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Oriental rugs regain center stage in home decorating

'By Barbara Mayer
AP Newsfealures

Oriental rugs have long been a
decorating favorite, but as part of
the current emphasis on tradltional
decor they're particularly au
courant

With museun couperation, new
copies are being mude uf rare old
orlginals. An edvcational scries on
Oriemal rugs, “Art Under Fout, s
iring o many public TV stations
And five lectures on antique Orien-
wals are set for Christle’s auction
nouse 1n New York an the spring

The wide disparity in price and
patterns and confusing marketing
methods make choosing an Orlental
ditficult, according to John Kurtz,
host of the PBS serles. Adding 1o the
dilemma are dealers with perennial
going out of business’ sales and fie-
titious price reduetions ol 40 to 60
- percent. he xald

No wmatter the type. sain Kurie,
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every Orientat should be evaluated
un the quality of wool and workman-
ship and the appeal of color and de-
sign. While the latter two character-
istles are more subjective than the
first two, experts usually agree on
which rugs are more desirable and
which are less su

Even a novice, said Kurlz, can
soon distingulsh between good woaol,
which resembles the hand of a flne
wool suit. and one of [esser quallty.
which itiay feei harsh and scratchy
Beware, however the oo soft rug. It
won't wear well.

Both natural vegetable dyes,
which give a softer color, and the
more common chrome dyes are ex-
cellent. Aniline synthetic dyes, which
yuu may find in some older rugs, are
not reliably durable, Kurtz said.

While there arc plenty of old
Unentals around, many new rugs
are being woven, An interesting ven-
ture begun in 1984 15 the partnership
between the rug-weaving city of Ti-
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anjin, China, and 4 rug merchant In
Philadelphta. The: cooperative pro-
duces authorized coples of master.
plece rugs from eight museums,

THE RUGS arc sold mainly
through high-end home furnishings
stores.

Cooperating museums are Inde-
pendence Hall; the National Trust
for Historic Preservatlon; The Pres-
crvatlon Society of Newport, R. L:

it takes to be a knowledgeable buyer
and why buying un imported Orien-
tal Is so complicated.

Imported Orlentals generally
come from ope of four sources: a
cotlage industry, small or large fac:
tory or from nomadle tribes who
weave as they go. Appearance dlf-
fers with cach source.

Some areas provide all sources. In
Turkey, for example, there are fac-
tarles, cottage Industries and some
tribal rug

Winterthur Museum in
Del., Muscum of Fine Arts in Boston;
Historle Charleston Foundation, His.

Besldes where they are made and
how they are made, rugs can also be
g o pattern. But

toric Natchez and the
British National Trust.

Copics from the Muscum of Deco-
rative Arts In Paris and the Brook.
Iyn Museum wlil soon be available,
according to Roy Maloumtan, presi-
dent of the Philadelphia company.

Each collection includes just a few
rug designs in several sizes from 4
by 6 to 11 by 18 feet. Prices range
from $800 to about $8,000 There are
runners from 10 (o 20 feet long. Cus:
tom sizes o any length and as wide
a» 20 feet arc available. Delivery for
 custom s ug 1S about ony year

The five seminars al Christtes ui
ganized by Keith Wayne, head uf the
rug and carpet department In New
York, are designed to focus on what
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traditlonal patterns of anc arca may
be copled by another. As an Invest-
ment, Wayne says It is better to buy
a rug in the area where the pattern
originated.

OLD RUG or new? Pampered
rugs that have mellowed and devel-
oped patina aee favored by those
who believe older rugs are usually
more finely woven

But, sald Wayne. at the high no
aew 2Ugs wie very, very good.”

