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It’s the fourth time,
but musical is still fresh

Performances of the Trinity
House Theatre production of
“Junior High" by Paul Patton
continue through Saturday, April
28, in Livonia, Tickets are $6. For
resernations call 464-6302.

By Richard Marsh
spaclal wrltor

Staging the musleal "Junior High”
is becoming a regular occurrence at
the Trinity House Theatre. The Livo-
nia group is putting on the show for
the fourth time since it was written
in 1981,

In spitc of the numerous times the
musical has been done by Trinlty
House, It continues to wear well, and
played to a scll-out house Saturday
evening.
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Wrltten by Livonia resident Paul
Patton, the musical Is a nostalgle
look at life, as a 13-year-old at a De-
lwlljunlor high school in 1965.

The combinatlon of Hvely musle,
strong acting and execllent staging
by director Timma Pcterman make
the show a truly enjoyable night out.

Thanks o good makeep and ¢os-
tumes, most of the cast are able to
present (he proper visual imagery of
Jjunior high students, Ronald Evans
as greaser Jon Harrls is the hardest
to visualize in the role of a junior

high student because of his large
body size and mature facial features.

DAN GRAJEK as Benny Hopklns,
through whose eyes we see (he story,
glves a fine portrayal of the wimpy
Benny. ‘The only thing detracting
from his performance Saturday was
a few sceming Japses in remember-
Ing his next lne,

GraJek [s backed up by a flne sup-
porting cast, all of whom deserve ac-
claim for thelr work,

‘The four-plece orchestra — Cathe-
rine Krenek on plano, Terry Birkett
on gultar, Neal Krenek on bass and
Erlc Fass on drums ~ is up lo the
task of providing lively accompani-
ment and is onc of the keys to the
success of the show,

Most of the weaknesses in the pro-
ductlan come from the script ltself.
After a rousing start, the play drags
needlessly long [n the flrst act, There
also are some scenes which do not
flow with the rest of the show.

Dan Grajek as Benny Hopkins (center) gets

roughed up by FRon Evans as Jon Harris {left)  “Junior High.”

One example is the pajama party
seene where the mother of one of the
girls crashes the party because she
does not want o be home alone, This
bit scems like it was borrowed from
another play and stuck tn.

The resolutlon of Harrls' beating
up Benny because Benny s a
“weasel” seems a blt too tidy as

Although the show Is set in a jun-
lor high, some peaple may find the
clrcumstances and characters more
appropriate for a high school sctting.
1t depends on the playgoers back-
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and Dan Rimer as Ken Coffee in the musical

ground as to where these events fit,
juntor high or hlgh school.

One thing which does scem out of
place Is the way the show closes,
Usually when the cast takes its bows
and the finale Is played that Is the
end of the show,

In “Junior High," after the finale,
the manologues of five of the charac-
ters heard in the beginnlng are re-
peated by the respective actors.
Whatever cffect is achieved by clos-
ing with the monalogues is lost by
txavhlg the finale coming before-
ant
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Every year hundreds of thousands of
kids are thruwn away. Fut out onto the
streets. With no job, no money and
nowhere to go. But now there is a
nunber (ur kids 1o call. ‘The Covenant
House Nineline helps kids with food,
“thing, a place 1o steep and, most of

all, someone to talk to. To get help in|
your homuuwn. call our Nineline
1-800<
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