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Voters

By Darrall Clem
stall writer

Walled Lake School District voters
will be asked In June to overrlde a
state-mandated tax rollback — a
move school officials called neces-
sary to avold masslve budget cuts.

School trustees gave sweeplng ap-
proval March 8 to a proposal from a
citlzens panel that reccmmended
asking voters to override the
Headlee Amendment, whlch ties to
the inflatlon rate the amount of new
tax revenues a school distrlet can
callect.

No public opposition to the plan
surfaced during the March 8 meet-
ing. The dlstrlet Includes northwest
Farmington Hills,

Superintendent  James  Geisler
warned schoal officials that convine-
ing voters to approve the Headlee

overrlde in the June 11 election will
not be casy.

“I think we have to do a lot of edu-
cating within the community,” he
said, “We have our work cut out for

Distrlet voters rejected Headlee
override proposals by large margins
In 1887 and 1988,

The nine-member citizens panel
catled for the latest preposal March
1 In a three-year finance plan sub-
mitted to Ihe school board at the end
of a2 manth-long study.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS warned that
$3,5 million could be slashed from
next year’s budget alene if the
Headlee override falis, The latest
budget is $47.8 milllon.

School trustees blamed budget
woes on a stale schoel finance sys-
tem that relies on property taxes,

Walled Lake School District

The Walled Lake district serves students in part of the north-

west corner of Farmington Hills.

1o campaign for passage of the
Headlee override. Citlzen involve-
ment proved successful last year
when the district sought approval of
a $47.8 mlilllon bond issuc for new
constructlon.

AMONG THE other highlights of

“The way the state has set up merce Townshlp and W‘lxom have the finance ptan approved March 8:

funding of education puts us in a
box,” sald trustee Marc Belsky.

Belsky also noted the school dis-
trict has lost mitlions of dollars In
wauld-be revenues to munlelpalities
that legatly dlverted taxes to down-
town development projects, prompte
Ing schivol officials to ask voters to
help make up the losses.

“We're put in a position that we're
the bad guys," Belsky said.

Of the ninc municipalities served
by the Walled Lake district, Com.
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launched downtown development
projects, and the city of Walled Lake
hasinitiated such efforts.
Meanwhile, the school board ex-
pects to form a cltlzens commilttee

® Add 14 new classrooms to ex-
isting buildings, in addition to 23
rooms already added and Lwo new
schools In the works.

Meritorious service

Mercy Health Scrvices of Far-
mingth Hills named Joyee Brown-
Hassen, this year's recipicnt of the
Sister Mary Maurlta Sengelaub
Award for Mcritorious Service.

The reglsiered
nurse was honored
at a gathering of

sion and dedleation of Catherine
McAuley, foundress of the Sislers of

ercy.

Brown-Hassen Is the nurse spe-
cinlist at Heartslde Clinle, sponsored
by Mercy's Saint Mary's Health Ser-
vices in Grand Raplds. She was ree.
ognlzed for her work among the poor

will consider Headlee override

® Keep the school district’s tax
rate at no more than 38 mills if vot.
ers approve the Headlee override,
though the district’s authorlzation
would be up to 30.5 mills, A mlll I
$1 In taxes per $1,000 of state equal.
ized vatuation of property.

@ Identify and make publlc the
speclfic budget cuts that will be
made If the everride fails. Officials

+ have indleated cuts could be made In
classroom supplies, building repairs
and the teacher work force, among
ather arcas.

honored

and In kind services provided by
Salnt Mary's. The clinic offers pri-
mary care, help with substance
abuse, and AIDS counseling and test.
ing services. Saint Mary's provides
free laboratory, pharmacy, radiolo.
gy and outpaticnt scrvices to all
Heartside clients.

Mercy Health Servlces Is 2 Farm-
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EASTER SEALS'90

“The power to prervat

Lighting
348-4055
The Store With Bright Ideas

43443 Grand River At Novi Rd., Novi
M, Tu, W 9-6; Th & Fri 9-8; Sat 10-5
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Give the power to over-
come. Support Easter Seals.
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Traditional, Elegant. Especially appropriate L)
in lending a graceful touch to any
season, Affordably available at

Prices start at

$9995

While supplies last.

“A Stiffel lamp. The heart of a well-loved room.
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