By Robocca Haynos
staff wrlter

E WAKES UP cvery morn-
ing in the bedroom he
shares with 19 other boys.
He washes in the commu-

nal bathroom, goes to work and to
school, plays basketball In his spare
time, and visits hls family on weck.
ends,

At a glance, this might sound like
a typical routine for a college stu-
dent, but 17-year-old John Is doing
“time" for shooting somcone.

John Is a resident at Camp Oak-
land in the Work Education Pro-
gram. He was placed there by the
state of Michlgan in the hopes that
the camp's staff and
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| ast chance at life
Program at Camp Oakland teaches kids to stay out of prison

menltor his whereabouts.

John gets up with the other resl-
dents at 7 am. He goes to work.in
the morning and school in the after-
noon. All resldents are required to
hold part-time jobs,

Although he spent his first nine
months In the pregram working in
the warchouse on the camp's
grounds, he recently began a job in
the local community, which he'll
keep until he leaves the program In
June. As with all of the residents,
half of John's salary goes to the
camp, while the other half can go
into a savings account for use when
he leaves,

John s also taking additional
night classes, working on his GED,
which he in

would help him to straighten out his
tife, learn how 1o handle Iife's lumps
In a responsible way, and to choose
Iis fricnds wisely, steering clear of
those who might be a bad influcnce.

Although the shooting was ruled
self-defense, John, a Detroit native,
was arrested for carrying a
concealed weapon. His viclim was
not serfously Injured, and the Incl-
dent stemmed from a long-standing
argument and an attack agalnst
John's sister.

“They had to do something, they
couldn't just let me go,” he sald,

But John vlolated his probation,
which requlred periodic check-tns
with his probation officer.

“1 dldn’t report,” he said. “1 was
too busy working.

“THEY GAVE me chojces. They

June, School for the Work Educalion
resldents Is an individualized tutor-
Ing plan.

“The teacher, she tests you to see
where you are and she has different
books for diffcrent subjects and lev-
¢ls,” John satd. “1 try to look at this
like its a coltege, 'cause that's what I
want to do when Ileave.”

JOHN HOPES to attend Lawrence
Tech to study eleetrieal engincering,
or possibly Ferrls State University,
which he recently got to visit.

“At first 1 thought I wanted to
play basketball,” he said. “Butnnw]
know 1 really want to go to college.”

Debbie Shipman is John's teacher
at Camp Oakland.

“John is very consclentious. He's
been a good student since the time
he arrived,” she sald. “He's willing

sajd they could put me In
placement or on intensive probation
or 1 could come here,” John said. "I
plcked thls one ‘cause I thought It
was a good program. [ didn’t want to
g0 In a community placement 'cause
Fdidn't think I'd be able to stay."™
Intensive probation wasn't some-
thing he wanted because it would
have required him to wear an elec-
tronic devlce, allowing authorities to

to take ponslbility in
the program, which has sometimes
been a burden for him."”

Shipman sald John has good goals,
but added that going to and complet-
ing college will be the toughest chal-
lenge he's ever faced.

“It'll be a blg move for him to -

leave the Detrolt area, but he has
more golng for him than lots of gen-
tlemen who've .come through this

Volunteer committee

By Rebocca Haynes
staft writer

Carole Falberg wants to gct the
bali rolling.

The Beverly Hlils resident was an
active volunteer at Camp Oakland in
the ‘70, but 23 some of the key peo-
ple involved in the camp’s founding
cither died or moved away, the vol-
unteer program sort of fizzled.

“I felt that T had to have some
means of relating to the glrls, so I'd
come out and teach a yoga class at
Girls Ranch,” she sajd. “Kelly De-
Lorean came out here {to volunteer)
with her herses about the same time
Istarted.”

Once a month Falberg would also
set up a birthday table to help the
girls celebrate.

“We're trying to get a volunteer

- program golng again,” she said. "We
want to get women lo come out to
the camp to read to the children, to
help them write letters, to do u:lng,x
that a mother would help them with,

“I always llked belng out there
and I think others would teo," she
said. “So I called a few friends and
peaple who have been active in the
past.”

Those people gathered at Fal-

berg’s house recently for their flrst
officlal meeting. Later they toured
the camp, getting a flrst-hand look
atlts programs.

“THE FIRST time I ever lald eycs
on it (Camp Oakland) was the Fall
Festival (a September ‘89 fund-ra-
Iser), said Blrmingham resident
Jeanne Weston. "I had to change
some other priorities, but volunteer-

John finds a qulet place and some time for reflection in the
schedule he follows in the Work Education Program at Camp

program,” she sald. “It's a big
enoygh challenge for a stable young
person to go away to college. It's
even more dullcult for these kids,
considering the environment most of
them come from.”

Cassandra Bowers, assistant di-
rector of the camp, sald If she had
one plpe dream she wishes could
come true it would be to have the
control over the resldents’ home life
once they're gope that they have
while they’re in the program.

“IT WOULD be nice If we could
make changes in their home environ-
ments, but we can't,’ she said.
“We've found that most of the kids
who've gone through the program
have not gotten into trouble once
they've left.

't scems that as long as they have
some kind of tether to us they do

OK," she sald. “We have kids (for-
mer resldents) call us all the time If
they're having some difficulty or
can't seem to manage. We would

makes a fresh start

Christmas cards we sold as a fund-
ralser,” she said, “My father felt it
was very mportant for the commu-
nlty to work with the courts,

“He thought there should be a
staff of educated people who could

commitments arose and they had to
sibp gulng the child would be devas-
tated,” she sald. “There are a lot of
things we can't do now because of
liablity.

