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This week's question:
After a jet plane
plece fell Into a
Farmington Hillls
neighborhood last
week, do you have
any concerns about
flying?

We asked this question
at the Mid-Eleven
Shopping Center,
Middlebelt and 11 Mile.
Farmington Hills,

‘) Just came home
Salurday from a (light. It
was a big concern, but
what are you golng to do?
You've got to get home.*

— Jodi Mertz,
Farmington Hills

somothing updating

It's Just roally scary.’

‘I think it's pretty scary.
1 think they need to do

security and maintenance.

—~ David Calcatorra,
Hills businessman

‘I was roalty amazed {at
tho Friday Incident). | think
that's negligenco, ! really
do. This shouldn't happen.
1 am a tittle more foarfu).’

— Vlirginla Blaszczyk
Farmington Hills

‘I have salety concerns
about flying. | don't ity
often, but 1 plon to fly Ihls
woek. And | am
cancerned.”

to travel.’

— Henry Morrls
formerly of Farmington

'L did lly here, It scoms
1o me alrplanes aro alot
sator than any other way

-+ Mike Luxenberg
visiting Farmington Hills

‘I don't have any
concerns.’
— Jogl Kushner |
visiting tamily in Hills

Help urged in crackdown onillegal booze sales:.

By Casoy Hans
stalf wrller

Farmingten public safety efficials will
continue efforts to educate lNquor leense
holders in the city and have added a now
tactic to discourage selling alvohul to mi-

nors.

‘The department wants llcensees and their
employees to dlal 9.1+1 If someene is at-
tempting to purchase alcohol illegally. The
emergency phone system s used for all
types of “crime In progress" and public safe-
ty director Frank Lauhoff belleves lllegal al-
cohol purchases In his city quallly.

"A minor attempling to purchase alcohal,
a miner using false identification or an adult

are all erimes In progress,” Lauhoff said.
“Through thls cooperative effort with these
businesses, we hope to further reduce the
avallabillty of alcohol to minors.”

Detectives will make thelr annual spring
visits to Ilcensees to review the procedures
they use, and to assure that minors are not
obtaining alcohol from their locatlon. Licen-
sees witl also be glven stickers and other
ways to personally enforee liquor laws.

LAUHOFF PRESENTED his 1980 plans
to the city councll Monday. Letters explaln-
ing the new procedures are being sent to li-
censees thls month with a planned launch In
May. Licenscees must renew their licenses by
April 30 of cach year.

suance of any licenses this year, City Mana-
ger Robert Deadman warned the city will
continue to watch carefully.

“We believe councll should continue to
support an aggressive program for inspee-
tion,” he said, “and license holders should ke
aware that (ke city counclt will not be timid
in recommending nonrenewal of Class C Il-
censes if the situatlon warrants such action.”

In the early 1980s, the city took action
against Class C Jicense holder Bootleggers
Bar, succeeding In eventually removing the
Ticense and effectively shutting down the op-
cration after complaints from nelghbors liv-
Ing behind the bar. Lauhof! said since that
time, the state Liguor Contrel Commission
has become much more supportive in giving

Bab Farmington and nelghboring Farm-
Ington Hills have eracked down on illegal al-
cohol purchases, especially involving ml-
nors, during the 1980s. Since 1986, both cltles
have conducted Hquor sting operations using
underage caduts as decoys to check stores
and bars,

FARMINGTON'S MOST recent sting op-
eration was conducted last October, when
14, or 54 percent, of the city's licensed busi-
nesses sold to the cadet and were ticketed.
The city has seven Class C licenses, four
puckage liques locations and 15 beer and
wine licensees

Of those recelving tlckels, two pleaded
gulity in Farmington’s 47th Distrlct Court
and were flnud, three were taken under

fines, and the others pleaded not guilty and =
are awaiting trlal.

Although more than balf the licensees
failed to operate properly In the recent |
sting, Laubioff sald that number js down*
from o sting operation In 1986, “We'ré: '
pleased there's been an improvement. Res
duelng it at all lssllll{‘?ood." N

COUNCIL MEMBERS were pleased with-*
stepped-up efforts by the department, and -

said they would look for even more progress‘ -

pe

i the coming year. “J guess, personally,
would like to sce them drop down further,
said Mayor Shirlcy Richardson, .
“The message we'd llke 1o get across;
whether they're 8 or 80, when someone
walks in the door, you check their proof

attempting to purchase alcohol for

DDA eyes better retail mix, merchant involvement

By Casoy Hans
stalf writer

miners

“We just don't want the thing to
drop,” sald DDA board member and

A Farmington Downtown Devel-
opment Authority subcommlttee ls
fine-tuning ways to better Involve
merchants, and to bring a healthier
retall store mix to the downtown.

The group met last week, and
plans to meet agaln Aprit 24, to gel
ideas on how they can package
downtown Farmington and sell it to
those already here, and others who
might locate businesses here, DDA
members believe their board has o
be a catalyst.

Frank Clap-
pison, “We necd to flgure out how we
can get a larger group to buy In. It's
golng to be the assoctation of land-
lords who will say, ‘We want this (re-
tall) mix." That's where we've fallen
short.”

Members also sald more door-to-
door, personal contact was needed
with current businesses,

The downtown marketplace has
been an ongolng Issue with the DDA
board for several years, It came to
the forefront at a recent DDA board

Although the city wlll not object to is-

vlotators heavy fines,

meeting, where members decided to

make it a priority Jtem on their

agendz.

THE NINE-MEMBER DDA board

was formed by the Farmington Cily

Council in 1986 to develop a phylsl-
an

advisement for six months and given $200

borders.

‘The DDA Promotions Commiltee
has met over the past two years to
discuss these murketing issues. The
DDA is currently in the middle of a
two-year promotions effort with

A of Farm-

cal, pe imp

in a specitied section, which Includes
most of the clty’s central business
distriet,

Now In the mldst of ils $1.4 mil-
lon mprovement program, the DDA
is also concerned that marketing re-
juvenation efforts in the city move
forward In light of growing competi-
tion bath within the city and at its
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ington Hills, which has brought peo-
ple dowatown through the recent
Downtown Day hot deg promotlon
and other events.

Now, the DDA wants local busi-
nesses to get involved and find ways
draw these visitors info thelr stores
and offices.

DDA exccutive director Wendy

Strip Sittsamer sald (he DDA has
taken an “Incremental approach” to
the downtown program, beginning
wlith the streetscape program, add-
ing a promotlons element last year,
and now looking at the everall mar-
keting picture.

“Two years ago, we weren't even
looking at a promotions component,”
she sald. “We haven't taken the ag-
gressive approach of stealing stores
from others downtowns.

Maria Fomin of Hermanoff, who
delivers a regular downtown

b said she

added councilwoman JoAnne Meshane,

pay off.

Clappison sald the DDA has only ..
one year (o implement a program In-
volving all of downtewn, and helping.;
businesses to help themselves, The..;
current Hermanoff project wlll then-,,
be uver. That program Is financed
partially by the DDA, and by several, -
major downtown landlords. -

Promations committee chalrman |
Greg Hohler suggested the group |
create a sales package, divide the

0
thinks the DDA effort 1s starting to

downtown into slices, aud have DDA '
TS leam up with te
talk to others.
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