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Oakland’s solid waste plan still afloat

BY Pat Murphy
stpff writer

Oakland's solid waste program Is
a ship still salling. It's drifted at
times, and floundered. Furthermore,

g the of the

proposed Qakland Coupty solld
wiste program is something llke
whtching a mavle about the Titanic.
‘Admlttedly it's taking great llber-
ties to compare the two, but there's a
whimsical parallel between the
mhlden voyage of the Tilanle and
layinching Qakland’s solld waste pro-
gram.
There's one big ditference, of
cdurse. The Titanle is history, a ship
that went down 78 years ago on
il 14-15 In 1912, after hitting an
icgberg in the north Atlantic. About
1,500 people dled.

>

would llke to sink it. And
palitieal llves may be in peril.

But Oakland’s ship of solld waste
Is still aftoat and may yet reach
port, despite hazardous waters
ahead,

Oakland solid waste program was
formulated over nearly two decades.
Plans were in the works cven before
state law mandated countles to draft
thelr own plans to handle solid
waste, or face the possibHity of stale
officials dolng It for them.

AND OAKLAND PLANNERS
came up with a luxury liner — 2

| . .but Headlee

threatens suit on

‘no vote’

By Pat Murphy
staffwriter

0Oakland officials may yet aveld a
legal confrontatlon over allegations
they are violating the state Constitu-
tlon by not attowing resldents to vote
on funding its proposed solid waste
prugram, accordIng to commissioner
Roy Rewold, chatrman of the board
of commissioners. .

“I,belleve we can still talk to Mr,
(Richard H.) Headlee," Rewold told
the county's Solid Waste Task Force
Tuesday. “But we won't know for a
whlle”

Rewold, a Republican from Ro-
chester, was referring to Headlee's
threat to sue officlals, If necessary,
to force a vote on thelr plan to
pledge tax funds to guarantee bonds
to flnance the solid waste program.

Oakland County Is scheduled to be-
gintselllng up to $500 milllon In
bonds this summer to flnance a
trash-to-cnergy Inclnerator, a Mater
rldl Recovery Facllity (MRF) for re-
cycling, composting factlities and
landfill capacity.

In a suprise move Friday, Headlce
not{fled County Clerk Lynn D, Allen
he plans to sue If the county goes
ahgad with plans to scll bonds to
"nilll_l!c the solid waste plan, the $10
milllon computer center and the $80
miltlon addltion to the courthouse,

HEADLEE, AUTHOR of the 1978
Headlee Tax Amendment and chair-
man of a watchdog organization
called Taxpayers United, claims
selling those bonds without a vote of
the people Is unconstitutional,

“The Constilutlon requires that
bonds, like tax increases, must be
approved by a majority vote of the
people,” Headlee sald in his letter,

Rewold sald he and other county
oftfclals met with Headlee last year
to Piscuss hls concerns and came
awny belleving Headlee would not
chalipnge their solld waste plans.

“Pm not that commilted lo the
comiputer center or the courthouse
addifon,” Rewold said. “But I am
corfimitted to the solid waste plan
and: still hope we can convince Mr.
Hebdlee not to sue over it.”

Heyiold and other officials disa-
gregaxith Headlee on the need for a
voleat least on the solid waste plan.

ﬁ;y say the county's corporation

bonds

‘'m not that
committed to the
computer center or the
courthouse addition.
But ! am committed o
the solid waste plan
and I stifl hope we can
convince Mr. Headlee
not to sue over it.’
— Roy Rewold
counly board chairman

IN A PHONE conversatlon Tues-
day, Headlee sald he initlally agreed
not to Intervene when the county
tried to sell solid waste bonds.

“Our discussions convinced me
they dldn’t Intend to circumvent the
will of the people (by not holding a
vote.),” Headlee sald.

Headlee said he changed his mind,
however, when Oakland also an-
nounced It would also sell so-called
limited obligation bonds to finance
the $10 million computer center and
the $80 milllen addition to the court-

cogfsel concurs with their conten- house.
tlogg{hat a vote is not necessary “It's sheer arrogance on the part
cagad bonds for the solid waste plan  of county officlals to think they don't
wogy be pald off by user fees, need a vote of the people before
ra ‘.fg ihrm\ tax money. committing tax money.”
q <
‘It's sheer arrogance

on the part of county
officials to think they
don't need a vote of
the people before
committing tax
money.’

— Richard Headles
Taxpayers United chairman

kland County senlor citizens,
scdpédce providers and other Interest.
$ideople are invited to attend a
hearing sponsored by the
ency on Aging 1-B.

Community Focal Polnts

pe 9:30 a.m, Friday, April 37, at

p Village City Hall, 27400
thileld Road.

blic comments will assist the

: In finalixing planning and

prioritles for older adults in

as well as Livingston, Ma-

'_gency on aging
ets public hearing

comb, Monroe, St. Clalr and Wash-
tenaw countles, Coples of the pro-
posed annual implementation plan
summary for fiscal year 1901 and
proposed community focal points
will be available at the Oakland Liv-
Ingston Human Servico Agency, 198
Oakland Ave., Pontlac, 858-5198, and
the Oakland County Reference LI-
brary, Executlve Office Building,
1200 N. Telegraph, Pontlac, B838-

w;'iuenAtatlmony on the proposed
plan will be accepted through April
28 at the Area Agency on Aging 1-B

office, 20308 Southfield Road, South-

flold, M1 48076, -

analysis

$470 million program designed to
handle trash well into the 21st centu-

ry.

