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MOVING PICTURES

Kevin Kline stars as Joey, o womanlzmg pizza
pnrlor owner, and Tracey Ullman as his wife,

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING -‘

‘Cinema’ deserves honor

By John Monaghen
speclal writor

A beam of light shoots from the
sculpted llon’s mouth that frames
the projection booth window, Look at
it long enough and the lion comes to
life, breathing fire.

For Toto, the 7-ycar-old hero of
“Cinema Paradise,” the movies have
thls powerful, mesmerizing effect.
Dircctor Guiseppe Tornatore’s re-
flections on a tfelong love alfair
with the movics was qulckly booked
Into the Maple Theatre after winnlng
the Academy Award for best forelgn
film. Jt's a touching tearjerker, fubl
of memarable characters,

In a tiny ltalian viitage shortly af-
ter World War II, young Toto falls
asleep as an altar boy but absolutely
adores the movies. He watches curl-
ously as his puritanlcal church pas-
tor screens upcoming movles prl-
vately, signaling the profectlonlst
with a bell for the scenes that must
becut.

As the film unreels for an audl-
ence the followlng weekend, a lov-
er's embrace leads to an awkward
cut and an entlrely different scene.
The villagers don't see a screen kiss
untll the mid 1950s,

Toto's Interest in movles grows
Into an obsesslon, When the projec.
tonist playced by Phi-

Death.”

Rosalie, In the comlc love story, “t Love You to

Kevin Kline is bright spot
in ‘l Love You to Death’

‘The first third of “I Love You to
Death” {C-, R, 96 minutes) shows
great promise,

- Plzzerla owner Jocy Boca (Kevin
Klinc) is rendered with masterful
strokes. Kline's portrayal exudes joy
of life and living as this incredible
and very happy man makes plzza,
fixes plumbing In the apartment
building he owns and makes love to
half dozen or so women every week

but Russell and Jeff Fnhey

the movies

Grading the movies

— all the while a re-
xpnclahle family Ufe,
He has two sl[gm.ly uverWelghL

Top matks - sure to please
A | Close behind - excellent

'and

acceptable children, Carln {Alisan N
Porter) and Dominle {Jon Kasdan), A~ {StiliIn running for lop honors
and a very funny Yugoslavian |Bs |Pretiy good stult, not perfoct
;mother-in-law, Nadja (Joan
Plowright), B |Good

A nephew-like relationship s
maintained with the pizzeria’s bus- B- |Good bul notable dellclenclos
«boy, Devo (River Phoenlx), a slightly |Gy | Just a cut above average
.vacant and out-of-p} hipple-type
- splritualist. C |Medlocre

But most of all, Joey has a wlfe,
Rosalle (Tracey Ullman), who loves |C- | Not 50 hot and slipping fast
Jocy so much that scenarist John |y, | Tho very best of the poor siulf

Kostmayer and director Lawrence
.Kasdan would have us believe she

can't save enough of “Impulse” to
make it worth while.

Reviewed by Susan Fincham

When  “Cry-Baby" (B-, PG-13)
Johnny Depp steps Into focus the
female audience swoons, as in any
heart-throb, teen-age movie. After
the first few minutes, however,
viewers soon discover that with its
splrit of the '50s, “Cry-Baby” has po-
tential as a cult classle,

The plat is altogether common but
director John Waters is determined
to make everything clse fantasy in
this world of tecnage juvenile delln'
quents who call themselves “dra;
who are juxtaposed to scholasiic-
minded, clean-cut *'squares.”

Johnny Depp, in the title role, is a
drape who falls in love wilh Alllson
(Amy Locanc), a square, His chal-
lenge is to win her Tove and keep it.
As the plot dcvc!ops, witd and bi-
zarre g and sati-

D |Poor

lippe Nolret) almost perishes in a
fire caused by the films’ flammable
silver nitrate,, Toto gets his chance

to run the machine. The relationship
that develops between the boy and
the old man, now blind, becomes the
most powerful part of the film.

Three actors play Toto at varlous
stages of his life. Salvatore Vascio
fares best as the young boy. Later,
the film dwells on the teenage Toto's
quest for a beautiful young woman
only to be separated from her by the
military conscription.

Most fascinating, "Cinema Parad-
Iso” palnts a vivld pleture of the
power of movies. The rowdy audi-
ence at the Clnema Paradiso gets

the same enjoyement st of the moy.
ies as the blacony denizens of “Chi).
dren of Paradise™ did from the the.
ater. Glimpses of films from Furd,
Visconti, Renolr and Chaglin also ap.
pear on the screen.
Director Tarnatore isn't the first
filmmaker (0 compose a love letier
to the movies. In many ways, howey.
er, he has writien an obituary for the
local movichuuse, showing it in the
halicon days {when it was a village's
sole and very popular entertain.
nient) to decay and demolition in the
impersonal age of videotape.

Philippe Noiret plays the projectionlst and Salvatore Cascio
the young Toto in Guiseppe Tornatore's Academy Award-win-
ning “Cinema Pardlso."

