By TIm Richard
slaff writer

House Democrats in Lansing must
declde what price they want to pay
for Senate Republlcan passage of a 5
percent uthlity tax for the city of De-
troit.

“Some sort of package has to be
worked out if this bill is gotng any-
where,” Sen. Norm Shinkle, R-Mon-
roe, chair of the tax-wrlting Senate
Finance Committee, warned recent-

ly.
Meanwhile, Sen. Doug Cruce, R-

Troy, held the GOP line by arguing
there was “no urgency” to pass the
utility tax, which is carmarked for
1,000 police salarles, Cruce satd De-
troit Mayor Coleman Young “prefers
to pay for Uzl machine guns and bul-
letproof shields on his patlo,” and
Delrolt councilmembers prefer new
cars for themselves, over keeping
pollce on the payroll.

In the middle of It, Sen. Richard
Fessler, R-Commerce, incurred the
wrath of his caucus by siding with
Democrats In an unsuccessful bld to
force the Detralt tax out of Shinkle's

committce,

THE PRICES the GOP will de-
mand could be either passage by the
Democrat-controtted House of a Sen-
ate-passed bill to repeal he inherl-
tance tax (SB 1) or support of a GOP
property tax rellef measure,

Wayne Circuit- Judge Marvin
Stemplen last month declared that
Detroit’s § percent tax on local tele-
phone, natural gas, clectriclty and
steam bills had explred in mid-1988.
If his ruling stands, Detrolt would
have (o refund $100 million of past
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and lose $60 milllon a
year in future collectlons,

As lawmakers argued Tucsday,
Stemplen extended into April his
deadline for legislative re.cnact-
ment of the tax.

IN FARMINGTON Hills, Richard
Headlee, Lhe Insurance cxecutive
whose name Is on the Headlee tax
limitation amendment, declared the
L lacks power (o rel

the tax,

“Only the people of Detroit can de-
clde with a2 majority vote whether
the 5 percent utllity users tax wlll be
legally reinstated,” he sald through a

‘The administration
plays a shell game by
taking money out of
the general fund and
supplanting it with this
utility tax.’

— Sen. Doug Cruce

A-Troy

publicist, “The state constitution is
not negotlable.”

Headlee conlends that because the
tax expirced, the restoration bill Is a
new tax, hence subject to a popular
vote under the Headlee amendment.

Detroit's attorneys, however, say
it's an extension of a tax passed
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eight years before the Headlee
amendment.

On the Senate floor, Cruce said the
tax isn't needed ause Detroit's
leadershlp could find the lost $60
millien somewhere in its $1.3 blilion
general fund budget, “The adminls-
tration plays a shell game by taking
money out of the general fund and

House Democrats face utility tax decisions

supplanting it with this utility tax,”
Ci id.

ruce said.

SENATE DEMOCRATS falled on
an 18-17 vote to force Shinkle’s panel
to discharge House Bill 5495, author-
izlng the utility tax,

All Republlecans but Fessler voted
no. All Democrats but maverick Gil
DiNecllo of East Detroit voted yes.
‘Three members were absent.

“I made a commitment six or sev-
en weeks ago I would support getting
It on the floor,* Fessler sald in a
cloakroom interview, “It would have
a severe impact pa:sls:\; g'nlorccmcnt
In Detroit (if not ).

He sald he took heat in the GOP
caucus, which met behind closed
doors for more than three hours, for
his position.

SENATE MAJORITY leader John
Engler, the probable GOP guberna-
torial candidate, told reporters
“other members are unhappy' that
Fessler Introduced two property tax
rellef bills Tuesday and, with Demo-
cratle support, won immedlate con-
sideration of them without going
through the Finance Commlttee.

“He (Fessler) did it on his own to-
day,"” Engler sald.

Cobo hosts area high school science fair

Work by 2,600 metro area high
schoo! students will be on display
through Saturday at the 33rd Science
and Engincering Fair In the Michi-
gan Hall of the Cobo Conference and
[Exhlhit[nn Center on Detrolt's river-

ront.

Viewlng of exhibits will be open to
the publlc today and Friday 9 a.m. to
8 pm.

Students in grades 7-12, represent-
ing more than 160 schools in Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb counties, are
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expected to participate, making It
one of the largest science fairs in the
Unlted States.

Their exhlblts will deal with ad-
vanced research and study [n robot-
Ics, cryogenics and blology.

Elght grand award winners will
represenl Detrolt May 6-12 at the In-
ternational Sclence and Englneering
Falr in Tulsa, Okla. Grand award
winners will be saluted at a noon
luncheon Friday in room W153 of
Cobo Center.