Captalns Danlel T. Murphy and
Roy Rewold, county executive and
chairman of the Oakland Board of
County Commlssloners, respectlvely,
have touted the plan 2s a model for
other communities to emulate,

1t calls for a $175 million waste-
(o-energy Incinerator; a $30 million
Materfal Recovery Facllity (MRF)
to recycle glass, metal and other
reusable materlal; composting facile
itles to convert grass clippings and
Teaves into fertilizer; and landfill fa-
chlities for Inclnerator ash and trash
that can't be burned or recyeled.

The county’s solid waste program
seems perfect — on paper anyway
.« . much llke the Titanic seemed
unsinkable.

This week In particular, the solid
waste program scemed to be sailing
along, gathering a full head of
steam.

HERE ARE SOME slgns of
smooth salling:

# Blds on the Materlal Recovery
Facllity (MRF) came in about 45
percent under the anticlpaied cost —
about $15.5 millllon, rather than the
expected $30 milllen.

Navigator Roger Smith, dircctor
of Qakland’s solid waste unlt, told
the county's Solld Waste Task Force
that lower-than-expected hids would
result in lower-than-expected tipp-
Ing fees.

® The 90-day perlod for public
comment on the solld waste pro-
gram (known as the 641 plan)
cla at § pm. last Thursday.

Although complaints were so nu-
merous that offlclals welghed them
— rather than counting them —
Smith and others sald most objec-
(ions were aimed at three proposed
landfhlls,

An cstimated 90 percent of the
hundreds of complaints were aimed
at the county-owned 40-year land(Lil,
the Holly Disposal landfill In Holly
Township and the Holloway Type 111
land{ill in Novl Township.

Offlctals hope to mollfy opposition
by abandoning plans for a county-
owned 40-year landfill and cancel-
ling plans for dumps in Holly and
Novi townships.

Surprisingly, officials sald they
recelved “very few” complaints
about locating the waste-to-encrgy
in Auburn Hills, dircctly west — and
upwind — of upscale Rochesier
Hllts,

“I've received a number of com-
plaints,” said Commlssioncr Donald
Bishop, R-Rochester, “But only one
or two about the Inclnerator.”

® Oakland's solid waste plan has
been endorsed — incinerator and ail
— by the East Michigan Eaviron-
mental Actlon Councll.

‘That endorsement is mostly sym-
bolic. But it seems to weaken opposl-
tion based on environmental con-

cerns.
But while these developments are

favorable, Oakland's solld wastc pro-
gram is still a long way from port.
Titanic was crulsing along too, until
It reached the icebergs.

Qakland's plan scems to be cruis-
ing along. But there's a sense of fore-
boding. Reports of icebergs are in-
creasing.

HIERE'S A FEW:

o Richard H. Headlee, chairman
of the watchdog group Taxpayers
United and author of the tax amend-
ment, has notifled county officials he
will sue If they don’t allow resldents
to vote on the solid waste plan, the
$10 milllon computer center and the
$80 million additlon to the court-
house.

“I'm not necessarily opposed to
Qakland's solld waste plan,” Headlee
said in a phone Interview Tuesday.
“But I think county officlals (specifi-
cally Captains Murphy and Rewold)
are arrogant ta commit the county’s
full faith and credit to these plans
without first getting voter approv-
al.” (See related story)

Rewold and others say they wel-
come publlc comment on the solid
waste plan. But they candidly
predict vaters will shoot the solld
waste plan down if they get the
chance.

& A story in The Qakland Press
Sunday reported that County Execu.
tive Murphy — who- has guided the
waste program since It was launched
~ recelved more than $20,000 in
contributlons from companies that
could get substantial contracts If the
plan is implemented.

Such contrlbuttons are completely

legal. But the mere hint of a possible
conflict of interest could stir the po-
litical waters well Into 1992 when

. the exceutive is up for re-electlon.

® There are growlng indlcations
that opposition from Rochester Hills
~— downwind nzighbors of the pro-
posed incinerator in nelghboring Au-
burn Hills — ls surging.

An Increaslng number of letters to
the editor and telephone complaints
seem to Indicate citizens In that af-
fluent community are getting in-
creasingly angry about the threat to
llving standards and property val-
ues.

“BURNING Is not the answer,”
one Rochester Hills couple wrote 1o
Rewaold, thelr county commissioner.

Thelr letter also contalned the hint
of a political threat against Rewold
who is up for re-election this fall.
“You will be remembered at elec-
tion time,” the couple reminded
Rewold.

Oakland's 641 Committee — offi-
cially the Solld Waste Planning Coin-
mittee formulated under Public Act
641 — s scheduled to meet tonight
in the county auditorium.

Chairman James G, Meenahan
sald the committee Is also prepared
to meet next week as members re-
view solld waste plans to be submit-
ted to state officlals for review.

Oakland's solid waste plan doesn’t
have a theme song and the 641 com-
mittee Isn't scheduled to plck ane.
But if the committee were to select
one, the odds-on favorite would un-
%;ubtcdly be, “Nearer My God to
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