SCREEN SCENE

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De-
troit Institute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward Ave,, Detroit. Call 833-2323 for
informatlon. ($4)

“Too Beautiful for You" (France
— 1989), April 1315 (call for show
times). Gerard Depardleu stars as a
successful businessman, married to
an exqulslte young woman, who
finds himself hopelessly Infatuated
with a plump new sceretary, Cynleal
satlre from French dircctor Ber-
trand Blier (“Get Out Your Handker-
chiefs”).

DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY,
5201 Woodward Ave, Detroit. Call
833-4048 for informatlon. ($20-25
season membership)

WWIL — “From Here to Eternity”
(USA - 1953) and “Crash Dlve"
(USA — 1943) beginning at 7 p.m.
Aprll 13-14, Two views of World War
1 shiown in two Academy Award.
winnlng [ilms. “Elernity" stars Burt
Lancaster, Frank Sinatra and Mont-
gomery ClIft in 2 melodramatic tale

of the days right after the bomblng
of Pearl Harbor, “Crash” offers a
lave story set aboard a submarine.
With Tyrone Power, Dana Andrews
and Anne Baxter,

DETROIT SCIENCE CENT]
5020 John R, Detrolt. Call 577 84[10
ror 1n!ormauon ($2:5)

“Seasons,” through April 30. Wil
llam Shatner narrates thls study of
the seasons, with muslc by Vivaldl
and Images that will take your
breath away. Shown on the glant
domed Omnimax.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave.,
Dearbarn. Call 943-2330 for informa-
tlon. {Free,

“Martin Luther,” 7 p.m. April 9,
The dramatized lfe of the famed
16th century theologlan, who, sepa-
rated from his mother church, estab-
lishes s own sect of Christianlty,

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile at

Middlebelt, Livonia. Call 476-1166
for information. (Free.)

“Thunder Read" (USA — 1953), 10
a.m. April 10, Robert Mitchum co-
wrote and starred In this cult classic
about a stubborn Tennessee
moonshiner who refuses to get
mixed up with the Mob, Full of fast
cars and memorable dialogue As
part of the mall’s monthlong tribute
{o Mitchum

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E.
Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call 668-8397
for information. ($4, $3.25 students
and senlor eltlzens)

“Weekend” (France — 1968), 7
p.m. April 15. Often considered Jean
Luc-Godard's masterplece, an apoe-
alyptle vision of the collapse of
Western civillzation, about a young
couple and thelr in-Jaws embarking
on a weekend vacatlon, only to fird
themselves trapped n a traffic Jam.
They encounter eversthing from
crash victims to canntbals.

— Joltn Monaghan

rizing the "50s are

The movie relies heavily on °50s
mucic with an Elvis style volce
dubbed In for Johnny. Exaggerated
costumes and make-up along with

“doesn’t notice Joey's infi-
delltics, Even when Devo tells her
what her cyes have scen, she passes
‘It off as “all men look at girls.”

Uttman's slightly ditzy, old-world
woman lving in and adapting to
America Is more than onc could (or
should) expect given the writing and
directing. Rosalie's character, how-
ever, as written, is 50 unbelievable
that NOW and other feminlst groups
ought to protest the Insulting sterco-
type.

When Rosalle finally confronts ir-
refutable evidence of Joey's infidel-
ty, her bumbling, confused and inde-
cisive attempts at revenge wipe out
any hope for an catertaining film.

- The last two-thirds are muddled

and murky and the impossible plot

complications are solved by a matri-
sarchal morallty as unpleasant and

. rts b

as the
cwith which the {lim begins,

- To make matlers worse, the pace
AAng falters so badly that even the
.promise, however male-oriented, of
cthe flim's first third I8 never ful-
Afilled. It's a shame to waste 0 many
tfine performances on a weak script

Linterpreted by such poor direction.
& Another disappolntment thls weck
+ls the mediocre “Crazy People” (C«.

'R, 90 minutes) which opens Wednes.
dny April 11, Emory Lecson (Dudley
‘Moore) goes round the bend while

!“worklng in the Drucker Ad Agency.
“"'He is struck with a novel idea, ad-

vertisements should tell the
4Naturally he is rapldly committed to
sied mental institution, Benningto
-ISanitarium, where he quickly gains
“rthe confidence of a number of dis-
** turbed Indlviduals,
M Not unexpectedly, in this murky

-+ fable about who is crazy and who

isn’t — and how nuts advertlsing is
i*.=— Emory's :honesty campaign
‘catches fire and the nasty ad agency
1! boss, Charles Drucker (J.T. Wahh),
' must depend on Emory and all the
mental patients up- at Benn.lng(nn
Sanitarium.

None of the mh(lonshlps or situa.
jons are clearly developed. Certaln-
ly Leeson's instant appeal to ihe
ennington inmates  goes  unex-
plalned while hls romance with Ka-
thy Burgess (Daryl Hannah) is simi-
w Inrly under-deyeloped. As with so

much of “Crazy People,” audiences

]

{1 doosn't gel much worse

F | Truly awful

Z | Reservad for the colossally bad
| Noadvanced screening

kg

are forced to take it or leave it. I
suggest the latter. This clever idea
falls fiat as a one-joke film with a
great deal missing. There Is, and
should be, much more to a story
about life and love and people and
advertising. .

