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REG HALL AND Robin

Brant describe the comedy

. revues they put together

for their ensemble, the Ear-

1y Monday Mornlng Show, as good,
clean, stupid, silly humor.

bers when a member of

their audience said he loved the show
and only later realized that the group
didn’t do anything dirty.

Their shows sklts, com-
ercials and a bit of music, as well
as spotllght solo segments, have
‘been compated to Carol Burnett and

the group are better in a club set-
ting, others in a theater, some at im.
»

Secand City pi — corny,
sprinkled with slapstick and featur-
Ing absurd characters, but essentlal-
Iy clean,

Hall remembers when a member
of thefr audicnce sald he loved the
show and only later realized that the
group didn't do anything dirty, Hall
calls that *a cool compliment.”

A favorlte skit, “Let's Spawn,”

“takes off on “The Dnllng Game" and

“uses members of the audlence as the

bachelors or the bachelorettes, Lusty
double entendre often entivens com-
ments In the improvisational skit,
but Brant says the ensemble “tries
{0 bring back comedy the way it was
before the onslaught of the ‘I word
and the publlc gropings” that often
are staple fare for nightclub comedy
acts.

“WE ALSO TRY (o stay away
from political humor,” Hall says.

Brant adds, “That stuff gets dated
fasl. We go for ageless comedy.”

The Early Monday Morning Show
will do a two-hour beneflt perform-
ance at § p.m. Easter Sunday at the
Attic to help the downtown theater
resolve its financlal problems. The

: company Is booked at Joey's Comedy

LR LY LARTALAAY b g

and Sports Emporium In Allen Park
un Wednesday-Saturday, May 23-26,
and at Joey's Comedy Club in Livos
nia on Wednesday-Saturay, July 18-
21,
+ The group was featured on the
table TV show “Spotlight on Come-
tly" last spring, performed at the
Upstate Theatre in Redfotd In Janu-
ry and put on a show liberally laced
With humor at the Edlson Boat Club
on St. Patrick's Day,

Corporate booklngs dot the
},raups calendar, with many of the

pr

HALL WRITES 80 percent of the
scripts. In fact, he stockplles materl-

bine bold patterns and Walt Disney
colors, He descrlbes himsell as
“looking llke a bear" — a nice bear
as in Smokey the —.

By day, he works for a market re-
search company finding out people’s

al, some for

shows, and some, like lhe scripts for
a dozen movles he has written, he
hopes to Introduce someday when fie
has become a “known" entertalner.

Hls movle scripts run the gamut
from “silly cornball comedy and su-
perhero fantasy to heavy drama.”
Brant says many of Hall's scripts for
the ensemble begln as skeletons, and
everybody adds to it, improvising di-
atogue and polishing the timing.

The pair say the two of them work
well together, in part because Brant
speclalzles In slapstick and loud,
rowdy comedy and Hall sits back
and detivers the witly line.

Where do they get thelr ideas?
From life experlence, they agree,
and launch into a story about how
the three old men, their favorite
characters, came to be, One day Hall
and Brant played hooky from wark
and hung out in a bar featuring 35-
cent draft beers. “There was nobody
under the age of 90 in the place,”
Brant recalls.

They listened to the old fellows

to products proposed for
the car industry. The research com-
pany was looking for interviewers,
and when Hall sald he had been a
talk show host and worked on cable
television, he got the job because
they Iﬂgurcd he could talk well with
e,

ple,

Hall grew up in Maryland and he
says he was “"shy and Introverted in
grade school,” He remembers the
day he gave an oral presentation and
discovered his aptitude for comedy.
‘The asslgnment called for partners.
“I didn't have a partner,” he says,
“so 1 brought my sister’s hideous,
ratty-haired baby dall to be my co-
anchor, I became kind of popular af-
ter that. Everybody sald, ‘Hey,
you're a funny guy.' "

From hls grade school smash de-
but as a rookie comedlan, he honed
his talents by watching the masters.
“I grew up In the ‘Saturday Night
Live’ generatlon,” he says, and ex-
plains he can watch Bill Murray
movies over and over and over,
“Jonathan Winters is a master of im+

happily make with a
few words and phrases that said
nothing much, but everything neces-
sary, The old men whiling away the
afterncon over a few beers kept
conversations afloat with stock com-
ments like “Yep,” “Nope,” “Not like
in the old days.” "Don’t make ‘em
like they used to."

HALL AND BRANT went home
and created three outrageous old
codgers who have become regulars
in the ensemble's collection ul Toony

di Tove, Hall and

dates return The com-
edy ensemble has just begun {liming
the pilot of a local weckly TV show.

. The Early Monday Morning Show
ensemble consists of 10 comedians
‘~ six men and four women — young
entertatners, who are nearly all in
helr 20s. Only flve perform for any
‘given show. Hall and Brant, as the
group's founders and princlpal
wirters, perform with every show
‘and rotate other players, depending -
‘on the booking, Hall says, “Some in

Brant also play a palr of loutlsh
country boys known as the Phlem
Brothers. Hall says, “They're the
most asinine, stupld country peaple,
and they solve the great unsolved
mysteries llke What Is Blg Foot?
Who Shot Kennedy? and Is Elvis
Dead?"