“We used to take the glrls out
" she said. “Now we would

provide an
for young pecple who didn't have
good role models,” Dentson said.

AL’rllOUGH ITS purpose has re-
mained the way the camp

Ing there Is
want to do.”

Weston sings sopranc at Kirk In
the Hills and Frankitn Community
Church and would llke to use those
talents in some capaclty at the
camp.

Voluntcers are needed In a varlety
of areas, from offlce clerical help to
working with camp residents. Eve-
ning and weckend hours are also
avallable for those who hold full-
time jobs.

Local art consultant Mary Deni-
son has strong ties to Camp Oakland
and was cager to take part in the re-
organization of its Women's Auxili-
ary. Her father, Judge Arthur E.
Moare was one of its founders,

“I was always an observer as a
teenager and 30 years ago got artists
to do the drawings we used for the
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/A NEW CHURCH IS UNDERWAY and
YOU ARE INVITED
to a Get-Acquainted Meeting
Thursday, April 5, 1990, at 7:30 p.m.

DISCIPLES CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OF NO

Join us for study and fellowship!

ev. Robert E. O'Brien

Orchard Hills Elementary School .
41900

off 10-Mile Road west of Meadowbrook

a Christian Church (DISCI%IES of Christ)
for the western su

(313) 455-4394
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programs operate has undergone
some change.

“1 rementber my father used to
brlng people (camp midcnu) home

Christmas time,” Denison sald.
"There used to be quite a bit of one-
on-one (with the resldents).

“Then their problems got to the
palnt where mey needed more pro-
{essional help,” she sald, adding
some of (he residents were there be-
cause they’d committed serlous
erlmes, “People were a little bit
more leery about inviting them into
thelr homes.”

Falberg remembered volunteers
choosing onc of the residents similar
to programs llke Blg Brothers/Blg
Slsters.

“They'd go out there and be all
gung ho for a while, but then if other

never think of taking on the respon-
sibility of taking them off the cam-
pus.”

THE WOMEN'S Auxlilary which
began 30 years ago look on fund-
raising as its primary responsibility,
They hosted events like movie prem.
{ers, bringing the stars to Detroit, as
well as celebrity golf tournaments.

‘The new group would like to do
fund-raising as well as volunteer
work on the camp’s grounds.

“There are some real tangible
things that can be done there, all we
have to do Is get the word out,” Fal-
berg said, “T do think that once we
get all of those patential

STEVE CANTRELL/stalt photographer

Oakland. Learning responslbillty and the ability to keep and do .

well at a job are two of the main

neyer turn them away if they ask for
help.

“Qur primary philosophy is to
teach them that you're responsible
for your own behavior by providing
choices,” Bowers said. “They can el-
ther suffer or be rewarded for the
cholices they make. These kids are
troubled, but with some help they
can turn it around.”

A large majority of the Work Edu-
cation resldents were involved in
narcatles, not as users, but as setlers,
she sald. If they're not able to
straighten up with the program’s
help, chances are they'll wind up in
jalter prison,

Occasionally they get a resident
llke John, who was never In trouble
with the law before the offense that
landed them there,

“There are a lot of kids who could
benefit from this program, but we
only have so much room,” Bowcrs
said, adding she recently recelved a
Ie“er from a former resident now in
jail.

“HE WANTED me to read hls let.
ter to the kids,” she sald. “He wanted
them to know that he hadn't paid at-
tentlon or done the things he should
have while be was here and tough
luck, Jook where it landed him.”

Aslde from academics, the resl-
dents also learn money management
and various llfe skills.

“'We try to teach them that even if
they don't have a lot of money they
can still feel OK about themselves

goals.

and nat have to worry about looking
over their shoulder for a police om-
cer,” Bowers said. "“Ani
quite surprised and pl
they see how qulckly Lhc money they
make while they're here accumu--.
lates.”

Bowers said there's a misconcep-
tion that juvenlle delinquents are .
stupld. ’

“Thcy may be ncadcm!ca]ly.,
deprived, but they're not stupid,” she
sald. “Once they've had the opportu
nlty to succeed in an academic
mosphere, most are just as compcw_ -
tive as any other student.”

The average length of stay in mc
program is 9-12 months, depending
on the progress of the youth, But-.
Bowers said a resldent can stay
longer if the staff feels be needs
more time.

*“They want to sce that you can
show good leadership and bave the
capability of meeting people in a
posilive way,” John sald, adding that
he thinks hls stay there bas taught
him to be more responsible and
level-headed, to think things through
instead of making rash declslons. .

John goes home to his parents’
house every weekend, and spends .
time with his toddler-age daughter.
The only thing he sald he'd change
about the program if he was able
would be to allow more home visits, -

“I think I've learned to work with -
prohlems h\stud ol jumping to con-
clusloris,” he said. “1 just had a ptvb-
lem being too iudepend ent.”

out there lhcy 11 be just as enthustas-
tic as we are.’

For more information on the
Women's Auxitiary or on volun-
teering at Camp Oakland, call
Karen Strang-Fecney, the camp's
special events coordinator, at 628-
2561 or 548-6417.
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Your Wedding Cake 5\~-
Should Be A Work OfArt |

We prepare our custom wedding
cakes to your specific order,
using only the finest ingredients.
We offer a varigty of decorative
touches including your fresh
flowers & greenery.
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Breads * Pies « Tortes
« Shower and Novelty Cakes -
* Chocolates & Confections -

EET Rkt T