“The Flrst Power” (D, R, 95 min-
utes) Is an unpleasantly vlolent story
of a serial killer, Patrick Channing
(Jeft Kober), who Is executed for his
crlmes but hls splrit returns and
possesses other bodles in a quesl lar

unusval and simple dla-
log qulte likely will make a success
of this teen-age trlp down nostalgia
lane.

Reviewed by Debbie Domm

“Ernest Goes to Jall” (*) (PG) be-
cause someone stole his Ifdentity.
Well, I'm sure he'll work it out.
Knowhatimean, Vern?

STILL PLAYING:

“Bad Infiuence” (B) (R).

Slow start speeds up after a while and
becomes an effectlve theiller as Rob
Lowe corrupts James Spader,

“Blue Steel® (C+)(R) 102 minutes.

Tense but trite and bloody psychologl-
cal thriller with Jamie Lee Curtis as girl
cop with a vengearee.

“Born oo the Feurth of July” (A) (R}
144 minutes.

Touchlng, graphleally disturblng, polg-

revenge agatnst the
sell Logan {Lou Diamond Pnllllps),
who put him away in the first place.

In his misslon to rld the world of
Channlng's cvil spirit, Logan enlists
the ald of a psychle, Tess Seaton
(Tracy Griffith), who convenicntly
cnough is the film's romantle in-
volvement. Sound trite? Right,

After the first 30 minutes, the ten-
slon evaporates and “The First Pow-
er” is bloody and inconsistent as it
meanders through a variety of repet-
itious fights between Logan and the
various bodies Channing’s spirit in-

abits,
Ever listen to a fairly bright kid

truth, make up a story to explaln why he

missed curfew — the kind where the

on . facts and events {it neatly on the
I surface hut the whole story collapses

with one or two timely questions.?
“Impulse” (D+, 120 mioutes} is a
1ot like that. Theresa Russell’'s emo-
tionally complex character and per-
{formance trip over bulky, unbeliev-
able plot devices. Thls thriller about
a-female undercover cop who gets
caught on the wrong side of murder
by belng in the wrong place at the
wrong time Ls overlong and unrelent-

ingly dark,

So dark In fact that director Son-
dra Locke rarely shows any charac-
ter's full face unless the situation ab-
solutely demands it. The technique is
intercsting at firs\, frustrating for 3
while and irritating in the end. Kind
of like the film as a whole, There arc
some entertaining and suspenseful

1

nant, of Ron
$nvlc {Tom Crulsc), a paraplegic Viet

“Clacma Paradiso” (A, 120 minutes),

Excellent story of Alfredo (Phillippe
Nolret), the projectionist in a small Sicili-
an town just after World War II,

"Callpe de Vlllt" (A-, PG-13, 100 min-

. Tunrhknx xmry of brotherly hate,
]{ulhcrly love and the importance of faml-
“Driving Miss Dalsy” (A} {PG) 100 min-

utes.

Fine acting highlights personal drama

ol Jewlsh widow (Jesslca Tandy) chauf-

feured by a black man (Morgan Free-
man} set agalnst southeen changes from
1943.3973.

“Epemies; A Love Story" (R).

Man emotlonally involved with second
wile and mistress Is distressed when bl
tirst wite — presumed dead in the Holo-
caust — turns up.

“The Fourth w-r"(c+ R, 90 minutes)

An American colonel and his Russlan
caunwrpar( wo cold-war warriors with.
out a war, square off and start thelr own.

"Glory” (A) (R) 110 minutes,

The glory of the first ‘black Infantry
reglment during the Clvu War Is cap-
tured in thls nuuundlnx

“The Handmalden's Tﬂe" (B-) {R) 109
miautes.

Compelling, but structurally nlwed !n
turlstic tale of American gone
with pcrml.ﬁlvenm. poltutlon and rndln

tion.

"H.rd Lo Kil™ (@) (R).

Martisl arts tlim.

“Henry V" (unrated).

Kenpeth Branagh's superb new adapta.
tlon of Shakes) s play. The director
stars In the title role.

9 a.m.

Independence Oaks Nature Center
Independence Oaks County Park
25071 Sashabaw Road
2 112 miles north of 1-75
Clarkston, Ml 480716

ﬂpn/ 20, 1990
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625—6473

Colebrate the 20th anniversary of Earth Day.

More than 20 groups Involved with the

environmoent will be on hand to provide

Information on topics auch as:

recycling * groundwater * habmr aonanrvnrlnn
energy consarvation » envir

Oaxtand Counly resigunts.

bird feading + trea planting » and much more

J
WJR RADIO BROADCAST
10 A.M. - NOON

®lgerver & Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS

( Ma/ ORKLAND COUNTY PARHS
W—m

The Earth Falr 1a ancthar program made goasible thtough Oaslang
Caunty Patke and Recrestion Commisnlon millsge funds, Wppotted by
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