTS
room, toking phone calls from peo-
ple needing help. “

3
Mary Pollard,
Pontlae
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