Damaged rug? It an antique On
wntal is otherwise pleasing, some
damage Is n¢ reason to pass It up,
Wayne sald, unless you are extreme-
ly sensitive to visible slgns of wear
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and rewoven patches. the floor before you tuke it When
Buying at auclion can save money, you buy retuil, you can usuully take
but you don't get to see the rug on  a rug howne on approval
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Built by Litestyle Homes

Create an efficient,
basic home workshop

By Roader's Digest
For AP Newsleatures
stall writer

1 you dream of an efficient, func
tiona) place to work on projects and
store tools, here are some hints to
help you get started on your ideal
home workshop.

A workbench is the heart of «
workshop A sturdy 2 by 4 frame
1opped by u double layer of ¥e-inch
plywood wlll serve as an excellent.
easy-10-make workbench

1t 4 full-sized bench takes up mote
space (han you pave, you van build »
fold-down unit Use 4 sulid cor doui
for the bench top, fasten it to w aahi
using a pianv hinge. Suppory the
front vdge «ith 2 by 4 legs attached
with ninges and folding leg brackews
that lock upen.

Because conerete s hard on the
feet and damages tools that are
dropped accidentally, cushion the
workshop floct with plywood ot an
old carpet.

Storing Tools

Here are somw ops for exgunding
storage space

# A ouck 01 the duue toor cuck oy
great {or storing simall teols and sup
plies.

® You can store toals on wall hooks
or an a peg board. Palnt the outline
of each (ool on the surface to remind
you and others where 1o replace it.

f'u ke o handy ruck fur stiew
drivers and other stall wols. dnle ..
series of % 1o 2 Inch holes thiough o
i by 3 Mount the rach an the wui
with L brackets

A good way to 0sguntze eashels
und auts is to hang them accurding
to size on large salety pns ar o
wire coat hangers ahose accks hive
Been umwisted.

dars with screw tupe an 10ead v
storing stmall fetis such o> aakl:
SLIEWS UL and bults You can dus
Ble your shelf capacity Dy wCIvwiLg
aumc of the far dids (o the underside:
L the shelves Piaw o iueh auwabic,
undet the teat si the suees « that
e 1a ave's Luds. #her yuu ansticw
the jar U sttach the Tic “th twe
serews

1 yuu aeed o fath to stule abla
sive sanding discs, cut off % (6 b vt
at aluminun pic plate and fasten it
tu the wall. boltom side ut

Safety Precautlons
When working with any power tvol
use only i heavy-duty grounded
(three-prong) extensior, cord that s
14-guuge vt larger

U Keep plave wid Jods ol ol
WL aay 4 Yuu aath duok the slack
JI u long spriog sutewed anto the
cething above youl workbench

(Need hetp on o home cepuit o
amprovement  project?  Wrtte
Reader's biest, PO Box Fou.
Pleasantville, NY 105707000 )

GOLF VIEW

UNITS
AVAILABLE

"2 & 3 BEDROOMS
3 FULL BATHS

From $150.000 §

> Offering very destrable Condormiuns in o
very SELECT Location thesw are diftuseny SELECT
Unit types and you may choose trom 1/ ditferent

SELECT Efevations,

On Grand River, West of
Drake in Farmington Hills
Open Mon, thru Fri, 1 to 6
{yes, including Thurs.)

B Sar, & Sun, Noon to 5

478-5656

Built by _
Tri-Mount’

DETACHED 1 STORY CONDO HOMES

€

MOVE IN FOR JUST
89,900*

& SAY GOODBYE TO
MOWERS,
SHOVELS.

RAKES &

the prlvaey’of a :lng!e’ family residence.
Visit Pointe, \(

tree living with

adult-

single-story homes.
$89,900.% .

rakes & shovels ...foreves.

& 3 Bedrooms

@ 2 Full Baths

@ 2 Car Attached
Garage

;
|

Weekdays: 9-5- -

- {closed Thurs)

Weekends: 12:4

Phase Il [ots are now available...2 new models can
now be selected...yet move-in prices still begin at only

Say hello to over 50 friendly neighbors who call
Emerald Pointe their home...& say goodbye to

Ity leaiurlng deutached,

® Numerous
Standard
Features