Greg Hall is o big, easy guy with a
beard. He often sports a Seattle Sea
Hawks cap on his head and slapdash
clothes that unconventionally com.
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he adds, but says his
own style “leans mward the witty di-
alogue of Groucho Marx,”

DURING HIGH SCHOOL he start-
ed a comedy group called none other
than the Early Monday Morning
Show because its first steady book-
ing was Sunday nights and the
group’s members used to joke that
they performed early Monday morn-
ings. He brought the olfbeat name
with him nearly flve years ago when
his family moved te Troy, where his
father still lives.

Hail says of himself, “I'm just a
mutant, the lunatle son In a family of
very conservative nine to five types”
= except for his grandmother, The
gene with the devilish sense of hu-
mor must skip generations because
Hall says, “Some of my best stull
comes from my geandmother.”

Brant, on the other hand, describes
his whole family as “a tad left of
center, When you go to the house,
you never know what to

Their specialty is good cl

ean fun

In Three Old Men skit (above) are Andy
Jentzen (left), Grcg Hnll and Robin Brant of the

9 Show

and Brant (below) appear in a skit as the
Phiem Brothers.
Hatl

Early

expect.”Brant, who llves in Troy,
met Hall when they were werking at
the same club. A commercial artist
by day, Brant designed the Bad Boys
10go and creates all the Plstons T-
shirt art. He often wears sweatshirts
blazing with his own designs.

Brant says of his Initlation into
comedy, “I remember joking my
way out of a lot of lights, Itke 2
Splderman character, so 1 wouldn't
get my face beat In.” His sense of
humor got him into as much trouble
as |t got him out of,

“I gat into trouble doing improvi-
satlons of the high school teachers,”
he says of hls years at Notre Dame
High School, “In fact, I got into trou-
bie so often they put me on the P.A.
making announcements $o0 they
knew where I was at all times.”

THAT LED TO doing voices on the
radio for Jim Harper and Dick Pur-
tan, He played sports for a while un-
til, "Everybedy in football grew ex-
cepl me.” During high school he took
every art class available and per-
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Radisson Plaza Hotel at Town Center

Spectacular Champagne Easter Brunch Buffet
at the elegant Radisson Plaza, with live music
for your entertainment.

Menu

Fresh Fruit and International Cheese Display
. Fresh Vegetable Crudités with Assorted Dips
Amay of Salads with Dressings
Paté Display, Deli Meats
Lo, Fresh Bagels and Cream Cheese
Chef-carved Rounds of Beef and Legs of Spring Lamb
Belgian Waffles and Gourmet Omelettes made to order
Tri-Colored Tortellini, Sauteed Green Beans
Scrambled Eggs with White Wine and Gruyere Chease
Blintzes with Strawberry Sauce, Brandied Peach Crepes
Seafood Casserole, Bacon and Sausage
Baked Chicken with Tomato Vinaigrette
Luscious Homemade Desserts, Pastries and Breads
Brunch setved from {1 a.m. to 3 p.m. Reservations suggested.

51695 for adults, $7.95 for children under 10 years of age,
Free sheltered parking for guests.

Call 827-1382 for reservations.

Radisson Plaza Hotel
AtTown Center

1500 Town Center

. Southfield, Michigan 48075

Celebrate
EASTER

’\/\,

Y.

Enjoy Easter dinner with Red Wing coach Jacques
Demers at his restaurant in the atrium of Embassy
Suites Hotel-Southfield,

OUR EASTER BUFFET FEATURES:

CARVING STATION
Roast Tom Turkey
Honey Glazed Ham

Roast Prime Rib of Beefl

HOT ITEMS INCLUDE

Whipped Idaho Potatoes
Haoney Glazed Carrots
with Raisins
Sweet Potatoes
Hickary Frled Chicken
Baked Boston Scrod
with Newburg Sauce
Sweet Corn As<otied Herring
Leg of Lamb Suup
So make your reservatlons now 1o enjoy a New Southfield
Easter Tradition - Dinnet and more at lacques Demers.
ADULTS $15.95 CHILDREN 5-12 $9.95
SENIORS $14.95
SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 1990

Reservations Phone 355-2050

Seating From | 1:30 - 6,00 PM.

PASTA STATION
ASSORTED PASTRY TABLE
OMELETTE STATION
o

WASFFLE STATION
“All Day Long

SALAD BAR
Fresh Fruit Disptay
Inteenational Cheese
& Hread Board
Poached Norweglan Salman
Lovs & Bagels
Smuked White Fish

SUITES

eservnllnns I‘hnne 350-2
28100 Franklin Road, Southfield, M 000

. ‘Owned & Operated by the erlncmnl Gioup, In(

_Thursday. Apnit 5, 199¢




